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VITOSHA HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHIC SURVEY 


The Vitosha Mountains rise like a huge haystack south of 
Sofia and are indlvisibly linked with the city. Their mighty pro- 
file provides the background for the largest Sofia thoroughfares 
(Buski, Stalin, and Tolbukhln Boulevards ) — brilliantly white in 
winter and lilac and blue in hue during the summer, ^he mountains 
halt unfavorable southern and southwestern winds, freshen the. air, 
and clear Sofia’s atmosphere of smoke and dust. Their meadows, 
dales, moraines, plateaus, and forests offer Sofia and Dimitrov© 
hikers ideal opportunities for relaxation and rest. 


Vitosha In the Past 


When the Macedonian king Philip II climbed Vitosha 2,100 
years ago it took him 3 days to hack his way through the dense, 
impenetrable forests, and he was still unable to reach Vitosha *s 
highest peak — Cfaeral Vrukh Peak. Until Bulgaria fell to the 
Turks, Vitosha was entirely covered with century-old forests. Vio- 
lent, brimming rivers raced down the mountain sides in those times 
and abundantly watered the Sofia plain. The Vitosha forests are 
mentioned by the famous Turkish traveler Evliya Chelebl, who tra- 
veled in Bulgarian lands in the seventeenth century. "There is, 
at Bali-Efendl village," (today’s Knyazhevo — editor's note) he 
wrote, "a thick oak forest which no arrow can pierce and no bullet 
can penetrate." Now only a few old oaks remain of this forest. 
They rise isolated among the pine trees in the forest; above Khya- 
zhevo. They are estimated to be over 500 years old. 
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The destruction of the ancient Vltosha forests began In the 
seventeenth century and continued through the eighteenth and nine* 
teenth centuries , and kept pace with the development of the ore Jin* 
dustry, which absorbed much charcoal. This Is witnessed by place 
names still preserved In Vltosha, such as those borne by Rudarefea 
(Ore) Hamlet, the Hudarshtitsa River, and the Rudartsi site. 

Surveys of old Bulgarian geographical sources Indicate that 
one of the first nemes given Vltosha was "Skopar, w from the Latin 
Scopius , Today this name is born by part of the southern elope of 
the mountain Skoparaik. This old name means sharpness, or steep 
mountain • 

The name Vltosha Is found later, during the Middle Ages, 
first as a name of a section* later it became general for all the 
mountains. This name is of Thracian or Slavic origin and has been 
generally adopted* It means 2 -peaked (double headed) mountain* 
that is the impression the mountains give when the highest peaks •• 
Cherai and Reshyovete — are viewed from afar. 


Vltosha is surrounded on all sides by high plains. To the 
north stretches the Sofia plain, 550 m altitude, to the west ** 
the Dimitrovo plain, 750 m altitude, and to the south «•* the Samokov 
plain, with an altitude of about 1,000 m. To the east the Iskur 
River separates Vltosha from Losenska Mountain — the last western 
fold of the Sredna Oora Mountains* The Vladaya pass separates the 
Vltosha and lyulin mountains, tyulin is the link between Vltosha 
and the Kraishteto labyrinth. Southeast of Vltosha stretches the 
Plana Mountain, a continuation of Vltosha. Its highest peak is the 
Manastirishte (1,336.2 m). 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


According to professor lehlrkov's estimates tbs Vltosln Moun- 
tala avsa Is 2 &J sq tan) only 161 sq km of this ars Included la the 
territory of the park. Vitosha Is about 20 to long and about 1 9 to 
wide. It belongs to the high mountain class (average altitude 
1,382 a), and Is characterised by great absolute height at its base 
•ad a lack of deeply entrenched valleys* 

Compared to the mountains of the HUa -Rhodope group, Vitosha 
Is a very young mountain formation . The main mass was formed by 
the solidification of ma g m a which came from the Inside of the earth 
and which determined the volcanic nature of the Vitosha Mountains. 

After the lifting of Vitosha, water and air began to act upon 
It. Simultaneously, the Influence of Interior forces - the earth- 
quakes — continued, causing the crumbling of rock even at great 
distances. She warm "Ovcha Rupel" spring appeared In 1853 after 
one of these earthquakes # 

Bulgarian and foreign scientists have long studied Vitosha 's 
rock structure, but much still remains unknown. She larger part of 
the Vitosha 'a rock structure Is of eruptive origin, and consists of 
syenite, gabbro, granite, andesite, and prephyry, which have formed 
on the surface. Later, during the Tertiary Bra, cracks appeared 
arouzd Vitosha as a result of the lifting of the stars Planina 
Mountains. The burning lava which flowed from these cracks covered 
the foothills of the mountains, which In turn were beginning to 
"grow" In height due to the sinking of the surrounding plains. 

The mountains as we sea them today are the result of thou- 
sands of years of the eubsesque-H effects of external forces -- mainly 
•roston. However the hardness of the core prevented deep entrench- 
ment In the body of the mountains except In the lower parts, where 
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ttaa valleys of the Boyaneka, Dragalevska, Yanchovska, Rato, 

Struma, Matnltsa, and Vladaysta rivers now are. 

•Eh« nucleus of the geological structure of the Vitosha Moun- 
tains consists of syenites and andesites which predominate in the 
foothills. 

Due to the variety of its rock, the Vitosha is rich to min- 
erals. Oold deposits are found, principally in the old geological 
formations. The main oriferous deposits in the Vitosha Mountains 
are along the Palikarlya, Struma, Vladayska, Vistriehka, and other 
rivers. Many legends and names have come down to us as a result of 
the gold mining of old, among these the most characteristic Is the 
name of the "Zlatnite Mostove" (The golden Bridges) site, where 
until recently, gold was pannede 

Iron was produced to the Vitosha Mountains as well. Such 
production developed to the regions where the only material for 
iron production - magnetic sand - could be found. Forges and 
blast furnaces were built around the Vitosha foothills near Chupet- 
lovo, Popovo, Krapets, KLadnitsa, Murchaevo, Rudartsi, Bistritsa, 
and Zhelaznltsa villages, where the Vitosha iron was processed. 

•Che mountains also contain deposits of red quartz, agate, 
chalcedony, opal, amphlbole, tourmalin, chalcite, chalcopyxite, 
and apatite. 

The Vitosha massif differs from Bulgarian mountains to their 
shape. The mountains rise toward the center from all sides and 
form a real mountain peak. It resembles a grandiose old building 
Imposing principally by virtue of its monumental profile. 
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2, The Kupen group, with the following main peaks I Oolya- 
nlyet Kupen (2,106 a), Belcliova Skala (1,831 a), and Siva Granada 
(2,003 a). The peaks of the Chernl Vrufch and Rupen groups have no 
forests* Only Isolated groups of trees remain of the fonner Juniper 
forests • 

3, The Belimltsa group, which Includes the following peaks* 
Sellm ltsa (2,048 m), Vladayskl Chernl Vrukh (l,64l m), and Ostrltsa 
(1,695 a), located west of Chernl Vrukh Peak. 

4, The watershed group, which Includes the peaks which fonn 
the ridge of the watershed between the tributaries of the Struma and 
the Iskur rivers* This ridge includes Vododel and Chennata Skala 
(1,869 a) peaks. The Chemat Skala Peak looms majestically above 
Zlataite Mostove site. 

5, The Karaen Bel group, which includes as its main peaks 
Kamen Bel (1,862 a), which 1b the peak most clearly seen fron Sofia 
and. the Sofia plain) KikJ.sh, a weakly delineated peak located below 
Ktanen Belj Ushite, south of Kamen Bel and having an altitude of 
1,906 mj and the Komlnite Peaks, which rise against the backdrop of 
the Dragaleveka River, and whose naae /Baa Chimneys/ suits the over- 
all architectural structure of the mountain perfectly. 

6, The Gcilyat Vrukh group, which includes the insignificant 
and poorly delineated peaks west of the Dragaleveka River, central 
place among which is given to Goliyat Vrukh Peak — 1,721 a. Vul- 
chata Skala peak rises east of Goliyat Vrukh Peak, providing a beau- 
tiful view toward the Sofia plain, and further down, near the Draga- 
levtsi Monastery, the Oolyamo Qradishte and Mali© Oradishte Peaks, 
on which fortresses probably were built in ancient times, stretch 
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tar race -like, Ool'yamo Gradlshte Peak, which is covered with vegeta- 
tio w, is Also called Zeleni Vrukh Fe ak (1,204 m). 

•• 

Apart fr cm these groups, the Vltosha Mountains contain many 
other less significant or isolated peaks, of which we night mention 
Krusta (1,562 m), Mala Moglla (1,419 »), Chukara ( 1,516 m) and 
Oolyara Rid. East of Golyam Hid Peak and across the valley of the 
Palikariya River rises the profile of Vetren Peak (1,632 ra), and 
above Yarlovo village itself, small Pogledets Peak — southernmost 
peak in the Vltosha Mountains — rises# 

High Plateaus 

(The high plateaus are a characteristic peculiarity of the 
Vltosha Mountains. They are believed to have resulted from the lac- 
colith formations in Central Vltosha and the side props of andesite 
rock# Most of the plateaus are real water reservoirs | some of these 
still bear the names of swamps. 

The more significant plateaus are the high Chernovrushko pla- 
teau, located between Reznyovete, Gheml Vrukh and Skoparoika peaks j 
the ICera chair Plateau between the Kupen group and the upper reaches 
of the Struma Riverj Qomo Blato, below the northwestern foothills 
of Cfcern! Vrukh Peakj Kapokllevets, a plateau which hangs like a lid 
over the <*oli Vrukh Vltosha Sectori this is the origin of its name) 
the Dolno Blato Plateau, southeast of the Kapakllevets Plateau) the 
Selimiehko Plateau which begins at the swampy saddle at the Samara 
site and ends at the ^ri KLadentsi site) and the Boyana Plateau, 

lying terrace-like above the Boyana Falls. 

* 

The high Vltosha plateaus are Interesting places for hiking 
and skiing. "'However most of them are included in the restricted 
territory of water supply zones, 

m Y — 
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atone Rivers 


She most typical and characteristic eights of Vitoahn scenery 
are the eo-called "nominee." They run like huge stone rivers from 
the peaks to the foothills of the mountains. 


It is true- that such rock formations can be found in other 


nountains as well, but nowhere are they in such abundance 
as in the Vitosha Mountains. 


Ihe stone rivers are typical of almost all parts of the moun- 
tain. (Despite the general name "moraines" given to the Vitosha 
Mountains' stone rivers, the latest scientific research has proved 
that they are net of glacial origin . ) 


Xn location, the stone rivers follow the slopes, the moun- 
tain valleys and ridges in the topography. In some places they 
widen and form stone lakes. The most stone rivers and lakes can 
be found along the upper reaches of the Struma, Matnitsa, Klad- 
n ishka , Rudarshtitsa, Vladayska, and Boyanska rivers. Among the 
stone formations in the Vitosha Mountains that on the northern side 
of Ramon Del Peak is particularly expressive. It is a real stone 
basin where vegetation ie slowly pushing ahead. 


One must cross the expanses of stone carefully, particularly 
in winter when the holes between the rocks are covered with soft 
snow. 


Vitosha Rivers and Lakes. 


The Bteep valleys of the Vladayska, Boyanska, Dragalevska, 
Tanchovska, Stara Reka, Zheleznishka Reka, Struma and Matnitsa rivers 
are of a peculiar and characteristic nature . 
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Th* Vladayska River springs forth below Chemal Vrukh Peak 
and cute through the northern slope of the mountains to Rayko 
D&skalovo village* Along its lower reaches, the river is lined by 
deciduous vegetation In which beech, oek, trembling poplars, and 
birches predominate. Thera are stone pools In which bushes and 
flowers grow In varicolored patches. 

The Boyanska River Is famous principally for its typical 
Boyana Palls, formed at a rocky site above Boyana village . They 
have a fall of about kO m. The Boyana Palls are the highest falls 
In the park. 

The Dragalevska River, which Is steeper, runs from Aleko to 
Dragalevtsi village. The river is particularly beautiful near the 
Kcminite Peaks where the valley Is covered with hornbeam, Juniper 
trees, black and white pine, trembling poplars, and birches. 

The 2 Bistritsa rivers — the lanchoveka and Stara Reka 
rivers •* have characteristics of high mountain stresms . The 

River Is steep, but Its eastern exposure offers wide 
scope for diversified afforestation. 

She valley of the Matnitsa River is quite different from the 
other valley®. It runs between the Sellmltsa end Samaro peaks and 
Joins the lake at the Stu&ena dam. Shis valley widens out below 
the Hakev Kamuk site and provides a convenient elte for tourists 
to camp. 


Although outside the boundaries of the park, the Struma 
River valley will always be one of the moot attractive parts of 
the mountain region. It begins on the edge of the high mountain 
zone at Bukhoto lake and Vurla Reka River. The sight of the Struma 
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River is one of the moat beautiful views in the mountain!) at the 
Chupetlovo village. Xb flows down the karat canyon between Chupet- 
lovo and Bosnek villages, where the famous Bosneshka cave la located. 

Vitosha ia rich to thermal springs formed in connection with 
the cretaceous eruptions around the mountains * in Sofia, Ooma 
Banya, Ovcha Kupel, Khyazhevo, Dragichevo, Bankya, Kladnltsa, Pan- 
charevo, Zheleznitsa, and other smaller springs, Most probably 
these thermal springs get their thermic energy from the interior 
of the Vitosha Mountains . 

Recently, near Rudazska Makhala village, the "Dimitrovo" 
mines have made use of the mineral vaterB, by building a beautiful 
swimming pool in the foothills of the mountains. This is also an 
interesting tourist site for hikers who visit the western slopes 
of the mountain . 

The karst spring called "SShlvata Voda" /pLve Wateaj J and be- 
tween Chupetlovo and Krapets villages is of particular interest. 

Thin spring was mentioned in the seventeenth century by the Turkish 
traveler Evliya Chelebi, who called it "The fountain of Happiness." 
The spring's outpourings increase at intervals of several minutes. 

The reason for this is an underground karst cave which acts as a 
siphon, causing the fluctuation in the water's flow. 

The mountain lakes characteristic of the Rlla and Plrln moun- 
tains do not exist in the Vitosha Mountains because of the geological 
and geographic structure of the mountain, the climate, and the com- 
paratively rapid melting of the snow. Hor do the Vitosha Mountains 
contain the peculiar cirque holes in which one usually sees the 
shining, crystal clear waters of glacial lakes. 

- 10 - 
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historical data Indicates that the Vitosha Mountains once 
had high mountain lakes. Such, for example, was the so-called 
Bukhoto Ezoro #ry site above Chupetlovo village at the source 

of the Struma River, local legends say, and old residents remember 
that the Sukhoto Bzero site was nob always dry. Bverytbing seems 
to indicate that it was artificially drained to serve the needs of 
the ore processing Industry. She topographical structure of the 
site clearly shows human interference. 

How the Vitosha Mountains have only one lake — Boyana 
Lake, above Boyana village. However conditions for the creation 
of artificial lakes are favorable. One of the lakes which could 
most easily be restored is, of course, Sukhoto Bzero lake. 

Vitosha Mon nfoltt Vegetation 

The Vitosha Mountains attract many visitors not only because 
of the mountain scenery, the stone rivers and forests, but also be- 
cause of the beauty of their vegetation. According to specialists 
almost 1/S the varieties of floral vegetation in Bulgaria is rep- 
resented in the Vitosha Mountains. The Vitosha flowers include 
some comparatively rare examples of Bulgarian flora never found out- 
side Bulgaria or the Balkan peninsula. 

Its flowers are the greatest decorative wealth of these moun- 
tains. Tourists must preserve this wealth, especially because lately 
some of the special and rare kinds of flowers have been threatened 
with extinction. Even ewe of the most common varieties are beccm- 
ing rarer and rarer. These include the snow drop, which are now 
found at only 3 Bites, the iris - 3 Bites, the yellow Vitosha 
double-blush peony - 2 sites, the yellow gentian - 2 sites, etc. 

* 11 «* 
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Tftere are also other kinds of flowers which have almost disap* 
peered, such as the blue-bell, the yellow /petrov kruej/*, the 
spotted yellow gentian, some kinds of orchids, anemones, etc* 

In general Vitosha Mountain vegetation was only slightly 
influenced by climatic changes, due to the lack of glaciation during 
the glacial period* r ^hat is why we find several different kinds of 
European continental tertiary vegetation here* The preservation of 
such vegetation is very Important to science and to the park* 

Following are some rare type® of vegetation which are under 
the special protection of the park authorities* the yew-tree, the 
fir /Bulgarian j chudnata ela/* (growing along the lower reaches of 
the Petrovichka Elver), the white pine (around the basins of the 
Bistrishka, Boyanska, and Vladayska rivers), the Juniper tree (in 
the Bistritsa reserve, above the Aleko tourist hut, below the Mechft 
Polyana meadow, etc), the yellow gentian, the vedritsa, the honey* 
suckle, club moss, fern, lion’s foot, the Vitosha tulip, the wild 
tulip, the Alpine pansy, and the Vitosha narcissus. 

To preserve vegetation in the park, it has been necessary to 
establish special natural sites called, "reserves." The knowledge 
of their location is an important prerequisite for their protection. 
There are 2 reserves in the Vitosha People’s Park which are subject 
to special regulations* the Bistritsa reserve and the turf reserve. 
The Bistritsa reserve is on the northeastern slope of the mountain 
below Oolyam Beaen Peak, in the water basin of the Bistritsa Elver. 
It is 759*9 ha in area* One may cross the reserve only along the 
Bistritsa -Aleko route 4 ®he turf reserve is in the high mountain 
belt southwest of the Kapaklievets site and is included in the water 
reservoir zone of the Vitosha Mountains. That is why it is forbid* 
den to cross It. 

* 12 * 
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The varied Vitosha vegetation is constantly changing* In 
spring the mountains offer us the bright green hues of awakening 
nature — broad meadows covered with crocus* cowslips* and Vltoaha 
tulips* In summer the vegetation reaches its peak of development 
and variety of color* In autumn we see the fantastic yellow and 
copper -red hues of the leaves* 


In winter the Vitosha's aspect is completely different* The 
multicolored hues of spring and summer are replaced by a white 
coverlet on which the dark shapes of the leafless trees and the 
junipers are projected* ^he white monochromatic symphony of winter 
is even further diversified by the sun’s rays which reflect a new 
range of color from the snow blanket — blue and lilac* The tor- 
rential streams freeze into bluish-green shapes and the calmness 
of winter settles over the region* 


The Vltoaha Mountain climate is a function of their geo- 
graphic location. There is still limited data on the Vitoeha cli- 
mate due to the lack of long-term meteorological observations and 
an Insufficiently dense network of observation stations* 


Climatically, Vitosha can be divided into 5 natural regions* 


1* The northeastern slope of the mountains * with the coldest 
climate and comparatively great cloudiness and precipitation* 


2* The northwestern slopes* exposed to strong* mostly western 
and northwestern winds* 


3* The southwestern slopes, comparatively warm and sunny* 
principally under the influence of western and northwestern winds* 
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The southern slopes, the warmest and sunniest* on which 
no observation data Is available* 

5* A high plateau, over 1,800 m altitude* with northwestern * 
western, eastern, and southern winds, Above this plateau the heavi- 
est clouds accumulate and linger, 

2 ?he main wind axis of Vltosha runs frcm west to east. T he 
winds from the west, following the Vladaya pass, and those blowing 
across the highest parts of the mountains, are the strongest, 

Precipitation increases with the elevation of the mountain 
slopes. The most humid sect ox* Is the high Vltosha plateau, where 
most of Vltosha* s turf areas are. 

The mountain receives more sun in winter than in summer (be- 
cause of the clouds), In this respect, the winter season most 
favors the highest parts of Vltosha, 

The best, the least cloudy, months are July, August, Sep- 
tember, and Octob'jr, and the winter months — December, January, 
and February. The worst are In early spring. These months are 
characterized by few sunny days and frequent and abundant precipi- 
tation. 

The fogs which cover the high parts of the mountains, as 
well as the rains and blizzards, seriously hinder winter 
trips In Vltosha, Vltosha has less fog in winter than Sofia, The 
fewest darh and foggy days during the winter months occur in Decem- 
ber and January. The foggy days during the year in Vltosha total 
about k months. There is least fog in August, with about 10 abso- 
lutely clear days, and in July, September, and October, with 9 clear 
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days par month. On an average, Vitos ha baa about 6 clear days a 
month, with an annual average of about 7 6 clear days. Is general 
there are more clear days in *he Vitoaha Mountains in winter than 
in Sofia. 


A real necklace of settlements surrounding the mountain on 
all sides has been established around the Vltosha andesite (ex- 
ternal) ring, on tertiary or diluvial deposits. Vltosha has been 
populated during all historic and prehistoric epochs. Seolithlc 
settlements have been discovered there. During Roman times, and 
even mors extensively during the Middle Ages, Vltosha had an entire 
system of mountain fortifications, whose ruins are still called 
fortifications or forts. These include, for example, the ruins 
south of Boyana village, known also as "Tukhlite" /She Bricks /’ , 
the r uin s above the Sveti Hikola Monastery, the Malko Gradishte 
and Qolysmo Gradishte ruins above the Dragalevskl Monastery, etc. 
Such old forts also existed around tire Vltosha Dragalevtsi, Boyana, 
Vladaya, IQadnitsa, Popovo, Krapete, Zhelennitsa, and Chupetlovo 
villages. Some of these forts were built to protect the gold and 
iron mining, others were purely strategical. Remnants of a Thra- 
cian settlement have been found at KU&sh Peak. 

During the Middle Ages Vitoeha was famous for its kO or so 
small and large monasteries. Today only the Dragalevski and Klad- 
niehkl monasteries remain. The others were destroyed by the Tur- 
kish conquerors, later the Turks forbid the restoration cf the 
churches and monasteries which had been destroyed ji thus even their 
ruins have been lost in the course of the centuries. 
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The Dregalevski Monastery* In tha midst of a century old 
beech forest, vas founded by Ivan Aieksan&ur during the flrat l/ 2 
of tha fourteenth century. After Sofia and its surroundings fall 
to tha Turks, the monastery uas neglected until lVf6, when a Sofia 
merohant, Rodoslav Mavur, restored it and provided the funds neces- 
sary for painting the frescoes in the church, This has been pre- 
served and is one of the most valuable Bulgarian artistic monuments , 
although it is not in very good condition. 

The Ktsflalfl hkl Monastery is on the narrow rooky ridge between 
the 2 streams called Zla Beka and Virovete, whose upper reaches are 
Hr.wi by an artificial canal. Once the highest part of the monastery 
vas fortified and served to protect the monastery and its property. 

An old legend says that when the Turks besieged the fort, a woman 
from Btudena village revealed to the Turks the secret of the water 
supply of the fort's defenders, and the fort fell to< the Turks. 

Since then, there have been no marriages between inhabitants of 
KLadnitsa and Studena villages, 

Boyana village, in the foothills of the Vitoeha Mountains, 
boasts another interesting site -- tha "Sveti Psnteleymon* Boyana 
church, one of the moat valuable Bulgarian architectural monuments. 
The church is In the upper part of Boyana village in a court yard 
covered with lush vegetation and is visited by foreigners and tour- 
ists. The murals in the church, dating from 1259, are particularly 
interesting. The church was built and decorated by order of its 
founders, Sebastocrator Kaloyan end Princess Deslalava, during the 
reign of King Konstantin Asen and Queen Irina, whose portraits have 
b ean preserved for posterity in the very beautiful drawings of the 
Boyana master. The peculiarity of these paintings is their realistic 
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Centuries later -» on 17 and 18 May 1924 — •the-illegal 
Vltosbc conference of the members of the BKP (BCP, Bulgarian- Com- 
munis t Party) was held below the "Treadafllo" site* Today a pom* 
memoratlve stone has been put there as a witness of the party’s; 

• ' o 

great fight during the dark days of fascist slavery; 

The famous Illegal press was located in Vltpshay below the 
Haaturenata Sk^la site and southeast of Boyana Lake* * 

The sub Vltosha villages, between 750 m (Boyana, Dragalevtsl) 
and 1,200 m (Chupetlovo village) altitude are In the foothills of 
the mountains, almost equidistant from one another* 



The population of the Vltosha villages is engaged mainly in 
agriculture and livestock breeding, supplemented by quarrying* 

Thanks to the favorable climate and beautiful scenery, these vil- 
lages are rapidly developing Into first class resorts for the popu- 
lation of the capital* 

Chupetlovo village is particularly Interest for its scenery. 
It nestles in the upper end of the small closed valley of the Struma 
River, in the folds of the mountains themselves. Chupetlovo village 
is one of the highest Bulgarian mountain villages* 
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ROADS* BUBJD1R0S, AND ROOTS 

Sagflg. 

7 BMtpa-tft Myfcys^ 

of foot,.®, f « i» «» «"* «"«* * 

ttollo, Uotooyo. H™*” 1 ““ 80 *“ “* 

footpotu a» tb. ».6t »ort»t tor O. «— * »*“” 

the park. 


According to their taportance and the traffic they tear, 
theae footpaths can he divided into a first class, second class, 
end third class and on the haaia of their importance in the tour- 
iat network of the park - into direct (connecting) and indirect, 
to the basis of the aeaaon in which they are used, they can alao 
te divided into sumer - tourist - or winter - aiding. 


The footpath network haB been marked to facilitate oriehta. 
tton within the park. In the high mountain part the marking haa 
been done with, triangular wooden aigna and in the remaining part* 
with standard type and size rectangular signs. 


Summer Roads 

; ■ Footpathg. 

a, pork trails «. oM».Ui « «** 1» *» 

«oorU;«.to ; .t»t«M ■**•*•• Kv * rJ foo^b. ts aMorlW » :« 
ii..oi»o», ■looadoo* «na .Urtloe D” 1 "*' 

0^‘litor. i» tta a«.cr*rtK». » mm**"' « «“ 
n , wto» «■*■&•> 

» «u«. 
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To - (MB BragnievtSi village; SM - f*» ® ~ 

trm Bistritsa village; ® HD «• frwa 

Rayko BiMtoloyo.* viXlAp® • 

$*. footpaths beginning at the "Malchita" (Ktoata), ”Ald*o," 
"Wntyava," and "Bdelvaya" tourist huts and leading, to. Ciuaal Vrufch 
Peak are marked KM, AL, TH, aha ®, respectively. 

She Rem an numeral following the capital letters Indicates 
the class of the footpaths (I, II, IH), vhUe the Arabic numeral 
following it is the footpath's numbeff; numbering of the first 
class footpaths follows a general system for the whole Of the pwfc> 
vhile the numbering of the second and third class footP^ is tosed 
on the areas where the individual starting points are found. Both 
systems of numbering begin at the ncarthwes^efnmoat side of the park 
or the area in which the starting point is and proceed cloctoise 
trm west to east. The signs and descriptions ln the guide are 
eyaclironla*ed with th© mapo * 

The descriptions of the footpaths begin at; tli» ibottody f ol» 
lowing the direction of the c-limb; theix branches : are/indicatil'by 
direction to the ief t or to the right - and in acco^ce'.'wi^h 
the h points of the epapaos:. 

: . The •diitonces glvcsn as. total lengths of the ffl^t^;"* 

;f the. result crf ; dfect ii^u«ment, uhll^the^ vari* 

ous Bites W animate and are prinfilpally fisr osi^llaii.co. 

Qhly the first and second dess • fourths 

.: ; Have be^ d^cribea/ 'CM«r **' ***• ^ 
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Che Hikin g time lias boss determined on the basis of tbs capa- 
bilities of an average hiker. 


STAKON0 POINT KMXAZHBVO (KN) 

(Knyazhe vo is the largest of the Vitosha settlements. It is 
on the left bank of the Vladayska River, on both sides of the s ofia- 
Diaitrovo highway. 

(Unt il 1883 Knyazhevo bore the name Bali-Efendi, after the 
shepherd preacher buried in the local churchyard. 

(The settlement has a high school, post office, polyclinic, 
pharmacy, and veil organized shops in which hikers can purchase all 
the food they will need in the mountains. A monument to the war 
dead stands in the center of the settlement. 

(South of the village, in the foothills of the Vitosha, is 
the Knyazhevo pine forest, planted in 1896 and now turned into a 
park. 

(Knyazhevo is known for its mineral baths, as well as a re- 
sort settlement and a starting point for hikes. The main mineral 
spring at the "Knyazhevo" Bath has a flow of 280 l/m and a tempera- 
ture of 31.5°C.) 

It is 7.5 km southwest of Sofia and 2.5 to northwest of Boysna, 
at an altitude of 750 m. It is linked with Sofia by a double track 
street car line and a first class paved road. 

The trip from Sofia to Knyazhevo can be made on street car 
Bo 5, which starts from "Lenin" Square. The first street car leaves 
Sofia for Knyazhevo at 04-55 hours and the last car back to s ofia 
leaves at 0030 hours . The trip takes 25 to 30 minutes between ter- 
minals. 
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Length of the footpath 

Climb 

Average inclination 

Can be walked in 3 hours 30 minutes* 

The footpath from Knyazhevo to the "Malchtka" (Kumata) tour- 
iet hut begins at Polyclinic No 21 in the square at Knyazhevo* 
passes by the cultural club* mounts the steps* cuts across the 
Knyazhevo -Boyana highway and enters the Knyazhevo Pine Forest Park* 
It goes to the southwest* crosses the small wooden bridge over the 
Rakovets ravine* follows the street along the left bank of the ra- 
vine for same distance and reaches the northeaaternmost corner of 
the young pine forest at the Bakoveto site* 

At the young pine forest* the footpath divides into 2 parts* 
The first goes steeply upward along the left bank of the ravine to 
the highway leading to the Zlatnite Mostove site west of the Forest 
House* while the second goes west * following the northern side of 
the young pine forest and. the old Bela Voda road* Following this 
road* the footpath gradually climbs and,* crossing consecutively the 
Chervenata Mogila* Zhabarskoto and Sinyata Skala sites* reaches the 
"Starlyat Bazsadnic” site* at which point a wide footpath branches 
off to the left, going east toward the highway and the Kakovets 
Forest House* 

One hundred meters to 150 m higher, the footpath passes the 
fountain at the "Sken&era” site* goes through the underpass espe- 
cially constructed for it under the newly abullding automobile road 
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to the Zlatnite Mostove site, and emerges east of the restaurant 
at the Belata Voda aita. Belata, Voda la the moat popular aite la 
the Knyaehevo sector of the park. Here the hikers, having climbed 
the steepeat part of the road up the mountain, halt to rest, dxinfc 
water, or eat at the restaurant. The distance from the starting 
point here la 2,* 5 0 m, hut due to the sharp incline it can on* he 
climbed slow* and with relative* great effort. 

prom the Belata Voda site upwards, the footpath goes south, 
up the shallow steps, than turns to the west and emerges on Tavorov 
hill at the Balkoncheto site. From here a wide scenic view of Sofia 
and the Sofia plain OPans out. A short distance beyond the Batton- 
cheto site, after cutting through a young beech forest, the foot- 
*»th emerges on the meadow at the Chereshite site and changes dl- 
rection from southwest to southeast. *he newest part of the foot- 
path passes the fountain at the Valoslte site and e**r*es at the 
Malinareki road, acme 100 m from the Mekicbamite rest point. 

Here the footpath turns, crosses the Malinareki road, and after 
winding through the forest emerges in the meadow at the Khrpusoviya 
Valog site to the left of the tourist Shelter. I*, Karpuaoviya 
Valog site is second in Importance among the rest points on* to 
the Belata Voda site. At this point the great climb is behind 
the hikers and after a rest the climb seems comparative* agreeable 

and easy. 

O, tw rtts. ItoclW awn. o» ■W"’*' * 

...a* da.. -■ «3 W "“‘ *• 

r _~. . r to «. 

to. .... «**a- da* «. WW « «. ‘ — 

tot . ^ * 
a, to. naatod. fauatoia, « *“ 
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and to the "JBlatnite Moatovo" site, while the footpath leading to 
the "MUchika" tourist hut continues to the south, cuts across the 
third class footpath leading from the "Planinets n tourist hut to 
the "Kanina Skala" tourist hut, passes through, the Mallnazba site, 
crosses the highway leading to the "Bor" tourist hut, and emerges 
in the court yard of the newly constructed "Septeravrl" tourist hut. 

Fifty to 60 m above the tourist hut the footpath is Joined 
by third class footpath KH ZH 10 , which comes in from the right 
from the Bell Bryag site, while on Its left third class footpath 
BH m u shoots off to the "Bor" tourist hut. Then the footpath 
goes south for a certain time, circles Burdarov's grave, and con- 
tinues, through a beautiful coniferous forest, toward the Boerltsa 
forestry station. Crossing the bridge at the Kyunetsa site, the 
footpath is Joined consecutively by footpaths HN H3 and BN HI^ 
coming from the "Bor" tourist hut an the left. 

Before reaching Boerltsa, the footpath skirts a small moun- 
tain, after which it cuts across the upper part of the moraine In- 
clined toward the Zlatnlte Moetove site, crosses a good wooden 
bridge from which there is an excellent view toward Vladaya Pass, 
the Iyulin Mountains, and the far-away Yugoslav mountain, chains • 

The footpath emerges on the northern side of the "Boerltsa" 
forestry station, circles it, and continues to the "Malchika" tour- 
ist hut. The distance between Boerltsa and the "Malchika” tourist 
hut is 920 m, the incline Is slight, and the walk through the forest 
is agreeable and easy. 

The footpath from Knyazhevo to the "Malchika" tourist hut, 
particularly between Knyazhevo and the "Planlnets" tourist hut. Is 
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tha moot popular and widely used of all. Xn winter the enow la 
cleared from it end movement along it continues uninterrupted. 

Prfle KlegliBMejto the "Bellte Brezl 1 ' tourist hut (KH Hi) 

The footpath branches off toward the south at the curve near 
the 5 ten mark on the Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove highway! and goes 
through the forest! following an old cart track# At the Kiselishte 
site* before crossing the Planinishka River, it is Joined by the 
second class footpath (HD Ify) coming from the &urveniya Bridge 
site# 

Pram the Planinishka River upwards, the footpath continues, 
without changing its original direction, through a young deciduous 
forest with small clearings, and after about 1,900 m, merges again 
on the highway at the Brezite site, between the 7#900 ton and 8.000 
km markers# 

Fifty meters east of the point where the footpath emerges on 
the highway the third class footpath KB HI ^ begins, leading through 
the Obelski Geren site to the Zlatnite Mostove Bite# 

At the Brezite site, the footpath crosses the highway, climbs 
along its southern side, passes the small wooden kiosk in the meadow 
above the fountain, and enters the yard of the tourist hut from the 
north. 


The footpath from Kiselishte to Belite Brezl is widely used 
because it is considerably shorter than the route via the highway# 


2k * 
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Malkoto Tourist Hub (Ml Ha) 

The footpath from Malkoto Kopito to the "Planinets" tourist 
hut at the bridge on the highway facing the Bakowets forestry 

house on the right bank of the ravine bearing the sane name. It 
crosses the new highway leading to the Belata Voda site and emerges 
at the fountain above the highway. About 50 m above the fountain, 
after it is joined by the third class footpath HH IHi leading from 
the Semovitea site to the Hakovets site, the footpath crosses the 
ravine to its other bank and begins to c l i mb . 

Sere, after the second turning, the third class footpath 
KN UI 5 branches off to the west, leading to the right to the Belata 
Voda site. The climb toward the peak winds in a series of serpen- 
tine curves which gradually become narrower and narrower. 

Beyond the Malkoto Kopito site, the footpath continues 
through the forest to the south, is Joined by the small third class 
footpath KM Hlg caning from the Malinarskl road on the west, and 
emerges at the Krustovishteto site, where footpath KM Illy branches 
off toward the Golyamoto Kopito site. Above the crossroads, the 
footpath emerges from the forest, crosses footpath KM II 3 leading 
to the "Medina Skala" tourist hut, cuts through the Planinishki 
meadows, and acrosa the Popa&iya Height, and canes out on the first 
class footpath which leads from Knyazhevo to the "Malchika" tourist 
hut (KM Ip). Then, following this footpath and then turning off onto 
second, class footpath KM 1%, it cranes out at the northern aide of 
the "Planinets" tourist hut. • 

The footpath from Malkoto Kopito to the "Planinets" tourist 
hut is rather steep in places, particularly in the first emotion of 
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tbs climb from Malkoto Kopito. let it is one of the moat direct 
footpaths, and thus widely used by the hik e r s » 

The footpath from the Rakovete forestry station on the high- 
way to the "PlaninetB" tourist hut is k.5k0 tan, and the hike takes 
about 90 minutes. 

ifarmisow Valo«."Moml na Skala" Tourist Hut jfeJBai 

This footpath starts on the ridge itself, at the Prozhektora 
site, branching off on the right from the first class footpath 
leading from Knyazhevo to "Malchika" (KH li), directly after this 
latter footpath leaves the Karpuzov Valog site. Pram this point 
upward the footpath crosses the open Pleninisbki Meadows, leading 
sou theas t, which direction it generally follows until it emerges 
at the tourist hut. 

The footpath emerges at the Bukara site at the Stulbovete 
site after cutting through the forest, and then, following the third 
clae s footpath KM II /numeral illegible^, leads to the Preslopta 
site, where it joins its old route* 

At the Preslopta site it is Joined by the second class foot- 
path BH Hi (Semovitsa-Butem) on its left. Then it passes through 
the forest at the Tunel* site and emerges again in the meadows. 
Hera, at this site, it turns to the south, and emerges in the mead- 
ows. Here, at this site, it turns to the south, and emerges in the 
meadows surrounding the "Messina Skala" tourist hut. 

The length of the footpath is 2.100 km, and the hike takes 
about 50 minutes. In winter it may be used for skiing. 
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footpath from the "Planineto" tourist hut to the Zlatn lte 
Hostovo site begins near the fountain which Is north of the tourist 
hut and follows the highway to the tourist hut. From the tourist 
but it turns to the southwest, enters a young beech forest, and 
goes upward to the Bell Breg site and the Zlatnlte Mostove site. 

About 200 m from Its beginning, the third class footpath 
® ***13 loading to the "Belite B rezl" tourist hut brunches off on 
the right to the southwest. After another Q50 m the footpath crosses 
the small moraine which starts at the Mandrata site, turns from th e 
south to the southwest, emerges on the highway leading from t h e 
Zlatnlte Mostove to the "Bor” tourist hut, and follows It down to 
Bell Breg, 

The Bell Breg site is quite well known among visitors to the 
park, lb provides an excellent view of the "Diraltur Blogoev" tour- 
ist hut, the Military Beet Home (TVS) ^Taanno vuzdushnl sill, Air 1 
Forcjs^, the "Bdelvays" tourist hut, ate. From here the Cheraata 
Skala Peak, the Balabana ridge, the Boerltsa forestry station, the 
"Malchika" tourist hut, etc, can also he seen. The Bell Breg site 
la an important crossroad at which several footpaths begin. As we 
have already said, the highway from Zlatnlte Mostove to the "Bor" 
tourist hut passes this way. Going due west one reaches the na- 
tural science station of the BAH (Bulgorste akademlya na na uldt e, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences ). The third class footpath KN ttt^ 
goes down to the north to the highway, and the third class footpath 
® ***10 leading to the "Septemvri" tourist hub goes to the south- 
east. 
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• Afthe Bell jfc4g>‘sit*»\ : fct 1 ® i tto' .highway. and 

■cysta th r oug h the meadow .t&.-jaat&1»e Moelioye site, over a broad 
.and veil traced' track* At -the l^hurliTO^, f Uyfl4a. site it is Joined, 


* * - * * Vj - %' .* . j . . • 

‘by 'the .second clastf footed BD V 'II ^n«P©rai i'ilegiblaT coning ism .. . 
the "Belite Brezi"' tour let ‘hut '<fl> the vest* It -reaches the highway. 


and following it, phssep; the ’forest i-polqi jind the fountain at the 
Geomagnetic statical' and- then reache^'the'-Zlatnite-'Mostove^site. . 


^.ioal^tti ; -iSa^j^’*ro ^^P3eidnet8^1»iuri^*^"to ttaL- 
Zlatcite Mostove site is one of the: po,at fr^My 't%ei®ed foot- 
paths in the park. Well traced, Mving no gace^t. fcic3J.n?s, snow 
drifts, or strong vinds, it bears almost constant traffic the year 
round. , * 


It is 1.800 km long and can be traversed in 3p minuted-. 


Third Clams Footpaths 

•i 

Chernlvat Koa-Moevetaa (KM IIIll 

Th<n footpath is a direct link between these 2 sites. It is 


3.130 km. long.. 


Knvng.hevolPi Rj»ir>itaa River (the Purvenjya M ost site) KK IHg 


• ' - • " This- footpath starts afc"'thSf AleksandrovBki Bridge and extends 

to 4he- VwitiM&S* MostVsite- on the" PiaaiCnitea River, fsm here, by 
, means fff the Planinitea River -Rayko »Daskalovo village ’footpath 

• ,.r ** . o ,, 

, . • - ••*<*•* ,Sv.,*; ... • t ° . 

(HP Xttx)* >*&***:& a 'dlrecV cQnnection betveen tCnyazbevo and Buyko 
l5afitelovt)| ; par«dlei: to the highway*. ,^b f&ath is 1*750 to long. 
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yootpath from the Balkoaoha to Site to tha Qolyaaata Uvafla 

su» (ro mil - 

' This footpath' Is only ; 9P'm long. It cprmects tha first' class 
footpath fron Knyazhevo*to tlW'''lfedchli4" tourist hut (KR Xx) with- . 
tha .third class footpath’ (KH IKC4)" wh'ich i&ds from the Albanetsa 

• site to the oolyanja ttvadg site.', . . 

Albanetsa-OolVEuiia Llvada -'(Ml'- IHt) 

This- footpath la the .lApsi; direct route • between the Belata . 

' . Voda. site and the Qolyama LlyadS, site.: Starting at the Polyana . 

Lived® site, it passes the. vplley^ball-grounds and is link' X by 

• the .highway withthe second, ciha^ -footipath XH XX X which leads from . 

Rlsellshte to the "Belite Brefci" ^ tourist, hut. ; Xt can also be used- • : 

as a llnk'betveen the' Bellte. Brezl "site :ajjd the Belata Voda site. 

The length of the footpath, from Its beginning to the Golyoma, 

Llvada site, is 

Rakovets -Beiata .Voda (KH Hit; ) 

This footpath was. laid out to relieve pedestrian, traffic on 
the highway between the Itakovete- ravine and the Belata Voda site.. 

Xt Is also known as ‘the Korchevata path* It is 1.7^0 km long. 

Mallnarskl Roaa-The Pootnath Through the Malkoto Korplto Site 

<w m& , 

This Is also d small* connecting footpath, only 170 m long. 

Its purpose Is to permit” hikers, to get from the Mallnarski road W -.„••• 
the Halkoto Kbplto footpath',’ . 
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IfeuBtgyiBhteto^olyan oto Ktoito (KB Iiy 

Shlo footpath 1 b 970 m long* Those traveling along t h a 
Malkoto Kopito-"Planinets " tourist hut footpath toward the "Mamina 
Sltala" tourist hut nay use branch KB Utj, which will lead tvum to 
tha Golyamoto Kqplto site. From there, by following third "i«°° 
footpath KB IUq, they will reach the Butera site, and finally the 
" M a mina Stela" tourist hut. 

Gplyamoto Kcmito-Bukara (KB 

Shis is a footpath 1.013 km long with a broad view. It is 
used by hikers making the trip to Golyamoto Kopito Peak, from which 
a«lce scenic view opens out toward Sofia and the Sofia Pla in . 

Ugleainets " Tourist Hut-"Mcmina Stela" Tourist Hut (KK Hip ) 

Tha footpath from the "Planinets" tourist hut to the "Momina 
Skala" tourist but is an intermediary one and also links second 
class footpaths KB Uij. and BB 12^ which lead to tha Zlatnite Mostove 
site and to the "Bor" tourist hut. For the most part it follows the 
high electric wires. It is 1.070 km long. 

Bell Breft-"Septem vrl" Tourist Hut (KB III-.nl 

This leads off from the Bell Breg site, where third class 
footpath (KB in 12 ) leads off to the Obelski Geren site. It is 
6 U 0 m long. It is used mainly for the descent from this tourist 
hut to the Zlatnite Mostove site. 

."Planinets" Tourist Hut-Baztovartshteto Site (KB IHn) 

Tha footpath from the "Planinets" tourist hut to the Raz- 
tovarlshteto site serves as the link between the tourist hut and 
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the highway loading to the Zlatnite Hoetovo alto. » allows hikers 
who have reached the "Planlneta" tourist hut through the Mallnarski 
road or the Karpuzov Valog site to return to Knyazhevo via the high- 
way. lb Is 920 m long. 

foeiski Geren-B eli Breg (P BS 12 I 

Ihls footpath branches off the highway to the Zlatnite Mostove 
at the Brezlte site. It begins at the to 7-900 Barter and goes 
south. It considerably shortens the route for the hikers going 
along the Zlatnite Mostove highway. It la 1.250 to long. It Is 
particularly convenient for those going from the Bell Breg site to- 
ward the highway. 

"pimviT'.vha" Tourist Hut«"Belite Brezi " Tourist Hut (KB ff&Lal 

tmp footpath passes the Obelski Geren site, where it Inter- 
sects third class footpath (KB HI 12 ). It links the 2 tourist huts 
mentioned. It Is 1.200 to long. 

FROM THE BGXANA (BH) START WG P0B3T 

(Boyana Is a small sub mountain settlement with a cultural 
club, a theater hall, and a faun workers* cooperative, ^he Boyana 
Falls, famous for their beauty, are 2.5 km above it along the 
Boyanska River. 

(The Boyana settlement has existed since ancient times, as 
evidenced by the ruins of the old "Batil" fart as well as by the 
many legends connected with the fort. 

(The settlement contains the historical church, "Svetl 
Panteleymon," which has been studied by many Bulgarian scientists. 
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The church woo built in 1259* during the reign of Konstantin Asen* 
Valuable murals dating txm that period have been discovered on one 
of its valla « These are the best preserved vail drawing of the 
thirteenth century in Bulgarian territory.) 


Boyana village is 7*500 km to the southwest of Sofia and its 
average altitude is 750 bu Zt is linked with the capital by a 
street car line and a paved highway* 


The trip is made by street car No 5# starting from Lenin 
Square* A transfer is made to street car No 8 at Pavlovo, on the 
vay to Boyana* 

Street cars operate from Lenin Square to Boyana uninterrupt- 
edly between 0455 hours and 0030 hours* 

The connection at the Pavlovo stop Is regular, end the serv- 
ice is reliable* ^he trip lasts about 35 minutes , 20 to 25 minutes 
of which are from Sofia to Pavlovo and 10 minutes from Pavlovo to 


Boyana* 


The last passenger coach starts from Boyana to s ofia at 0030 


hours* 


The Boyana -Zlatnite Mostove highway starts at Boyana* 


Length of the path 


5*870 km 


Average gradient 
Duration of climb 


3 hours 
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The footpath start 0 in the southern part of the settlement, 
at the lest curve In the highway leading to the protected zone above 
the settlement, and immediately enters the park. First it goes 
southeast for about 300 m, then turns to the southwest and begins 
to climb in hairpin turns along northern forested elope of the 
mountain* In this sector the gradients are very great and the 
march on the alley is comparatively difficult# 

At the fifth turn in the footpath, which is at the Sukhl 
Vrukh site, third class footpath M 113 ^ leading to the Boyansko 
Lake branches off to the south leading down small wooden steps, 
while the first class footpath continues to climb# After 2 more 
turns, third class footpath BN XXX5 goes off from the Dolna Maga- 
rlshtitsa site to the east. It also leads to Boyana Lake and is 
considerably less steep than the first footpath# Signs have not 
been placed at the first or at the second turnoffs since the lake 
is a rarely frequented tourist area# 

From the Dolna Magarishtitea site, the footpath continues 
to climb through the forest in broad curves and leaves the forest 
at the Yanevitsa site# Zhultata Skala Peak loans to the right of 
the Yanevitsa meadow, while Boyansko Lake lies below it on the left# 
The Yanevitsa meadow is a beautiful and convenient place to rest, 
but it has no water, so stops here are rare and short* On the 
southeastern edge of the meadow a second class footpath leads off 
to the "Kfemen Del" tourist hut — BN Hg* From here the main path 
continues to the south, and seme 80-100 m into the forest, turns to 
the east and then to the south# To the right of the turn is a plat- 
form on steep Borova Skala Rockj from it a beautiful view of the 
valley of the Boyanska River and of Sofia opens out* 

* 33 * 
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3!wo hundred to 250 a fro# the Borova Skala alts the footpath 
cros sea the Petrovich!® Stiver, makes an alaoat 9°° turn and goes 
tttrat to the vest and then to the southwest. Before the tuns is a 
snail stone fountain on the right of the path and in the rocks 20 a 
above it, a spring. These are the first sources of water that the 
hiker cones across along the footpath. Immediately across the 
river is the "Chudnata Ela" and on the right are yew trees. Both 
sites are described on page 18 of the guide. 

At the Drenska Skala sits, where the footpath turns from the 
southwest to the southeast, a second class footpath, BN 11^, goes 
off to the Boyana Palls and the "Mamina Skala" tourist hut. Prom 
Dr enska Skala, going southeast, the footpath follows along above 
the fountain at the Svinyovete site and continues to wind upward. 

The fountain is located 50 a below the footpath, but it is msrked 
by a sign, and a special path leads to it. At the 3.600 km marker 
at the Svinyovete site, third class footpath BN IHg leads off to 
the "Kernes Del" tourist hut. The first class footpath, 500 m far- 
ther on, comes out at the Karanova I4vada site. 

The Karanova Llvada site is an important crossroads. A foun- 
tain has been built and benches and tables have been set up. On the 
eastern edge of the meadow, to the left of the fountain, starts third 
class footpath BN ttt? leading to the "Kamen Del” tourist hut, while 
on the right, third class footpath BS XIX15 18840 *** t0 thfl aoutil * 
vest to the "Mamina Skala" tourist hut. The "Sredets” tourist hut 
is south of the fountain, at the Karanova Idvada Bite 1,060 m distant. 
First the footpath leading to it passes through a forest, gradually 
inclining upwards, for About 800 a, then it leaves the forest, cross- 
ing a meadow covered with Juniper trees and cones out at the “Sredets" 
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tourist hut exactly at the northwestern corner of the building itself. 
On the right and to the northwest is the end of third class footpath 
BN niih leading from the "Moraine Skala" to the "Sredets" tourist 
huts, while a little higher up, on the southwest, third class foot- 
path BN m 10 leading from the "Sredete" to the "Rodina" tourist 
huts branches off. 

2n addition, second claou footpath BN XXg starts eastward to 
the "Kamen Bel" tourist hut from the court yard of the "Sredets" 
tourist hut* 

Beyond the "Sredets" tourist hut, the footpath continues to 
the south through an almost totally bare and open region, passes 
the playgrounds, and emerges east of the "Tintyava" tourist hut. 

The footpath from Boyana to the "Sredets" tourist hut and 
the "Tintyava" tourist hut is an old and popular footpath. Xt is 
usable by hikers the year round, but it is more favored in winter 
since most of its length lies through a forest, and it is thus 
sheltered from the wind. 

The open part below the "Sredets" tourist hut is covered 
with snow in winter but it is a first class alley, the snow is 
cleared away regularly, and traffic along it is uninterrupted. 

Second Class Footpaths 

Bo yana«3emovltsa -Bukara (NKJSil 

The Boyana-Semovitsa-Bukara footpath begins at the highway 
to the restricted zone in the southern part of the settlement, 
exactly opposite the young pine forest at the Semovitsa site. Xt 
crosses the wooden bridge over the B 0 yanska River and enters the 

- 35 - 
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ptna forest. In tho foroat It makes a wide arc, passes the kyosk 
at the Pozhara site, and emerges on the right bank of the Guaheva 
Bara ravine. Here third claes footpath BN nil branches off to the 
now highway at the Rakoveta aite and to the Belata Voda and Golyeuna 
Llvsd& SitdB • 

Then this eecond class footpath goes almost due south along 
a horse cart track to the Tri Kladentai site, where, on the ri ght , 
a fountain has been built, and it is convenient to rest. A little 
farther along, it leaves the road at the Bazkruska site, and fol- 
lowing the left bank of the Gugkeva Bara ravine, comes out at the 
JComina site, where it turns and climbs up the slope. About 100 m 
above the turn it passes the fountain at the Uelchi Dupki site. 

Beyond the Lisichi Bupki site it continues to climb in nar- 
row, successive hairpin turns after every straight stretch of 100 
to 150 m| after passing the Turboshaka, Golemiya Kamuk ana Izvoza 
sites, it comes out at the ®olna Cheresha site, after which it fol- 
lows the cart track for a short stretch. At the Golemiya Kam uk 
site is a spring which gives pure drinking water throughout most 
of the year. 

Prom the Dolna Cheresha site, the footpath makes a wide arc 
first toward the east and then to the south and passes the Elata 
site. There it turns toward the Gorna Cheresha site and. approaches 
it on a rather steep incline. Beyond it the footpath goes west, 
cuts across the moraine at the Leskite site, and upon rea ching the 
lower right flank of the Golyamoto Kopito site, turns due south. 
Third class footpath BN UX^ shoots off to the right and to the 
northwest 60 to 80 m beyond the turn . This footpath leads to the 
Golyamoto Kopito site and frcm there to the Malkoto Kopito site and 
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the Malinarski road. Farther on the footpath turn* to the south, 
najcee a hairpin turn to gala altitude, and pausing the Chutanev veil, 
merges at the Butera site where It joins second class footpath 
XN 1X 3 , coming from the Khrpuzlovlyat Valog site. 

Ihe Boyana-Saaovltsa-Butera footpath ie a direct one laid 
out to facilitate hikes from Boyana to the "Planlneta" and "Mmlna 
Shala" tourist huts. It was laid out during 195 1 * and 1955. » *• 
56O m Ultf long and it takes 1 hour and 50 minutes to traverse it. 

Y 0 ^ | t. R n.”Kh man Pel" Tourist Hut-^ redats” Tourist, gat 


The Yanevltsa-Kamen Del-Srederts second class footpath 
branches off from the firat class Boyana-"Tlntyava" tourist hut 
footpath at the Yanevltsa site, above Boyana lake. IJp to the 
" Kamen Del” tourist hut, It is Bteep and leads In a generally south- 
easterly direction. First it goes through a tunnel of young de- 
ciduous trees, then crosses the Pavlovo site ana leads to the Bukite 
site, where a fountain has been built and there are facilities for 
rest. 

Leading toward the southeast at a rather steep gradient, the 
footpath passes the Golata Stela site, where it mates a wide turn 
and leads due south. Here too are 2 fountains near one another. 

From this point the footpath turns to the southwest, crosses the 
Boyana water conduit, and emerges at the Kolev Berea site. 

Prom the Kolev Geren site it goes straight south, leaves the 
forest, end enters the meadows below the "Kaaen Del" tourist hut, 
where It is joined by the third class Karanova Uvada-"Kamen Del” 
tourist hut footpath (BN 1%), which comes from the west. Together 
the 2 alleys enter the yard of the tourist hut. 
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The third class "Tfam n Del" tourist hut«4Cikiah site footpath 
(BN ZXXg) branches off to the southeast of the tourist hut, while 
the second class footpath nates a turn above the tourist hut, and 
goes off to the southwest and toward the "Sredofes" tourist hut* 

Bore again it crosses the water conduct between the Kamenno fftcxmf 
building and Boyana and the ravine leading 0 to the Govedarnlka site* 

Xt follows the left bank, turns through a snail moraine, and then 
goes straight south to a point about 200 m short of the "Bredets* 1 
tourist hut. Here the third class "Sredets” tourist hut-Kikioh 
site (BN IHo) footpath branches off. The second class footpath 
continues to the northwest to the yard of the ” Sredets" tourist hut 
at the southeastern end of the yard,. 

The second class Xanevitsa-Khraen D©3?-Sredeta footpath con* 
nects the Boyana and Drogalevtsl sectors of the Vitosha Mountains 
via the third class "Kamen ^el" tourist hut-Klkieh site footpath 
BN Hlg and the "Sredets " tourist hut-4Ctkish site path M'XXXg. 

The footpath is 2.950 km long. It takes 80 minutes to tra- 
verse it. 

ff Bor tt Tourist Hut-The l *Boeritsa Forestry Station" (Across 
the Balabaua Bldae (BN Xln) 

This footpath is a new one laid out during the summer of 
It starts on the southeastern side of the tourist hut, skirt# thfc 
building, cuts toward the west along the upper reaches of the 
Boyanska River, and crosses to its left bank. A t this point it. is 

e * a 

Joined by the third class footpath (BH nijj) coning from the *S«rp« . 
tetovrl" tourist hut. From hare it goes to the southwest through a 
young coniferous forest, cuts through a swamp, and arrives at the 

• • oa » ° i . ' ' 
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After crossing, the ridge, the footpath goes southeast through 
a coniferous forest, then cuts across a small moraine uhere drinking 
vater can be ..found, and gradually turns toward the south# Below the 
Chemata Skala Peak it leads through the coniferous forest, crosses 
the Ifyunetoa ravine and emerges at the first class Knyasshevo-^Malchika" 
tourist hut footpath (KM ti) and follows it to the "Boeritsa" 



forestry station. 

The "Bar" tourist hut-"Boeritsa" footpath has almost no gra* 
tilent* 2t is a truly circuitous footpath which is now being used 
considerably more than the footpath between the 2 above-mentioned 
points which passes the tyi&rnata Skala Peak:# 

n 

Ph |a footpath is 1.950 km long, and it takes about 50 minutes 
to traverse it# 

Drenaka Skala-"Mamina Stela" Tourist Hut -"Bor" Tourlgt , Hut 

fm ml 


The footpath leading to the "Mamina Stela" tourist hut ana 
the "Bor" tourist hut is a branch ctf the first class Boyana-"Sredete 
tourist hut-"Tintyava" tourist hut (BIS Ig) footpath. It branches 
off from the first path at the Dreneta Stela site about 3 bn from 
the beginning of that footpath in Boyana. It climbs toward the 
southwest high on the right bank of the Boyanska Hiver, through a 
deciduous forest of moderate age. At first it is quite rocky and 
disagreeable to the hiker, but later the surface changes to soil 
and the path improves. 
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Approximately 460 a from its beginning the footpath emerges 
on a nigh and open apace, where third class footpath BH III 16 , which 
pa us es the falls, branches off from ite right side toward the west. 
Eighty meters higher up it Joins the footpath leading to the "Kanina 
Stela" tourist hut again. The distance from the Boyana Falls to 
the "Mamina Stela" tourist hut is about 1,400 m. Formerly the old 
footpath was st.eep and tiring beyond this point, but in the autumn 
1954 it was retraced and changed. How from the falls to the 
Qazhovltsa site, where a small fountain and rest facilities ere lo- 
cated, the climb is easy, with wide smooth curves. 

The t hir d class footpath (BN III 18 ) from Gazhovitaa to the 
• Koranova Idvada site turps off to the -east at the Gaahhvitaa site, 

• while that leading to the "Mamina Stela" and "Bor" tourist huts 

* leaves the forest* crosses the meadow, and emerges at 4 Se bridge , 
over the Boyaaste Biver east of the-”Mcraina Stela" towstst hut. 

At the Upper end of the meadow above the hut it is Joined by the • 
third class footpath (BK in 15 ) which comes from the Karaaova Uvada 

e 

site* 

. • •» 

From the "Mamina Stela" tourist hut upwards the footpath fol- 
lows a wide old track in a southerly direction toward the "Bodina" 
tourist hut* Before coming to the hut, the footpath! CTO&ses the 
Zlatnlte M 0 stove-"Bor" tourist hut highway and enter* the Jrard of 
the hut frau the northeast. Beyond the "Rodina" tourist hut it e 
cuts across the highway again, goes up the stone step* te the 
"Sintyava" tourist hut, and enters the yard. • 

° . • From the "Tintyava" tourist hut the footpath turps to the 

southwest, and mounting a slight rise, comes wit at the "Bor" tour- 
ist but. . 

0 o - 40o- 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 



The Brenskata Skala -Tintya va -Bor footpath la a major branch 
of the flret class Boyana-Sredets -Tintya va footpath* It is used 
quite often and many hikers prefer to go up or down it instead of 
going via the "Sredets" tourist hut* 

The footpath is 2*9 km long* Zt takes 75 minutes to traverse 
it. 

Third Class Footpaths 

Ssmovitsa-Nakovets (BN IZZi ) 

This branches off from the second class Boyena-Seraovitsa- 
Bukara footpath (BN II^). It is 1*8 km long* Zt serves to link 
the Seacovitsa, Rakovets, and Belata Voda sites. 

Svetata Voda -Boyana Lakgt (BN Illg) 

This footpath is new and is part of the planned Boyana- 
Kikish footpath going via Boyana Lake. This will establish a con- 
nection between the Dragalavtsi and Boyana sectors of the Vitos ha 
Mountains. This path is I. 56 O km long. 

Boyana-Shilestfva Kamuk Site-Boyana Lake (BN Ills) 

This is the oldest route to Boyana Lake* The footpath is open 
and in places is quite steep and rocky. It is used mainly for the 
descent from the lake# It is 2.2 km long. 

Sukhi Vrukh-Boyana Lake (BN IIIli) 

Calculated from Boyana, the length of the alley is 1.5 km. 

It connects the Boyana-^Tintyava” tourist hut path (BN Ig) with 
Boyana Lake. This is the steepest and shortest footpath to the 
lake* 

- 4l - 
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iwfii f htitw-g 'rir'* (BM msl 

T*is footpath also leads to the lake. It branches off froa 
the first class Boyana-«Ti»tyava« tourist hut footpath at the Polna 
Magarlshbitea sits. Unlike the preceding ones, this path has no 
gradient at all and is horizontal. It is mainly used In vlnter 
when the footpath BH III4 becomes icy. Calculated from Boyana, 
its length is about 1*7 tone 


g.r> wymrata ."Kamen " Tourist Hut (BH Illfij 

lids branches off from the first class B 0 yana-"Tintyava" 
tourist hut footpath at the Svinyovets site. It is used by visitors 
to the hut who, in coming from Boyana, do not wish to follow the 
second class Ianevitsa-«Khmen Del" tourist hut path (BH 1^) be- 
cause of Its steepness. This alley is 640 m long. 

l^vada-"Kame r Tourist But (BN Ujl l 

This is a branch of the first class Boyana-"Tintyava" tour- 
ist hut footpath. It branches off toward the east at the KSranova 
Livadaaite. It is 6 3 0 m long. Together with the Khrenova Uvsda- 
.-Mcmina Skala" tourist hut footpath (BH SI*) 1* » the shortest 
route between these 2 tourist huts. 


tut" Touris t Hut-Kl^lsh (BH III&l. 


to, u l.t «■ U*. » •“* * **” * amUt 

of the Vitosha Mountains. 
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"flwadiyha 11 Tour In t alta {g£ 

This footpath branches off from the second claaa Ytaavitaft- 
Xtenen Del-Sredota footpath (BH Ila) eaat of tha "Sradata" tourlat 
hut. It is 1.020 tan Ions and Joins tha "Ktanan Del" tourlat hut, 
Itmah site footpath BN Ills. » «» shortest connection be- 

tween the Breaovitsa forestry station and the "Sredats" tourist 

hut a 

"Sradato M -"Rodina 11 (BH IXIno) 

The footpath from the "Sredets" tourist hut to the "Rodina’ 
tourlat hut is quite short. To the turn in the newly abuilding 
highway | it is 270 uu 


"aamtemvri"-"Bor" (BN IIIil) 



This footpath begins 50-60 m to the southwest of the "Sep. 


temvri" tourist hut. It is a branch of the firat clasa Khyashevo- 
"Malohika" tourist hut footpath (KN Ii). It is straight, makes no 
turns, and has only an insignificant and gradual incline. It, 
along with third class footpath KN IIIio, forms the most direct con. 
nection between the "Bor" tourist hut and the Zlatnite Mostove site, 
It is 1.160 km long. 

"~Rrtr" Tourist Hut.."BoaritBa " Forestry Station (Via the 
Chamata Ska la Pe ak) (BN IPip). 

This footpath is the oldest link between the "Bor" tourist 
hut and the "Boeritea" forest house, but since the construction of 
second class footpath BN II3 over the Balabana ridge, the traffic 
p1 nn e it has decreased considerably. It is 2.550 km long. 


• ^3 * 
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Stale footpath connects the highway with the "Septemvri" tour- 
ist hut and shortens the route to this tourist hut fra the "Monina 
Skala" tourist hut. During the early spring and in autumn the foot- 
path is flooded and cannot be used. It is 300 m long. 

"M^nirrn Skala" -"Bredets " (BN Illik). 

This is a straight footpath with no turns and a relatively 
slight gradient. Its general direction is northwest to southeast. 

It is 780 a long. It is important only as a link between the 2 
tourist huts • 

Kh ranova Llvada-”Momlna Skala" lourlst Hut (BN IIIisl 

This is an intermediary footpath connecting the first class 
Boyana-'Sredets" tourist hut-"Tintyava" tourist hut footpath (BN le) 
and the second class footpath which comes from Boyana via the Boyana 
mils (BN Ilk). It crosses the Oashovitsa meadow. It is **-90 m 


This footpath is known aB the Palls footpath. It is a small 
side footpath which takes visitors below the falls, then above them, 
and then Joins the footpath leading to the "Momina Skala" tourist 
hut again. In some places the footpath is quite steep. Its over- 
all length is 370 m. 

Bo yana Palls -Skakav ets Site (BH HI17I 

The footpath from the Boyana Palls to the Skakavets site 
branches off the falls path BN III l6 , crosses the Boyanska River 
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and emerges in the Skakavets Meadows. An old cart track leads from 
the Skakavets Meadows to the "Mcmina Skala" tourist hut. Xhls foot- 
path has been marked only as far as the meadows and is 380 a long. 


OaBhovltsa-Maranpva Idvada IBM miaj 

Shis footpath serves as a link betveen footpath BN II 4 lead- 
ing to the "Momlna Skala" tourist hut and footpath BN XIq leading 
to the "Sredets" tourist hut. Zb begins at the Oazhovltsa fountain 
and ends above the Khrenova Livada fountain. Its entire length lies 
through a forest. Zb is 310 m long. 


The Cheresha-Oolyamobo Kopito footpath branches off from the 
second class Boyana-Semovitsa-Bukara (BN II^) footpath. Its purpose 
is to take hikers from the first footpath to Qolyamoto Kopito Peak. 
Tourists who have come this way may continue to the "Momlna Skala" 
tourist hut or to the "Planinets" tourist hut via third class foot- 
path KN XXI 3 leading from Oolyamoto Kopito to Bukara. 

STARTING POINT DRA0AUSVTS1 VILLAGE (HD) 

(Dragalevtsi is one of the largest sub Vitosha Mountain vil- 
lages. It is on the deposit cone of the Dragalevska River. It is 
a resort settlement. With its regular autobus line, Dragalevtsi la 
In fact a sector of Sofia. Xn almost all of the village one can 
see small but nice end solidly built houses. However it is lagging 
in its city planning. The city regulation plan has not been applied. 
The water supply is Inadequate. 

(The highway leading to the "Aleko" tourist hut goes through 
Dragalevtsi. A street car line to the settlement will be built in 
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the very near future. A new cable car line was built between D««a- 
levtsl and the Vitoaha Mountains in 1955. ®xe lower lift atation 
ia about one to from the preaent autobua atation in the village. 

The upper one ia below the Bay KruBtyo ahelter.) 


Dragalevtai village la in the northern foothilla c/f the 

Vitoaha Mountains, 7 to south of Sofia. Its average altitude is 

/ 

750 me 

Efce trip to Dragalevtai is made by bus. bus starts from 
the square in front of the Pioneers' Palace. A bus atop is at the 
of the "Anton Ivanov" Boulevard. 

The first coach leaves for Dragalevtsi at 0510 and the last 
one leaves Dragalevtsi at 2130. Itotog the day coaches leave Sofia 
every hour on the hour, and leave Dragalevtsi every hour on the 
half hour. The trip takes 15 to 20 minutes. 

First Clans Footpath 


■DrB f alevtsl- "ai^»" Tourist tot (DR fr) 


length of the footpath 
Climb 

Average gradient 
Hiking time 


7 to 
1,050 m 
15* 

3 1/2 hours 


The Dragalevts i-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath is one of the 
oldest hikers' paths and now one of the most heavily used. Plrst 
old cart tracks and steep paths were used. Since then, particu- 
larly during the last 2 or 3 years, many corrections have been made. 
The gradient was decreased and the condition of the footpath was 
lap roved. 

- 1*6 - 
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Eh© hikers 1 footpath begins at the bus stop located by the 
bridge over the Dnagalevska ^ivor at the lower end of the village* 

Eh© footpath follows the left bank of the river upstream, crosses 
the deposit cone of the river, enters the forest below the monastery, 
and crosses to the right bank of the river by the highway bridge. 
Ehere is als o another footpath, DR II3, which follows the left bank 
of the river, passes the lower lift station at the site of the 
future restaurant, and comes out at the above mentioned bridge* 

The first footpath passes the fountain at the Marvovets site as 
soon as it is out of the village* 


From the bridge upwards the main footpath follows the river 
for about 1,200 m | then it turns sharply to the left, follows the 
slope of the mountain, some 500 m farther on emerges at the Oolysmo 
Gradlshte site. Ehls section has 2 other auxiliary footpaths — 
one from the right bank of the river to the highway, and one to 
the left of the main footpath following along the ridge of the 
Gradishteto site. 


Ehe auxiliary footpath on the right side of the river, DR XX3, 
passes through some quite picturesque places. First it follows the 
river, passes many whirlpools, small water falls and rapids* Ehen, 
after a series of steps, It passes the pool beside the river, enters 
a thick juniper forest, and emerges at the fountain at the Pasha 
Bunar site. Continuing straight ahead after the flight of steps is 
a footpath leading to the Ifetnklni Padinl, Zelenl Del, and Klklsh 
sites. Ehe auxiliary footpath, after passing to the left of tbs 
water supply zone, becomes steeper in gradient and leads through a 
young juniper and pine forest with scattered birch trees to the 
Beleneki fountain where there are good resting facilities* Ehen it 
crosses the river* at the small Renkovo well, it joins the main foot- 
path* 
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The second auxiliary footpath, DR XX4, which passes to the 
left of the Main path to the Oradlshteto site, Is much steeper, 
despite the hairpin turns it makes before emerging on top at the 
Oradlshteto site. It crosses under the cable-car line several 

and along Its entire length provides a nice view of Sofia end 
the Sofia plain. After emerging on top it goes 200-300 m through 
the meadow and Joins the main footpath. 


u« e w up the main footpath it crosses the highway and goes 
thro ugh one of the widest meadows and most agreeable rest sites. 

It Is covered with larger or smaller groups of beech trees. Here 
are 4 reBt sites equipped with fountains, tables, benches, and fire 
places. 

After passing the shelter, the footpath crosses the highway 
once again and enters a thick pine forest through which, in several 
hairpin turns, it reaches the fountain at the Vulchata Skala site 
ana same 300 m farther on, the Alekova Fountain. Then the footpath 
cuts across the Brezovitsa -Petrov Grob-Platoto ridge and appears 
above the Ramanaki monument. Making an arc, it leads through 
beautiful small meadows ana valleys and enters the yard of the 
tourist hut from the weet. There is another, auxiliary footpath, 
going to the tourist hut from the Alekova Fountain, DR IX 7 . It 
passes the Petrov Orob site and then, with a change in incline, 
Joins the main footpath above the Roma ns ki monument. 

The sector along the footpath between the "Bay Krustyo" 
shelter ana the tourist hut is very agreeable in summer, but in 
winter the trip is made quite difficult by deep snow and blizzards. 
That Is why hikers prefer the trip by the highway in winter, via 
the Brezovitsa forestry station and the Ramanski monument from 
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which they go to the tourist hut via the Romanski-’ t Aleko ,, tourist 
hut footpath* 

The Drag&levt 0 i-’!Aleko " tourist hut footpath is cleared of 
snow and in winter is convenient for hiking; except along the sec- 
tion between the shelter and the Alekova Fountain* It is not 
suitable for skiing* Hovever a ski path; ending at the lower lift 
station at Bragalevtsi; is nearby* 

. In rainy weather the footpath does not became muddy; except 
around the Gradishteto site and the shelter; whefe it crosses open 
meadows* 

Secodd Glass Footpaths 

■ DragalevtBi-The Monastery Q)B Xh) x 

The footpath Is 6oo m long and its gradient la between 10 
and 15#* It la the most agreeable and convenient hikers* path to 
the Dragalevfcci Monastery* It was laid cut la 1955* 

This footpath branches off the main Dragalevtsl» w Aleko M 
• 0 

tourist hut hikers' footpath (DK I 3 ) where it enters the forest* 

Xt leads off to the right and goes to the northeast* Xb is con- 
venient and agreeable for hiking; has a veil leveled surface; and 
emerges at the monastery after only one hairpin turn. Passing 
through a tall and beautiful hornbeam forest, it crosses a beauti- 
ful forest meadow after its first turn. Above.it are rest faeili- . 
ties which can be reached by a narrow path* The path then continues 
through the forest| before emerging in the meadow at the monastery 
it splits in 2* The right branch leads directly to the restaurant, 
while the Itft one, which is shorter and steeper, .emerges at the 
meadow located to°the right of the highway in front of the restau- 
rant* 
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She DragalevtBl-Kiklsh-Platoto footpath begins at the foun- 
tain at the Pasha Bunar site. This place Is reached via the 
Pra gal sVtai-^Aleko" tourist hut footpath. Between the Pasha Bunar 
site and the rakish site the footpath goes up a few steps with a 
deaaxaUve railing, passes In short hairpin turns through a juniper 
forest* then through a mixed deciduous forest, and emerges by the 
fountain at the Yankinl Padlnl site, 20 m below the highway. She 
f oun tain at the Ya nkin l Padlnl site la unique, it is built In pro- 
vincial style, and has tables and benches around It for rest. 

t he fountain and, 10 m above it, the footpath crosses 
the highway leading to the "Aleko" tourist hut, re-enters the forest 
and immediately turns sharply to the left, at almost a right angle. 
It then parallels the highway. and after some 100 m turns to the 
right and starts upwards along the elope toward Klki sh . Here the 
footpath twists in almost continual hairpin turns, crosses the 
Zeleni Bel meadow, arid continues with broader curves to emerge at 
the Kikish site. 

The Kikish site Is one of the nicer places to visit — it 
Is a broad, open meadow with an excellent view said many flowers . 

Exactly on top of the ridge, the footpath leading to the 
Platoto site branches off to the south from the upper pert of the 
m eado w, while the footpath from the Tankini Padlnl site continues 
in Its old southwesterly direction toward the *'Kamen Del" and 
"Sredets" tourist-huts (BN HI9). After following this route for 
about 200 m, one comes to a fountain with very cold dri nk i n g water. 

0 

o 0 

o 
O 
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Ibe KUcish-Flatcrto footpath starts with a alight and pleasant 
gradient, onoesing the meadow almost in the middle. About 300 m 
far ther on the gradient increases sad the view changes. 

At the Vodnata Skala site, about 1,500 m from the Klkish 
eite, a short footpath branches off to the left toward the Orlovo 
Onesdo site (PR IIIio), and 900 a farther on joins the footpath 
leading to the Platoto site again. 

Bearing the Platoto site, the footpath follows a rare and 
beautiful gorge between the rocks, turns in an arc up a very steep 
slope above the left hand tributary of the Dragalevste River, 
creeses the tributary, which looks like a mountain stream here, 
and about 100 m farther on emerges at the footpath leading from 
the Komlnite Peak to the Platoto site (PR Hg). footpath has 
an exceptionally alpine character in this section and presents a 
splendid view toward the Komlnite site and the Pregalevska River 
° pass# 

The trip along this footpath is agreeable, but there is an 
inconvenience! drinking water Is not frequently found along it. 
FSrom the Klkish site to the tributary of the Pragalevska River 
there is water at only one place, and this dries up during the hot 
summer months, to winter the upper part of the footpath is inac- 
cessible due to the deep snow drifts and blizzards . 


The footpath is 6.820 km long and the trip takes 3 hours. 


Bote* to addition to the footpath described above, another 
auxiliary footpath, PR lllg, leads to the KikiBh Bite, to starts 
at the Buyaka site and emerges at the fountain. 


- 51 - 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


Second clans footpaths SR II3 and SR X£f war* described 
along with first class footpath DR I3 (from Dragalevtsi village to 
the "Aleko" tourist hut). 

K |Mah^Thfl "Bear Krustyo" Shelter tPR lit;) 

f Vi fn footpath is a part of the mid-mountain circumference 
footpath, which goes from the "Sredets" tourist hut to the Kikish 
site and continues to the "Bay Krustyo" shelter, the highway to 
the "Aleko" tourist hut and the Brazovitea-^THegiblgT" footpath. 

It is /number illegibly m long and is almost level, with slight 
clintos and dips. The footpath begins a short distance before the 
first turn enroute from the Kikish site to the monastery, goes in 
an east-southeasterly direction through a mixed deciduous forest, 
cuts across 2 large moraines which are steeply inclined toward the 
highway above the monastery. Then, following its old direction, 
it appears above the Dragalevska River pass. 

At the rocks above the river pass, the footpath turns to the 
south toward the Kominite Peaks, and passes, between steep rocks, 
along the only small, narrow terrace there is. Then it continues 
to the south to where the river's 2 tributaries merge. It crosses 
t.Vimti via snail, neat bridges, and goes along above the right bank 
of the river toward the north-northeast. It has a slight upward 
gradient toward the shelter. It crosses moraines and forests of 
various types of trees* then it turns east and emerges at the high- 
way to the "Aleko" tourist hut at the turn by the "Bay Krustyo" 
shelter itself. 


lovers of alpine nature take real pleasure in the trip along 
this footpath. 
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"Bay Kruatyo" SbaXter-Kbnlattc^lfttcto (DR II£) 

The Kanlnite Peafts are the most Important ana It would some- 
times s earn, the only objectives In the Vltosha Mountains of Interest 
to mountain climbers* Until 4 or 5 years ago no path lead to them* 
They could be reached only by a goat path which followed the river* 
Now they can be reached from the Kjkloh site and from the "Bay 
Kruatyo" shelter by way of comfortable, Interesting, and pleasant 
footpaths* 

The "Bay Kruatyo" shelter-Komlnlte-Platoto footpath begins 
at the sharp turn in the highway above the shelter* Two email hair- 
pin turns give it altitude as it goes off to the south-southwest, 
high above the Dragalevska River* The footpath passes through a 
forest of mixed coniferous and deciduous vegetation* In some places 
it crosses small moraines and overhangs the river. All along the 
way the hiker can see the alpine view of the Kominite and, on the 
other side of the river, high perpendicular rocks* High above the 
rocks the hiker can see the Orlovo Olezdo, and above it, the body 
of Kamen Bel Peak* Without hairpins or turns the footpath winds 
along the folds of the slope to the river, crosses a small bridge, 
and after a short hairpin turn, climbs into the foothills of the 
Kominite Peaks* The footpath to this point is 1,000 m long and 
had an average gradient of 15# • Prom there on up to the Platoto 
site, the footpath follows a deep, steep valley to the left of the 
Kbminite Peaks, end is typically alpine in appearance* 3n beauti- 
ful hairpins it climbs till the hiker has imperceptibly reached the 
upper end of the Kbminite ridge from which a splendid view opens 
out toward the valley of the Bragalevska River, Klklsh, Orlovo 
Gnezdo, and Women Bel* 

< 
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The footpath climbs to the plateau in short, steep hairpins 
over a flat, steep fir covered slope* It emerges high above the 
Kominita, on a slanting meadow at the foot of the Platoto site* 
Here it la joined by the second class footpath coming from the 
Kikish site to the Platoto site (DR X2g). 

After the merger of the 2 footpaths they turn south, and 
the gradient becomes considerably less* Crossing an open meadow 
thickly planted with firs, the footpath joins another footpath •• 
the "Tintyava” tourist hut-'Aleko’’ tourist hut-Cherni Vrukh Peak 
path •• to the left of the "Ushite" shelter at about 1,100 m* 


The footpath vm laid out between 1952 and 1954. It is 2.6 
km long. ?he trip takes 1 hour and 40 minutes. 


levski Monast 


The Dragalevski Monastery-Boyana Lake footpath is part of 
the lower mountain circumference footpath* It is an excellent 
hiking route for one-day trips* It is 3*4 km long* 


This footpath leads off from the Buyuka site above the 
Dragalevski Monastery and joins the second class Dragalevtsi- 
Kikish-Platoto footpath at the fountain . 


This is a small connecting footpath between the second 
class Dragalevtsi4dklsh -Platoto footpath (DR IX 2 ) and the third 
class Buyate-Kikish-Platoto footpath (DR XXXg). It crosses the 
steep moraine below the Zelenl Del site* 
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Prpfialevskl Mot)aotery «Buyafo. (DR HIUl 

This footpath passes through a nico pine foraot. It is 
460 a long. 


Py fia^yiBki Monaatery»BvQral«rjMM lk JSSi 

This footpath connects the monastery and the KUcish site, 
passing through the Buyaka cite. ®he length of the footpath, from 
the monastery to the Buyaka site, is '44o m. 

Dr .,»n«mki Manastery-Ihe Hig h way Above Belenskl (DB Ig £ l 

This is an old cart track made into a footpath. The gradient 
is auite steep. 

Draaftlevski Monastery-Pa s ha B unar (PH Hill 

This is a wide footpath vith an even surface. It is 250 m 


long. 


Draaalevsk i Monastery -Malkoto Qradlsht e_ (DR XEfa l 

This is a part of the low mountain circumference footpath. 

It is a promenade in the region of the monastery. It is 580 m long. 

Balenski-The High way (PR HXdl 

This footpath connects the Pasha Bunar-"Bay Rrustyo” Shelter- 
"Aleko" tourist hut footpath with the Dragalevtsi-"Aleko" tourist 
hut footpath. 

^telflh-arlOVQ G nozdo (DR Iglfli 

This footpath is an auxiliary to the Kikioh-Platoto footpath 
(DH II 2 ). It is 980 m long. 
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miam point simbohovo village (sn) 

(Slmeonovo ie one of the relatively large sub Vitooha Moun- 
tain villages. It has ell the natural prerequisites for becoming 
a resort center for the population of Sofia. However it Is lagging 
In city planning. Hot far above It Is a beautiful coniferous forest, 
now a park. The Simeonovska River, along which several pools have 
been dug, flows to the east of the park. It Is convenient and agree- 
able for swimming in summer. 

(Two rest homes belonging to the trade unions are about 1,200 m 
above the village in the upper end of the pine forest. 

(Slmeonovo village Is an important and very convenient start- 
ing point for hikes In the eastern part of the "Vitos ha” Park. F»m 
here convenient and agreeable hiking routes lead to the region of 
the "AW tourist hut, Chernl Vrukh Peak, the Dervlsbka Bachljia 
site, the Bistritsa Reserve, etc.) 

Slmeonovo village Is in the northern foothills of the Vltoaha 
Mountains, 9 km to the southeast of Sofia and on an altitude of about 
790 m. The trip to Slmeonovo is made by bus. Coaches start from 
the Squaw at the Pioneers' Palace. A bus atop Is on the right 
front corner of the place yard. 

Hoe first bus leaves for Slmeonovo at 0510 hours end the last 
at 2100 hours. During the day coaches leave Sofia for Eitaeonovo 
every hour (on the hour) and leave Slmeonovo for Sofia every hour 
(on the half hour). 
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firat OXw Footpath 

Slmeonovo-Brozovj.tBa-'Aleko" ffourlat Hut (SM Ik) 


Length of footpath 
Climb 

Average gradient 
Hiking time 


8.2 km 
1,010 m 
12.5# 

3 hours 


The Simeonovo -Brez ovit 0 a - "Aleko ' 1 tourist hut footpath begins 
at the lover end of the pine forest directly above the village* It 
is reached by following Belikata Street which starts at the school 
near the bus stop, toward the forest. For the first 600 m the foot- 
path goes through a beautiful pine forest. The steep climb is 
achieved by several hairpin turns* At the upper end of the forest 
the footpath emerges on a wide meadow, passes the rest home of the 
trade union of workers of the Ministry of Construction, and after 
making 2 turns above the Belikata site, comes out at the fountain 
above the Goroa Plocha site. 


From the fountain at the Goma Plocha site the footpath enters 
a hazelnut forest. In same places it resembles a tunnel. After 
making only one turn in 1,200 m, the footpath reaches a second 
fountain, at the Mala Brezovitsa site, which has resting facilities. 
Beyond the fountain, the footpath continues through the hazelnut 
forest for no more than 400 to 500 m and then emerges at the meadow 
below the Zhelezni Vrata site. To the left of the rock at the 
Zhelezni Vrata site is a fountain and a comfortable place to rest, 
and only 300 m higher up, to the right of the footpath, is an ex- 
tensive pond named "Bubreka, " and also a fountain and. rest facili- 
ties* 
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About 700 to 800 m beyond the pond, the footpath emerge a Just 
at the entrance to the court yard of the Bresovitea foreetry station 
on the highway leading to the "Aleko" tourist hut* It follows the 
highway from here to the Ram&nrki shelter, about 1,800 m* Here is 
an agreeable place to root -* the Tsvetna Polyana site, which is 
off to the left of the highway, near the forestry station* A monu- 
ment to the student Boraoneki, who died a tragic death in 1933# 1* 
at the upper end of the highway to the left and east of the shelter* 
A little higher up, at the turn in the highway a temporary wooden 
building, "Udaroik," has been built* The sites around the Kamanski 
monument and the tourist hut are pleasant places to rest. There is 
good cold water at the tourist hut* 

The distance from here to the "Aleko” tourist hut is 800 m. 
The route to the tourist hut branches off from the highway a little 
before the big curve. At first the gradient is slight, but becomes 
rather steep toward the middle of the path* Hear the tourist hut, 
it passes through an old, coniferous forest and enters the tourist 
hut area from the northeast* 

In winter the footpath, except for the part which follows 
the highway, Is not convenient for skiing because of its steep 
gradient and sharp turns. Along the highway, however, when the 
snow is thick and soft or wet, skiing is poor because of the slight 
gradient* 

Second Class Footpaths 

Simeonovo -Buda -"Aleko M Tourist Hut (SM III) 

The Simeonovo-Buda-» u Aleko" tourist hut footpath has the same 
storting point as the Siraeonovo-Bre^50vitsa•% t !Al(2ko ,, tourist hut 
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F*UU > ■* 


footpath. The beat way to reach it 'in to follow Belikata Street. 

Ab it entere the pine forest, the footpath'dividea fan-like, <11- _ 

• • 

rectly after the first bridge, into 3 routes. The right branch 

leads to the Brezftvitsa forestry station*. The other 2 branches . * . . 

o 

conetituto the main branches of the footpath network oS the ‘ 

Slmeonovo Park* .These branches take one across the park to the , . 
artificial pend is the river valley beyond the park. 

Trcci the pend the footpath continues upstream along the 
S imeon ovska Elver, creeses to its left bank and hack again several 
times, climb s Sttoo 150 m and then makes a sharp left turn. About 
300 m above th« first pood Is a second pond, as well as a small 
pool in the river, dose by. leading almost straight upward, the 
footpath emerges St the Bovato site'. 

The footpith leads from ^ovato to the Buda site and to the 
pine forest above the louche vska River, which flows toward the 
Bistritsa village* Sere it leads for the most port through meadows, 
has a slight gradient, and makes slight turns vhich follow the to- 
pography. Hear the pine forest the view opens out over almost the 

m 

entire Sofia plain, and on the east, to the valleys of the Tanchev- 
ska River, the Bistritsa River, and to the neighboring heights. To 
the left of the footpath, 100 a before it enters the forest, is a : 
nice spring with carferttfble facilities for rest. 

Pram the meadows the footpath leads into a thick pine forest, ; 

e • o 

cuts across a small moraine, scute 20 m below which is a fountain in 
a small forest meadow. Prom this point on the footpath crosses • 




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


entire Derviohlsa Bachiya site, the old nursery, th* valley of the . 

Xuchevska River ,• the. valley of the stantoiite River with its * 

, . . • • ‘ 
bum roue noraines, the point where the 2 rlvera cone together , 

* a 

the Fogledets , Katunishte, ana Reznyoveto peaks j etc* caaba 0 „ 
clearly- seer from here* 


Crossing the Xanchevska ‘River* “the footpath turns sharply 
to the right 'and emerges on the road leading from the Brezovitsa 
forestry station to the Karkuma site (SM XJg)# the preserve* and 
the Bistritsa village e It follows this road to the right for about 
100 u and then turns upward to the left* and 700 m upstream reaches 
the Romanskl monument. At the bridge over the Yanchovska ^iver is 
a resting place with a pond* a fountain* a fireplace* benches* etc* 


From the bridge the, footpath follows the river upstream* 
cuts across it several times, and then leads through the Juniper 
and beech forests* ^he footpath divides before It reaches the 
Romanski monument . The right branch is short — only 60 m long — 
and runs to the highway which leads to .the monument* while the 
left branch continues upward and joins the footpath from the Ho- 
manaki shelter to the "Aleko” tourist hut wMch we’; mentioned in 
describing the Siaeonovo-^Brezovitfe a - "Aleko " tourist hut footpath 
(SK ty). *. ‘ / 


The Simeonovo-Buda-’ , Aleko 1 ’ tourist . hut footpath will be 
used much in the future* It is the shortest and most picturesque 
route between Sofia and the "Aleko” tourist hut* It has -the 
slightest possible gradient and a rich diversity of facilities, 
and It leads through beautiful sites* Between the YECnchevska 
.River and s imeonovo It is convenient for skiing* It is 7*250 km 

e 

long, has an, average gradient of 12*554, and it takes about 3 hours 
to traverse it* 
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jasa&tea Forestry Station,;j&M&pa M .Ha). 

Tb& BrezovitBa-lflarkaim footpath is a part of the middle 
moun tain circumference footpath* It makes the connection between 
the regions above the Dragalevtoi and Stmeonovo villages in the 
middle mountain zone on the one hand, and the region of the Bis- 
tritsa village on the other, mo footpath begins at the Braga- 
. levtsi -Rcp a nski monument highway, 280 m from the Brezovitsa 
forestry station, and ends at the forestry station at the Karkuma 
site, -where it Joinb the Bistritsa village-"Aleko" tourist hut 
footpath, tt is 3*350' to long* 

. ' . 00 o ** 6 

The first section, from 1sJ*e highway to the Yanchevska River 
is about 1.5 km long, and outs though a dense 20 to 30-year-old 
pine forest. In the lower part *f the forest it crosses the large 
Xsvetna Meadow. 

After crossing the XanchevaJja Biver, the footpath enters the 
Dervishka Bachiya site, which stretches between the valleys of the 
Xanchovska and -Stantsiite rivers* fbe footpath makes a convex arch 
to the Stantsiite Biver. Xt crOs.es the river, climbs up to the 
Pogledets site, turns sharply to tits right and, at the same slight 
gradient, loads to the meadows sad forestry station at the Karkuma 
site. 


Thj trd Class Footpaths 

Tavetna Polyana Site -Petrov arob*Platoto (SH XXIiI 


• The footpath connecting 41 m tsvetna Polyana site with the 
Platoto site passes through tbt l?*tr»v Orob site. Xt begins at 
the highway leading to the Bomc&skl mo nume nt and Joins the "lintyava" 
tourist hut-"Aleko" tourist hut footpath. It is 630 m long. 
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SEAKCBJa POINT BISTRITSA VILLUS (38 ) 


(Bistritsa is erne of the largest sub Vltosha Mountains vil- 
lages. It was established during the Middle Ages, first as an ore 
mining village for the production of Iron. It is on a terrace be- 
tween the Vltosha and Plana mountains. The population Is engaged 
In agriculture, livestock breeding, and stone quarrying. 


(Bistritsa village Is becoming an excellent resort settlement. 
An entire sector of cottages has already been built In the upper 
part of the village where the Yanchevska and the Stars Reka rivers 
merge. 


(Bistritsa 1 b a starting point for hikers toward the higher 
regions of the park — the "Aieko" tourist hut, charai Vrukh, Rez- 
nyovete, Oolamiya Kupen and Skoparnlka peaks. 

(The Bistritsa reserve — the largest and best preserved 
coniferous forest In the Vltosha Mountains — is 3 km above the 
village. ) 

Bistritsa village is on the northeastern slope of the moun- 
tain 17 km east of Sofia, at an 860 m of altitude. 

The trip from Sofia to Bistritsa is made by bus. The Zhe- 
leznltsa village bus leaves Vuzrazhdane Square In Sofia at 1500 
hours, and leaves Bistritsa at 0730 hours. Bistritsa can also be 
reached by special coach starting from the tt 0raf Ignatiev" Street 
bridge. However the coaches do not yet go all the way to the vil- 
lage but stop at the "Mlada Gvardlya" Cooperative Inn (Bunkera), 

3 km from the village. ®he first coach leaves Sofia at 0530 hours. 
The last bus leaves Bistritsa village for Sofia at 2005 hours. The 
trip takes 25 to 30 minutes. 
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OseS SM& 2aa&a& 

Bl»trltaa- ,, Aleko 1 ' Tourlat ftrt (SS .frl 

Length of the path 
Climb 

Average gradient 
Duration of climb 


9.640 km 
950 a 

10?t 

3i5 hours 


The footpath begins in the southwestern part of Bistritsa 
village* near where the Stara Keka and Tanchevska rivers merge. 

One reaches the footpath by following the signs from the main 
square In the center of the village. 

The convenience and advantage offered by this footpath lie 
in the fact that it enters the mountains Just at the village. The 
moment the hiker has set foot on it* he is in the foothills of the 
Vitosha Mountains, fhe footpath immediately mounts the left bank 
of the Stara Reka River* crosses a recently planted forest* tra* 
verses deep* dry valleys by means of beautiful little bridges and 
dikes, and about 1.5 km farther on* crosses to the other bank of 
the river via a unique bridge. For about l.J km until it reaches 
the great falls of the river the footpath has a pleasant* minimal 
gradient. Here* by the falls* a bridge and a kyosk have been built. 
A little higher up, tables and benches have been placed by the cold 
spring. This offers not only a place to rest during the course of 
a hike* but also a practical and agreeable camping ground for over- 
night hikers coming to the falls. 


Just above this site* the footpath enters the great Bistritsa 
Reserve. Once within the reserve it follows the river* sometimes 
almost at the water's edge* sometimes a little farther from it. It 
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croasea tha river more than 10 tinea via beautiful little wooden 
brid ges with unusual latticed railings. 

After passing through the Mekhaacboto site, a meadow a little 
above the point where the rivers which flow down from Skoparnlka 
and Ooleniya Rezen peaks merge, the footpath turns sharply to the 
right, passes below the Golyamata Oramada site, and after sane 
1,200 m, emerges on the wide meadows at the Karkuma site, 7*5^0 J™ 
from Bistritsa village and 2.1 to from the "Aleko" tourist hut. 

®he footpath has 2 branches leading to this point. The first is 
an the left (BS lUj). It is a narrow path — 1.20 m wide — which 
some 200 m to the Golysmata Oramada site — a huge stone 
"river" 80 m wide in some places and over 1 to long. 

The less direct path crosses the Grenada site and Joins the 
footpath leading to the "Aleko" tourist hut again. Another branch 
turns to the right 1*20 a above the first branch and leads to the 
Pogledets site. It is a footpath of normal width and links the 
reserve with the footpath leading from the Karkuma site to the 
Brezovltsa forestry station HXi). 

The site has a small forestry station, a fountain, 

tables, and benches. The wide sunny meadows at the Karkuma site 
are covered with a multicolored carpet of flowers from early spring 
to late autumn. A footpath branches off to the right from the Bar- 
kuma site toward the Brezovitsa forestry station. 

Between the Karkuma site and the "Aleko" tourist hut, the 
footpath passes uninterruptedly through beautiful forest meadows, 
woods and clearings carpeted with fir needles. Eight hundred meters 
beyond the forestry Btation it crosses the moraine above the Stantsi- 
ite River via an ornate bridge 50 m long — the longest foot bridge 
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over a moraine in Bulgaria* High above the bridge) on the river's 
left bank is a resting place with tables and benches* 

Seven hundred meters higher up is the Mecha Polyana site — 
the most beautiful rest area in the region of the "Alofco" tourist 
hut. Above it) the footpath passes through a Juniper forest and 
emerges into the yard of the tourist hut at the cable car station* 

A footpath leading to Piperkata Peak (BS Illg) branches off 
to the left about 300 m above the Khrkuma site* It Joins the Mecha 
Polyana -Oolyamiya Kupen footpath. On the edge of the Mecha Polyana 
site a footpath branches off to Skoparalka, Kupena, and Cherni Vrukh 
peaks (BS Hg), 

The Bistritsa vlllage-'Aleko" tourist hut footpath does not 
get muddy during the rainy season) except for the short section be- 
tween the village and the rlver f where the soil is clayish* 

In winter it is difficult to traverse because of drifts and 
heavy snow. It is not suitable for skiing. 

Second Class Footpaths 

Derviohka Bachlya- tt Aleko n Tourist Hut (BS Hi ) 

This footpath la a part of the important Bistritsa village - 
"Aieko” tourist hut route. It branches off from the Brezovitsa- 
Karkuma footpath (SM H^) going toward the tourist hut at the old 
tree nursery at the Bervtshka Bachiya site, is 2 k ra long. Here 
the gradient is between 10 and 20$ and along some short stretches, 
over 20$, Almost at its very beginning) the footpath starts to 
curve) with a slight hairpin turn, through the meadow above the 
"Bazsadnika" nursery. It passes through an old coniferous forest 
and emerges at the Vtoroio Runo site — a broad, flat meadow, 
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From here it goes westward through wooded areas of varying 
hinds and different ages and emerges in the meadow at the Zretoto 
Guno site. Here the footpath goes along the edge of a beautiful 
moraine, crosses its western part, and re-enters the forest* Still 
leading westward the footpath, a few hundred meters farther on, 
enters the yard of the "Aleko" tourist hut at the cable car stop* 

"Aleko” Tourist Hut«Kusena Peak (BS Xiel 

The "Aleko" tourist hut-Kupena Peak footpath, 4 .640 km long, 
links the "Aleko” hiking center and Skopamika and Kupena peaks* 

It has a slight gradient averaging 4 to 6$, with a maximum of less 
than 10$* It begins at the Mecha Polyana site with a slight gra- 
dient, cuts across the high mountain meadows and moraines, and 
descending, leads to one of the tributaries of the Stara Beka River* 
The footpath leads along below the Reznyovete Peak, bypasses the 
Piperkata Peal: and the Bistrishki Reserve, and describes an arch 
through this region with its open, side toward the reserve. T he 
terrain is open and offers a beautiful scenic view on all sides. 

After crossing the tributary of the Stara Reka River, the 
footpath crosses many other streams, brooks and moraines, and enters 
the high plateau between the Skopamika and Kupena peaks. It 
crosses the plateau, on an almost level gradient, for about 800 m 
and comes out at Kupena Peak. 

About 2.5 to from the Mecha Polyana site, in the middle of 
the path, and 400 to 500 m after it crosses the first tributary of 
the Stara Reka River, another path branches off to the right lead* 
ing up the slopes of Skopamika Peak, to Chemi Vrukh Peak (BS 1X3). 
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The Skoparaika-Cherni Vrukh peaks footpath links the foot- 
miib <# syopnimiicfl peak with Cherai Vrukh Peak and is 2,510 km 
long. It branches off from the "Aleko" tourist hut-Kupena Peak 
footpath {BS Hg) about koo to 500 a from the point where It crosses 
the first tributary of the Stara Beka River, At first the footpath 
has a steep gradient. Then It climbs to the watershed ridge between 
the Stara Beka Hlver and the Struma River basins, which 1 b the high 
plateau connecting Skoparnika Peek and Golem iya Bezen Peak. 

After leaving the Golemiya Bezen Peak region the footpath 
turns to the right, winds between the rocks below the Golemiya 
Bezen Peak, passing rocks and stone blocks of unusual forms, and 
emerges on the slanted slope between Golemiya Bezen and Che mi 
Vrukh peaks. There, Cherai Vrukh Peak itself, with Its observa- 
tion station can suddenly be seen. The gradient here Is slight. 

The footpath goes up Cherai Vrukh Peak, following an almost straight 
line to the top. 

The Skoparnika -Cherai Vrukh footpath is a real pleasure for 
lovers of high mountain scenery to follow. 





The Pogledets 4lezervata footpath Is a link between SM II^ 
and BS Ig. It connects the Derviehka Bachiya site region with the 
Bistriehki Reserve region* Xt Is 1*2 km long* 
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Karlcuma-Pto»rtota <SSJE3sl 

This footpath branches off from the main Bistritsa village- 
"ALeko” tourist hut footpath about 300 ra from the forestry station 
at the Karkuma site. It is used a e a direct connection between the 
sites mentioned! bypassing the tourist hut* Xt Is 1*070 km long. 

STARTING POINT KLADN2TSA VILLAGE (KL) 

(KLadnitsa Is a small settlement lying along the 2 banks of 
the Kladnitsa River, at an altitude of about 1,000 m. According to 
Pavel Deliradev, its name comes from the name morel, a mushroom 
which abounds in this vicinity. It is also possible that the name 
comes from the word kla&iya, which Indicates a special method of 
arranging wood which is to be used to make charcoal* 

(Kladnltea village includes Rudarska Hamlet, which was a 
part of Rudarshtltsa — a former center of the ore industry. Rich 
coal deposits have now been discovered, and are being exploited here. 
There is a group of mineral water springs by the village, with a 
flow of 220 l/m. The water is colorless, has a pleasant, mild taste, 
and has a temperature of 25°C* 

(Not far to the east of the village in the Vitos ha Mountains 
is the KLadnltsa Monastery, "Sveti Nikola Chudotvorets.' 1 The 
monastery is very old, and despite the walls protecting it, has 
been destroyed several times* Its latest restoration dates from 
l84l.) 

KLadnltsa village is on the western slope of Vitos ha, about 
24 km to the southwest of Sofia and 10 km south of Rayko Daskalovo 
village. Its average altitude is 1,000 m. 



. *.f i . 
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She trip frcu Sofia to KLadnltsa village is made by street . 
car to Kayashevo, then by bus to Rayko Daskalovo village, and than 
on foot through Murchaevo village. Coming from Bsyko D aakal ovo vil- 
lage other than on foot. It Is better to go via the Drag i c ho vo rail- 
road station Instead of through Murchaevo village. 

KLadnitoa Is the principal starting point toward the Vltosha 
Mountains for Dlmltrovo hikers. They can reach the village directly 
by bus or truck from Dlmltrovo, or can take the train to the Dragl- 
chevo railroad station. 

Draglchevo Is a railroad stop on the Sofia -Dlmltrovo railroad' 
line. All passenger trains stop there. 

The trip from Sofia railroad station to the Draglchevo rail- 
road station takes 40 minutes. From there erne hour and a half of 
walking brings one to Kladnltaa village. In all the trip from Sofia 
railroad station to Kaldnitsa village takes about 2 hours and 10 
minutes. 

The trip from Dlmltrovo city to KLadnltsa village by train 
and on foot also takes 2 hours. By direct bus or truck It takes 
only 4-0 minutes. 

The mineral springs at Kladnltaa and the swimning pool which 
has been constructed at Budarska hamlet will soon enliven this start- 
ing point and Increase the number cf hikers visiting this part of 
the mountains. • . 

Because of Its geographical location, mineral waters, and 
agreeable climate, KLadnltsa village has a great potential for de- 
velopment as an excellent mountain resort, as well. 

o 
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ZliSLSM* footpath 

* iflftfaifrga Village » ll Be llmitaa 11 Tourist Hut-"0atrltBa" Taiir. 

ia_t Hut (KL U) 

Length of footpath • h.670 to 

' 700 a 

Average gradient' ^ 

Walking time 2 hour ana 30 minutes 

- The KLadnltsa-"OBtritsa" tourist hut footpath begins at the 
eastern edge of the village, first following the highway 
to the "SelimitBa" tourist hut along the bank of the Yordan River. 
Below the "Sveti Wikola” Monastery at the Plachi simin site, it 
leaves the highway, which makes a wide arc to the northeast. The 
footpath continues straight ahead along the right bank of the river 
to the "S e limit sa" tourist hut. It enters the yard of the tourist 
hut from the west, turns north, passing the playgrounds, and emerges 
at the Leniehte site in the meadows above the tourist hut. 

Here the footpath turns from the north to the northeast by 
means of 2 hairpin turns, climbs above Father Petrushin’ssheepcote, 
from which it continues in the same direction through a, y oun g, 
sparse forest. £t* continues in this direction to the Yhbulkata 
eite, where it crosses the moraine stretching to the Markov Noa h 
eite and begins to climb upward. 

Here, Just beyond the moraine, water can be found th e 
moraine rocks. The water is clean. and safe for drinking. From the 
moraine upward, the footpath is steep, climbing to. broad haiipto 
turns to the ridge,, among the stones on the left is water also good 

for drinking, • 

© * * 

• • © 

© 

* TO * 
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The Golinata ridge commands a broad view of Rayko Daskalovo 

. a • 

village^ the lyulln Mountains, Dimitrevo city, the "Lanin" SOI 
’ (Durzhaven metaluzgichen zavod, State Metallurgical Plant ) end the 
lake at the "Studena" Dam., At this point the footpath turns eaat- 
northeaot and about 100 in from the tourist hut, it is Joined, by- 
footpath ED Ui coming from Reyko fiaskhloyo vlllege on the left. 

The path then emerges an the western side of the yard of the tour- 
ist hat. 

. The Kladnitsa village-''Selimitsa" touriBt hnt-"Qstritsa" : ' 
tourist hut path is of primary importance to those wanting to enter 
the park from its western side with Kladnitsa village as the start- 
ing point. Up to the "Selimitsa" tourist hut the footpath is old 
and needs correction and repair. Prom Kladnitsa to the "Selimitsa" 
touriBt hut the . footpath is 1.747 km long and from the "Selimitsa" 
tourist hut to the "Ostritsa" tourist hut it is 2.923 to. Its 
total length is 4,670 to. 

The wa lking time along the footpath is as follows 1 30 minutes 

from Kladni tsa village to the "Selimitsa" tourist hut, and 70 minutes 
from the " Selimit sa" tourist hut to the "Ostritsa" tourist hut. The 
v.-twn frao Kladnitsa village to the "Ostritsa" tourist hut takes, in 
all, about 90 minutes. 

SEiRTMO POXHT RAYKO DASKALOVO VILLAGE (HD) 

(This village was called Vladaya until the beginning of 1954 
when it was renamed after the noted agrarian Reyko Daskalov. During 
World War I it was the center of military activities which brought 
about the repression of the "soldiers' rebellion" and the destruc- 
tion of the "Radomir Republic" established by Rayko Dastelov. 

* 
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(This village waa formerly an ora mining and charcoal Battle* 
mont, but now the livelihood of its population is radically differ- 
ent. Several quarries from which first class stone is produced are 
now found in the vicinity of the village* 

(Governmental, student, and other sanatoria ore north of the 
village in the foothills of the lyuiin Mountains.) 

The Village is 14 to southwest of Sofia ana 6 to from Kbya- 
ahevo. It is on the northwestern slope of Vitosha, at an altitude 
of about 850 m. 

It is linked with Sofia by a railroad line and a first class 
paved highway. 

All passenger trains operating along the Sofia -Dlmitrovo 
railroad line stop at the Rayko Daskalovo railroad station. During 
the summer, the trip to the village can be made on Sundays and holi 
days with an "I" category railroad ticket which is 5<# cheaper than 
the regular fare. The trip takes about 30 minutes. 

The trip to Rayko Daskalovo village can also be made by 
street car Mo 5 to Knyazhevo and the "V" bus line from Knyazhevo 
to the village. 

The first coach leaves Knyazhevo at 0525 hours . The last 
car leaves Rayko Daskalovo for Knyazhevo at 2400 hours. The 
coaches leave every hour on the half hour from Knyazhevo and every 
hour on the hour from Rayko Daskalovo for Knyazhevo . 

They leave from a point across from the steps leading to 
the pine forest on the main street in Knyashevo, and in Rayko 
Daskalovo from a point on the main square across from the "Moskva" 
restaurant. 
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Zh*rs are 3 stops along this bus route t at ths 10 to marker, 
from which the "Turskiya put" road leads to the Oolysma Uvada sitaj 
another at the Chernlya Kos site, from which a road leads to Mount 
ly ulln and to the ffiLsellshte site and the "Bellte Brezl" tourist 
hut| the last stop In on the highway leading to the sanatorium. 

The bus trip from Rayko Daskalovo to Knyazhevo takes 15 to 
20 minutes, and the service is speedy and reliable. 


Rayko Daskalovo-Zlatnl Mustove-"Malchlka" Tourist Hut (RP_ 


length of the footpath 


Average Incline 
Duration of trip 


87k m 
1256 

2 hours and 30 minutes 


The Rayko Daskalcvo-Zlatnl Mostove«Malchlka footpath begins 
Just above the maternity heme In the southeastern part of the vil- 
lage above the church. It gOes first to the southeast, following 
the left bank of the Vladiyaskata River for about 200 m, then turns 
and climbs, and again goes southeast through the lower end of the 
young pine forest at the Bschlehte site. Then It turns south and 
climbs slightly along the left bank of the river and emerges on the 
ridge at the Denlna Niva site. It then continues to climb along 
the ridge at a very slight gradient to the Vadlte site, from which 
second class footpath BD XI2 branches off to the Musicologists' 
tourist hut and the "Dimltur Blagoev" tourist hut. 

From the Vadlte site the footpath leads through a young beech 
forest west of the Upata quarry, and at a distance of 200 to 250 m, 
crosses to the right bank of the Viadayska River over a solid wooden 
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bridge • There Is a small fountain about 150 a high up at the 
Pankyovoto alto, around which resting benches have been placed cm 
—II terraces, A meadow, a pleasant place to rest, Is on the 
other bank of the river. Xt has fireplaces and sunbathing areas. 

The Pankyovoto site Is the first comfortable resting place on this 
footpath since it left Rayko Daskalovo village. 

After the Pankyovoto site the footpath passes to the right 
of the trade union cottages and the river bridge where the highway 
from the Plochata Quarry ends and comes to the fountain at the 
Mishkovoto site. Beyond the fountain at crosses the small KCrubata 
me adow and emerges at the Khaydushkoto Vttlo site. Here are places 
for resting and swimming In the river, but there is no drinking 
water. After a steep climb to the Khaydushkoto Vltlo site, the 
footpath crosses the Inspire ka meadow to the Pasarlshteto site. 

Here, after crossing several small bridges over the river, the 
Kukuselska path, which leads to the "Dlmltur Blagoev" tourist hut 
(HD XXI3) branches off to the right. 

A small stone fountain has been built at the Pasarlshteto 
site and a table and benches for resting have been placed here. 
Leaving the Pasarlshteto site, the footpath gradually angles away 
from the river, crossing a beautiful site planted with beech and 
juniper trees, after which it emerges at the Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove 
highway, about 50 m north of the bridge across the moraine. 

From the Ziatnlte Mostove site the footpath continues along 
the highway to the Military Rest Heme (WS) and up to the Plavlloto 
site, also known as Lovers' Island. There It leaves the highway 
and, after crossing the bridge over the Vladayska River, goes 
throug h the forest toward the southeast. It passes consecutively 

- 74 - 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


w* 


through tho Sredna Oora and Bulikoto sites and emerges at the 
fountain on the newly laid out cart track leading to the "Boeritsa” 
forestry Btatlon. Here It crosses the road and, following along 
the edge of the Oolemiya swamp, emerges above It. Then it makes 2 
wide turns through a tall beech forest and joins first class foot- 
path MS I x , coming from Knyazhevo, about 150 m northeast of the 
"Malchlfca" tourist hut# 

The section of the footpath between Rayko Daakalovo village 
and the Zlatnite Moetove site is the easiest and most accessible 
path into the mountains. 

Second Fo otpaths 

*« T vn Daekalovo "Ostrlt sa" Tourist Hut (Broke) M-BlI 

At first this footpath goes west along the highway past the 
v illage soviet. Before reaching the Gypsy quarter, it leaves the 
highway and turns south. At the Liehkovitsa site it emerges on 
the highway leading to the stone quarries and follows it to the 
Plochite Quarry. From there the highway to the trade union cottages 
goes off to the left and east. 

The footpath leads to the "General Vinarov" Quarry via the 
nata highway. Above it, following along the right edge of the 
moraine, it climbs to the Xurushki bridge, crosses the moraine 
from east to west, and continues toward the south, this time along 
the left edge of the moraine. 

Above the Xurushki bridge, the footpath goes through meadows 
and crosses the Murchaevaki cattle run, below which, in the rocks, 
is drinking water, to reach the Miovi Orbits! site. Here the 
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footpath leaves the valley and enters the forest which Is deciduous 
at first, gradually blending toward coniferous. The path twists 
through the forest, climbs, and merges at a small meadow where it 
crosses the so-called Murchaevska brook. 

Beyond the brook the footpath goes to the south, cuts across 
the ravine leading up from the fountain below the "Ostrltsa" tour- 
ist hut, and Joins first clasB footpath KL Ig coming from Kladnltsa 
village. Together they enter the yard of the hut from the west. 

This footpath is 7 km long and the hiking time is about 2 
hours and 30 minutes. 

Vadite Slte-"Dimltur Blagoev" Tourist Hut (Fonfon) (KD IlO 

The Vadite site-"Diaitur Blagoev" tourist hut footpath is 
the direct link between first class footpaths HD tj leading to the 
Zlatnite Mostove site and second class footpath HD 1I 5 leading to 
the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut. It starts at the Vadite site 
where it branches off on the right and to the south from first 
class footpath HD leading from Rayko Daskalovo village to the 
Zlatnite Mostove site. It makes a slight turn and climbs grad ually 
along the Goli Hid ridge. Here it passes through a young deciduous 
forest, following for the most part an old quarry road. It crosses 
the highway which leads from the Plochite Quarry to the trade union 
cottages, and which continues to the south. 

After crossing the highway, the 'footpath follows along the 
western edge of the meadows, re-enters the forest, and after a few 
hairpin turns emerges again on the quarry road below the former 
"Iveto" Stone Quarry. There is a spring with good drinking water 
on the right below the footpath. Prom here the footpath follows 
an old cart track and passes consecutively through the Hanchova 
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Llwdft, Mechiya Gyol, and Hikolini Divadi sites; than it anarsoa on 
the moraine at the Zadmuro eite. 

At the Zadmuro eite the footpath crosses the right hank of 
the moraine and after several consecutive hairpin turns emerges at 
the Vladayaki Konyarnik site west of the Musicologist's hut. Frcm 
the hut the footpath goes to the southeast, passing through a beauti- 
ful young forest of birch and Juniper trees and emerges on the meadow 
in front of the Radio Sofia tourist hut; there it is Joined by the 
Kukuseleka path (HD III3) earning from the north. 

Prom the Radio Sofia tourist hut the footpath continues to 
the south, crosses a nice locking birch bridge over the left tribu- 
tary of the KLokotnitBB River, and enters the yard of the "Dimitur 
Blagoe v" tourist hut frcm the north. 

The length of the footpath is 4.5 km. The trip takes 2 hours, 
ts»*»lovo."Belite Breai" Tourl "* Hut-Zlatnlte Mostove 

(HD Ho) 

This footpath starts at the southeastern end of the village 
at the Rudlshte eite, near the automobile road from the Upata 
Quarry to Rayko Daskalovo village. It goes first to the east, 
gr adually turning to the southeast, and about 400 m frcm its be- 
ginning it reaches the Shipets site where, about 30 m to the left 
of the footpath, a nice stone fountain and rest facilities have 
‘been built# 

from the Shipets site, the footpath passes to the right of 
the Khradsshova Quarry and goes east to the Pankyovata Uvads. site. 
The Xvanchovlya well, which has pure water and never dries up 
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throughout the year, la 15 0 m to the north of this alto* Above 
the Pankyovata Ltvada site the footpath enter* a beautiful beech 
forest, climbs in several consecutive turns, and passing through 
the Tunela and Taseviya Golosek sites, emerges at the Studen 
Kladenets fountain, to the right and below the Boyana*£latnlte 
Mostove highway* At the Studen Kladenets fountain the footpath 
turns to emerge on the highway * crossing it and continuing to the 
southeast, through the Belite Brezi meadow, toward the lf Belite 
Bred” tourist hut* 

Just short of the "Belite Bred" tourist hut, the footpath 
Is joined by second class footpath KN 11^, leading to the Kisellshte 
site, and a little beyond, by third class footpath KN XXIj^ leading 
to the "Planinets” tourist hut* %yko Daakalovo- ,l Bellte Brezi" 
tourist hut-Zlatnite Mostove footpath actually does not pass the 
"Belite Brezi” tourist hut but deviates 50 to 60 m to the northeast 
of it, emerging above the "Bay Krum" shelter* It then passes the 
old and unused Gurkova Quarry and comes out on the Zlatnite Mostove* 
"Bor" tourist hut highway at the Mochurlivata Idvada site* Then 
it follows the highway, passes the small forestry point, and enters 
the Zlatnite Mostove site from the north* 

The Rayko Daakalovo village -Zlatnite Mostove footpath is 
comparatively new. Most of it was laid out in 1954, thus it is 
still not widely known* It is the shortest route for return to 
Sofia through Rayko Daakalovo village from the "Belite Brezi" tour- 
ist hut* The descent takes 50 to 60 minutes* Via the footpath it 
is 3*720 km from Rayko Daskalovo village to the "Belite Brezi" 
tourist hut* 
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Durvcnlyat Most-Kisellahte (HP Ilk) 



The Durvenlyat Most-Kiselishte footpath begins at the Dur- 
veniyat Most site on the Knyazhevo-Rayko Daskalovo highway and fol- 
lows south along the left bank of the Planinltsa River for a time# 
Seventy to 80 m above the highway it turns west and a branch of it 
goes off to %yko Daskalovo village (RD XIXi). 

Beyond the place where the path divides, the Durvenlyat 
Most-Kiselishte footpath emerges by the fountain at the Ofitserskite 
Livadi site. Here benches and tables have been placed for those 
who want to rest. 

Beyond the Ofitserskite Livadi site the footpath turns to 
the south and follows through a young beech and oak forest high 
above the river bank. At the Chatala site it crosses the left 
tributary of the Planinltsa River, which flows in from the Yamueha 
site, and then goes east, emerging on the lowest meadow at the 
Naevitaa site. After turning to the southwest, it crosses the road 
which branches off the highway at the Golyamata Livada site and 
leads to Rayko Daskalovo village. 

Above the road the footpath enters the forest again, ap- 
proaches the Planinltsa River, and, following its left bank, leads 
to the Xisellshte site. Here it crosses to the right side and 
parallels the river for about 200 m. Then it turns east and joins 
second class footpath KN 11^ which leads to the "Belite Brezl" tour- 
ist hut. 

The Durveniya Most -Xisellshte site footpath is 3*5 km long. 

It con be covered in about 90 minutes . 
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ziB-tnita Moetove- ,, Plmltur Blagoov" Tourist Hu t- ,l 0strltsa" 

Tourist Hut (BP Ilg) 

Shia footpath begins on the left bank of the Vladayslca Biver. 

It turns southwest about 50 or 60 m up the bank, and continues in 
the sane direction to the "Ostritsa" tourist hut. .Prom the turn 
to the point where it crosses the highway leading to the Military 
Rest Home (WS), an ornamental wooden railing has been placed to 
help hikers traversing the footpath at night. 

After crossing the WS highway the footpath crosses the 
superhighway, climbs steeply for 50 to 60 m, and then continues at 
a very slight gradient to the small "Fonfon" tourist hut located 
in the southern end of the yard of the new "Dlmitur Blagoev" tour- 
iat hut. 

Prom the "Dlmitur Blagoev" tourist hut the footpath continues 
to the west to the moraine and turns upward along it to the south. 
Here it continues along an old comparatively steep cart track. 

Here the climb ie tiring. Shortly before it reaches the Yavorova 
meadow, which contains the busts of Yavorov ana Rakovski, third 
class footpath HD IU 9 branches off from this path and goes straight 
south to the "Bdelvays" touriat hut, while the Zlatnite Mostove- 
"Oetritea" tourist hut footpath crosses the Yavorova meadow and 
emerges at the Vitoehkata Konferentsiya site. 

Beyond the Vitoehkata Konferentsiya site, the footpath merges 
at the clearing made for the electric cable from.Murchaevo to the 
Zlatnlte Mostove site, and begins to climb in hairpin turns up the 
exposed east slope of the Trendafila site. On the right of this 
side end below the footpath, a small stone fountain has bean built] 

. • o • 

« 
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This is known as the Kukuzelska path. It makes a short 
route for hikers from Kayko Daskalovo village to the "Dimitur 
Blagoev” tourist hut, and makes it possible for them to reach the 
hut without passing through the Zlatnite Mostove site. It 1 b 1.440 


km long. 


Dimitur Blagoev” Tourist Hut- w Malchika” Tourist Hut (Kumata 


(HD im) 


This is the shortest rout© between the 2 tourist huts. It 


passes through a forest and also through clearings. It is 1*9 km 



This footpath runs entirely through the forest between the 
2 tourist huts. It has no gradient and is not exposed to wind or 
snow drifts. It is good for skiing trips and contests. It is 2.150 
km long. 






Fart of this footpath crosses the open plateau. Until re- 
cently it was the only link between those tourist huts. Part of 
it Is used for the climb to Cherni Vrukh Peak. The footpath is 
2.520 km long. 
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This footpath links the "Oetritsa" tourist hut with the 
"Bdelvays" tourist hut. Since the construction of the direct foot- 
path between the 2 huts (HD Illg), it ie only used by a limited 
number of hikers. It ie 650 m long. 


TH^n footpath is the shortest possible route between the 2 
huts and has no turns or gradients. Its entire length lies through 
a beautiful Juniper forest. It is 1.590 km long. 


This footpath passes the Yavorova Polyana site. In winter 
it ie used for skiing. It ie 1.880 km long. 

TO CHBRNI VBUKH PEAK 

The starting points are as follows 1 the "Malchika” (Kumata), 
"Aleko," "Tintyavu, " and "Bdelvaya" tourist huts. It is also possible 
to start from the "Selimitea" tourist hut, Chupetlovo village, Zbe- 
leznitea village, etc. 

Footpaths 

"wfa-irMVa" (Kumata) Tourist Hut-Charnl Vrukh Peak (KM I) 


Length of the footpath 


Average gradient 


Hiking time 


6.2 km 

565 m 


2 hours 
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jvob this point the footpath continues straight south toward 
the "Stenata" site and runs level for about 250 m. From the small 
bridge over the Vladayska River to the branch-off leading to the 
"Edelvays” tourist hut are 86 signs on small wooden stakes 30 to 
50 m apart. Triangular posters marked "Chernl Vrukh” Peak on the 
stakes bear consecutive numbers from 1 to 86. These signs assure 
the hiker s of sure directions to the peak even In the worst weather. 


The footpath mounts via switchbacks to the "Stenata" site. 

The hike Is not tiring despite the great altitude covered by this 
sector of the path since the gradient never exceeds 15$. A nice 
stone shelter has been built 30 m to the southwest of the footpath 
near the upper end of the "Stenata" slope at the Tri Kladentsi site. 
Shortly before this the footpath crosses a clear stream with good 
drinking water. 

The footpath continues south and southeast from the shelter 
and after some 25 0 m merges on a flat surface — the Sellmishko 
plateau — and then runs entirely horizontal and due east for 1,000 
w. Three mountain epringe are to the left of the first part of 
this section of the footpath. They have lent their names to this 
entire area — the Tri Kladentsi /pihree WellsT" site. The pyramid 
on Sellmitsa Peak Is about 1,000 m to the southwest of this point. 

It Is one of the 2,000 m high Vltosha Mountain Peaks. 

Here the footpath Is a comfortable high mountain path. It 
gradually turn® to the south and southeast, crossas a small swamp 
In the lowest part of the plateau, and then gradually turns east 
and northeast. A slight gradient begins at the swan®, but ends 
after some 700 to QOO m, and Is followed by a short level stretch. 
Prom this swamp to Chernl Vrukh Peak the footpath follows the border 
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betveon the 2 water areas which supply the Boyana and Dimitrovo 
aqueducts* Here It la forbidden to leave the path* 

About 150 m before the level stretch is another peak to the 
right of the path. It Is also in the 2,000 m class and is on the 
route of hikers going to Chemi Vrukh Peak. It is Samara Peak. 

The hardest part of the climb to Qbernl Vrukh Peak is about 300 m 
below the summit Itself. Here hikers must climb a gradient of up 
to 20$. The footpath emerges southwest of the Chemi Vrukh Peak 
meteorological observatory. 

The "Malchika" tourist hut -Chemi Vrukh Peak footpath is 
most suitable for summer use. It does not get muddy in rainy 
weather. In winter large snow drifts settle in the sector between 
the small bridge over the Vladayska River and the peak. During 
blizzards this route is dangerous despite the excellent and unin- 
terrupted signs. 

M Aleko" Tourist Hut-Chemi Vrukh Peak (ALg) 


Length of the footpath 3.9 to 
Climb m 
Average gradient 12$ 

Hiking time 2 hours 


This footpath begins on the eastern side of the "Aleko" 
tourist hut and passes to the left of the old tourist hut (Bunkera). 
It goes southeast and then, at the cable line stop, turns to the 
southwest and climbs in switchbacks along the "Stenata u slope to 
the upper cable line stop. 

Hikers can get from the "Aleko" tourist hut to the upper 
cable line stop very easily and pleasantly by using the cable line 
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lift. In good weather It operates uninterruptedly and Its suspended 
seats carry one hiker after another upward. 

From the upper stop the footpath continues to the east, 
cutting Into the rocky slope of Malklya Rezen Peak. It skirts the 
peak on the north, northeast, and east and emerges southeast of It 
at the Golyamata Prespa site (the depression located between Malklya 
Rezen and Goletmiya Rezen peeks). 

In summer hikers going to Cherni Vrukh Peak usually choose 
the Golyamata Prespa site for the first lengthy rest. From here on 
the footpath continues toward the south and to the right of Golemiya 
Rezen Peak. Gradually climbing, it passes about 30 m west of the 
peak, turns west and leads for a certain distance across an almost 
level stone covered stretch. 

From here Cherni Vrukh Peak and its observatory can be clearly 

seen. 


After Its turning at the peak, the footpath leads down to the 
"Se&loto" site. In the lower part of the ”Se&lo»to” site the footpath 
Is Joined on the left by the footpath coming across Skopamika Peak 
from Kupena (BS IIj). A short distance farther on a nice stone 
fountain with cold "Cherni Vrukh” water stands at the spot where the 
footpath begins to climb slightly again. The sources of the Struma 
River are found about 400 m to the left of the footpath. 

The final climb to the peak begins at the fountain. It is 
only about 220 m, but la difficult and tiring due to the steep gra- 
dient and the many rocks scattered all over the path. The footpath 
emerges east of the meteorological station beyond which, on the west, 
the highest crags of Cherni Vrukh Peak are located. 
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Xhs "Aleko" tourist hut -C hern! Vrukh Peak footpath Is clearly 
1 b alca tel at the more Important locations by small wooden stakes 
and placards. In clear weather the trail Is not difficult to fol- 
low. In winter the footpath cannot be distinguished since the enow 
blanket In this section of the mountain is usually quite thick, at 
times as deep as k to 5 m* That is why winter trips to the peak 
are made by following telephone poles. 


"T1 ntimva" Tourist Hut-"Aleko" Tourist But-Cherni Vrukh 

(CTO, 

Length of the footpath 9*1 km 

Climb 665 m 

Average gradient 7# 

mnn B time 3 hours end 50 minutes 

This footpath begins at the eastern corner of the "Tintyava" 
tourist hut and goes southeast. About 100 m beyond the tourist hut 
it Intersects the aqueduct and the telephone line to the Kamenno 
b uilding , and 250 m farther on passes the Gyoreva fountain, which 
is well known to hikers. Soon it Joins the ski route coming from 
the UBhlte site. Prom here on, keeping to the southeast, it fol- 
lows the ski route from which It branches off where the planted 
trees end, about 300 m short of the Ushlte site. 


Prom that point the footpath leads straight to the "Prevala" 
site and up to about %50 m short of the "Aleko" tourist hut, passes 
through bare areas and meadows partially covered with Juniper trees, 
grass, and mountain flowers. The entire stretch from the end of 
the ski route to the "Aleko" tourist hut Is marked by 80 small wooden 


stakes with a wooden triangle, each bearing a consecutive number from 
Mo 1 to 40 fixed on every other pole. 
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Th» climb at the Prevala Bite la at a gradient of about 16 $. 
She footpath emerges about 150 m north of the Ushlte site. From 
this point the path descends for about 250 m. At the end of this 
stretch and 30 m to the right of the footpath Is the "Ushlte" 
shelter j near It Is the small Khaydushko veil. A little beyond 
there are springe on both sides of the footpath, From the shelter 
almost to the "Aleko" tourist hut, the footpath follovs along the 
edge of the Platoto site toward the "Stenata" slorpe and Malkiya 
Resen Peak. This is the easiest and most pleasant part of the foot- 
path. The area right of the footpath is forbidden to hiker s, as 
for about 2,000 m the footpath borders the water zone and the turf 
reserve on the southwest. 

About 600 m from the shelter the footpath which goes through 
the Komlnite Bite to the "Bay Kruatyo" shelter and Dragalevtsi vil- 
lage (DR XIg) branches off to the left and toward the northeast, and 
from it a branch leads off above the Komlnite site to Kikish Peak 
(DR XXg). About 150 m along the branch to the Komlnite site an 
abundant, cold spring, and comfortable places to rest near the 
rocks are found to the right of the footpath. From this point the 
footpath continues to the "Aleko" tourist hut. About 600 m after 
it divides the main branch of the path descends slightly and crosses 
the first tributary in a small wooden bridge and, in the next 500 m, 
the k other tributaries which together constitute the source of the 
Dragalevska River. 


Following along in the same direction, the footpath begins 
to climb slightly and emerges at the Kapekllevets site, where it 
intersects the old tourist footpath from the Oroba site to Cherni 
Vrukh Peak. At this point the footpath Joins the cart track leading 

- 89 - 




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


to the ”Aleko" tourist hut) It goes south, then turns southeast, 
and, in front of the tourist hut itself, turns east to emerge 
finally on its vest side at the meteorological cage* From the 
tourist hut to Cherni Vrukh Peak, the hikers follov the ” Aleko” 
tourist hut footpath (ALg) described on page 86 in the guide# 

The footpath from the "Tintyava" to the ’’Aleko” tourist 
huts can be used throughout the year# In winter, however, because 
of sudden storms and fog It is not advisable to cross the Platoto 
site alone despite the excellent markings and shelter. 

"SdelvayB” Tourist Hut -Cherni Vrukh Peak (BDk) 

Length of the footpath 7*880 km 

Climb 597 a 

Average gradient 8$ 

Hiking time 2 hours and 30 minutes 


This footpath begins on the east side of the ’’Edelvays” 
tourist hut and leads southeast. About 150 m from the hut the 
path makes a hairpin turn and emerges in the Marlina Meadow after 
following an old cart track and passing through a nice juniper 
forest. 


Beyond the Mariina Meadow, the footpath re-enters the 
forest and does not emerge from it until it reaches the Konyamlka 
site. It leads first to the southeast and then gradually turns 
toward the east. 

- At the Konyamlka site It passes south of the cluster of 
rocks and about 120 m from it, Joins the ”Malchlka” tourist hut- 
Cherni Vrukh Peak footpath (KMj.) via which it reaches the top. 
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HJGHWAYB, ROADS # ARD GABUS GAR LINES 


The Vitos ha Peopled Park contains several highways | most of 
these have not been completed and are not linked one with another. 

1. The Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove highway, not only an impor- 
tant route for vehicular transportation but also a much used hikers* 
route to the interior of the mountains . 

2. The highway from the Plochite Quarry to the trade union 
cottages which follows along the north slope of the mountain almost 
entirely without gradient# It is of no interest to hikers. 

3 * The Zlatnite Mostove- M Bor" tourist hut highway links the 
tourist huts at the Tintyava center with Zlatnite Mostove* This 
highway has not yet been completed. It is also used as a hikers* 
footpath. 

k. The Kladnitsa- H SeliInitstt ,, tourist hut highway is of some 
Importance to hikers since it makes the motor vehicle link between 
Kladnitsa village and the "Selimitsa" tourist hut. Its surface is 
not graveled. 

5 . The Zlatnite Mostove -Vltosha Military Best Home (WS) 
highway is a temporary road mainly servicing the Military Rest Horae. 
The highway is steep and not all motor vehicles can negotiate it • 
Part of this highway is included in the footpath network of the park. 

Roads 

l. The road from Simeonovo village to the Stantsiite passes 

through a bare and unattractive region# It Is not used by hikers. 

o 
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Hmd Cart !fa»cta 

These are narrow gauge gravitation railroads used mainly by 
the "Stone Industry" Administration. 

There are now 2 such lines in the park! 

1* From the quarry to the " Stone Indue try” Administration 
office, located above Bayko Daskalovo village* This has a branch 
to the quarry at the Dolovete site# 

The track is about 1,200 m long# 

2 . From the "General Vlnarov” Quarry to the highway between 
Rayko Daskalovo village and the Yurushki Most site* 

This line is 750 m long* 

These carts are transportation equipment of no value for 
hikers or for their transportation in the park. 

WINTER (SKI) HUNS 

In winter all the footpaths and roads indicated in the guide 
are passable for hikers and can be used by skiers . That is why 
winter routes are not indicated separately here. Only the routes 
moat commonly used as ski runs are indicated. 

The ski runs described below start at Cherni Vrukh Peak, but 
can be used from any point on down, depending on the capabilities 
of the skier. 

Chemi Vrukh Feafe J«Bay Krustyo” Shelter^ragalevtsl Village 

This run has 2 branches. 
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g ggach ai s&ssa k Ynu n **"*• piatoto ‘ mchftta ^ 

K^iatvo" Sheltar .. Pragaj evtul VUlagfi. 

The descent starts at the observatory and follows the Barked 
route east of the rocks on Luvcheto Peak, 

Here the ski trail leaves the old route to the Kmensko 
Building and, crossing Sredets Peak, continues to the north, fol- 
lowing the western bank of the river to the Molkata Stena ridge. 

Then the trail climbs slightly toward the ridge, with the 
rocks on the right, after which there is a descent along the Malkata 
Stena Slope. In the run down Malkata Stena a dangerous avalanche 
site must be skirted. A varning sign ban been placed there. Here, 
because of poor visibility, particular attention is necessary to 
avoid accidents. After skirting this spot, the descent continues 
northeast in beautiful hairpin turns to the Dolnoto Blato site. A 
direct descent along the border of the water source region leads 
past the flat stretch of the Dolnoto Plato site and to footpath IH3 
between the "Tintyava" and the "Aleko" tourist huts. Beyond a sign 
post on the footpath the trail leads toward Kapaklievets Peak, from 
vhich it descends through a small pine forest to the first class 
footpath between Dragalevtsi and the "Aleko" tourist hut (DR I3). 
The footpath takes skiers to the Vulcbata Skala site. ®he path 
skirts it on the east, cuts across the slope below it to the north- 
west and emerges near the fountain. Prom this point the footpath 
(DR I 3 ) continues to descend toward the north to the "Bay Krustyo 
shelter. It crosses the highway above the shelter itself. The 
highway can be reached from the "Bay Krustyo" shelter by following 
the cable car line which runs along to the right of it. 
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Tbe path lo aves the highway to begin tha descent along W* 
vail marked run between the "ICuraovltlya Bol," tha foothills of the 
mountalna, and the depoalt cone above Dragalevtsi village. 

Bra ach Chemi Vrukh Peak, the "A leko" Tourlat Huti.thg. 

i| R«mnTiaiei lt Shelter, the "Bay KruBtyo" Shglter 1 ._tho Draflalovskl 
Monastery. Dragale vtal Village 

The descent toward the northeaot basins at the observatory 
and follows along to the right of the telephone line. 

The path skirts the "Dupltata" site, after which it again 
parallels the telephone poles. (The guy wires on the poles must 
be carefully avoided. They occur every 3 to h poles.) 


After a comparatively moderate descant along the telephone 
line, skiers reach the border of the Stenata site. The snow is 
blown away by strong winds from the upper part of the site, and 
icy places are frequently found. This part of the Stenata site is 
crossed diagonally) then skiers continue along the cable car lines 
in hairpin turns as far as the "Aleko" tourist hut. 

From the tourist hut a marked run leads to the "Bamanskl" 
shelter) beyond it the highway leads to the "Bay Rrustyo" shelter. 


1 



Fr® the "Buy Krustyo" shelter to the highway (at the Ool- 
yamoto Gradishte site) skiers follow the route described in Branch A. 

The run continues along the highway down to the Brogalevski 
Monastery. When there is good snow, the run from the Drogalevski 
Monastery starts at the restaurant, and by going north through a 
sparse old beech forest, skiers come to the wooden bridge over the 
Dragalevska River and thus, following the river, to Bragalevtsl 
village. 
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I 


Charni Vrukh Peak^Tintyava" Touri st Hut-Byalata Voda-Knya- 

shevo 

Th« run from the Cherai Vrukh Peak to Kuyaxhevo Is the moot 
a greeab le of all and Is within the capabilities of most skiers. 

The ski run here has moderate gradients, safe descents, and 
very few upgrades* With good snow, Skiers can cover the 1,935 m 
difference in altitude and the 14,650 m horizontal length of the 
run in about*! 40 minutes . 

Prom Cherai Vrukh Peak to the Pokazaletsa site east of the 
rocks of the Luvcheto Peak the descent i3 made via the old road 
described in Branch A, from Cherai Vrukh Peak, past the "Bay 
Krustyo" shelter, to the Dragalevtsi village. 

There are 2 possible routes of descent from Luvcheto Peak. 

Branch A — past the Kamennoto building, following the signs, 
to the "T in tyava" tourist hut — closed at present since to reach 
it it is necessary to enter the water supply zone. 

Branch B -- from Luvcheto Peak, it descends toward the north 
like Branch A, to the Pokazaletsa site ana the "Tintyava" tourist 
hut -Cherai Vrukh Peak (TH^) footpath leading to the Dolnoto Plato 
site. Following the "Tintyava" tourist hut-Chemi Vrukh Peek foot- 
path to the northwest along the plateau by following the signs 
skiers can reach the foothills of Ushite Peak. The "Ushite" shelter 
lies to the left of the footpath. 

Then the path climbs to the Sedloto site between the Ushite 
and Khmen Del peaks. At Sedloto the signs cease and the run leads 
toward the north along the edge of the Goreloto site until it reaches 
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If there la good snow, skiers can reach the forestry stat ion 
at the Hakoveta site by following the highway from the can®. Beyona 
the Sakovets forestry station the path leaves the highway end leads 
through the pine forest to Knyashevo villag e. 

Sr— gheral Vrukh Peak-Zlatnlt a Mostove-Belata Voda-ttiveeh ^ 

This run begins by the observatory at Cherai Vrukh Peak and 
goes west along the main ridge and the northwestern slopes below 
It to the saddle below Samara Peak. Hera It leaves the ridge and 
goes first to the north and then to the northwest. Winter sign- 
posts Indicate the way to the Trite KLadentsl site. After cross- 
ing the flat Sellmishko plateau, the route begins to descend toward 
the Konyamlka site. 

Prom there It follows footpath ED IU 6 which leads from the 
"Malchlka" tourist hut to the "Bdelvays" tourist hut. Beyond the 
"Edelv&ys" tourist hut it Is possible, by following footpaths 
HD IHc, and HD U ? , to reach the "Dimltur Blagoev" tourist hut 
(Fonfon ) and the Zlatnlte Mostove site. 

The Malchlka" tourist hut-"Bdelvsys" tourist hut footpath 
HD Hlg leads from the Konyamlka site to the "Malchlka" tourist 
hut (Kumata)| the "Boerltsa" forestry station can then be reached 
by following footpath KN I 1# Beyond it, footpath BN III^ leads 
to the "Bor" tourist hut. Prom the "Bor" tourist hut second class 
footpath BN H4 leads to the "Tintyava" tourist hut, from which the 
ski run continues along the Cherni Vrukh Peak-"Tlntyava" tourist 
hutj Belata Voda-Khyazhevo winter route • 

There Is a third ski run from the Konyamlka site which lies 
along the upper reaches of the Vladayska Hi ver , then follows the 
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•kl path to the WS and than along the highway leading to the 
Zlatnlte Mostove site* 

The path between the Zlatnlte Moatove site and the Belata 
Voda alto follows the highway to the t urn below the Bellte Brezl 
site. It crosses the Klsselishte site via second class footpath 
KN II 1# emerging again on the highway above the ^olyama Llvada site. 

BUDDINGS 

The buildings In the Vitosha Peopled Park have been erected 
principally to accommodate hikers and visitors to the mountains, 

The buildings have been classified in tills guide as tourist huts, 
shelters, stations, forestry stations, forestry points, restaurants, 
and rest homes according to their purpose. The above classification 
has not Included or considered churches and monasteries. Stations 
have been divided into research stations and rest stations. 

Within the boundaries of the Vitosha People’s Park there are 
now 21 tourist huts, 5 shelters, 2 research and 4 rest stations, 2 
forestry stations, 3 forestry points, 2 restaurants, and 3 rest 
homes. 

Tourist Huts 

"Bellte Brezl 1 ’ Tourist Hut 

This tourist hut is at the site of the same name which lies 
on the western slopes of the mountains at an altitude of 1,330 m. 

It is a 2 story building with 28 rooms. It contains J2 beds. Its 
normal capacity is 80 people. It is used as a summer resort by the 
employees of the Ministry of Communal Economy and Public Works* It 
belongs to the administration and does not provide sleeping 
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accomodations for hikers. Kilters may use only the hall on the 
first floor and tfce buffet# 


The tourist hut is open the year round. 

Four footpaths start from its yard, one leading to the 
Zlatnite Mostove site, via the "Bay Krum" belter - a 30 minute 
trip> one leading to Rayko Daskalovo village via the Studen 
KLadenets and Shipeto sites - a one horn- trip, another loading to 
Knyazhevo via the Kisiliehte and Belata Voda sites - a 90 minute 
trip, and finally one leading to the "Pleninets" tourist hut - a 

30 minute trip. 

She tourist hut is also linked with the motor vehicle road 
which branches off at the 9-3 to ^rker on the road leading to the 
Zlatnite Mostove site. 

"Pianinets" Tourist Hut 

The "Planinets" tourist tot is one of the most accessible 
convenient ones in the park. It is built on the western slopes 
of the Vitosha Mountains at the Svrachar site at an altitude of 

1,355 m. 

It is a solid 2 -story stone building with 9 rooms. A ski 
shed holding 100 pairs of skis and a small repair workshop have 
been erected near It. 

It contains 100 wooden oots. It has electricity and radio 
and telephone communications with Sofia. 

The normal capacity of this tourist tot is 100 people. » 
is managed by the “Spartak" DSO (Dobrovolna sportna organizatslya, 
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Voluntary Sports Oration) at the KVB (Mlaiateretvo na 
vutreshnite raboti, Ministry of the Interior ). » la 0P®» t0 

visitors the year round. Fr« the tourist hut hikers raach 
the Zlatnlte Mostove site In 25 minutes, the "Bellte Breai," 

"Momina Skala" and "Septemvrl" tourist huts in the seme time, and 
the natural sciences station "Vitosha" in about 20 minutes. 

Close by are good aid. runs. 

“Bgptemvri" Tourist Hat 

R is on the western slope of Balabana Peak, at an altitude 
of 1,495 m» is a solid 2-story building with 18 rooms| Is well 
equipped! has l6 beds and wooden cots for 100 people! electricity! 
running vaten a telephone! and a dispensary. It Is managed by the 
"Septemvri" DS0. It la open the year round. Its normal capacity 

Is 115 people* 

foMpatM Mr. III «M I** <* *“"=* *"• 

«»n-* <-*. «- "“- 1 " Stol “’ *’*’ 

the "Bocritua" forMtry th * 6011 Br * 8 Gl " e ’ **** 

a. a— *»«'»-"*«'' 

X00 ra to the aorfch of the hut* 

The "Septeavrl" tourist hut is thus far the best equipped and 
organised tourlat hut In the park. 

"Mmina Skala" Tourist But 

Xb yas built at the Stamboliyskata Uvada site, on the left 
bank of the Boyanska Elver, at an altitude of 1,495 m. 

Hear the old building rises the new "Mamina Skala" tourist 
hot - a solid 2 story building of 8 rooms. It has 8 spring beds 
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and wooden cots for l4o popple* Xt has electricity hut no running 
water or plumbing* Xt is managed by the "Dinamo” DS0 and is open 
to visitors the year round* 

A ski base has been organized and operates there in winter* 

From the yard of the hut 6 well defined and clearly marked 
footpaths start* They lead to Boyana, to the "Sredets," "Rodina,” 
"Tintyava," "Septemvri," and "Planlneta" tourist huts, to the 
Zlatnite Mostove site, and to Knyazhevo via the Malinarski Hoad 
and the Be lata Voda site* 

The highway leading from the Zlatnite Mostove site to the 
"Bor" tourist hut passes southwest of the tourist hut. 

The tourist hut can be reached in 2 hours from Boyana, in 
2 hours and 30 minutes from Knyazhevo, and in approximately 2 hours 
and 30 minutes from Rayko Daskalovo village . 

"Sredets" Tourist Hut 

Xt is located at the Bashir Kladenets site on the steep 
northern slppe of the Vitosha Mountains at an altitude of 1,555 a* 

The "Sredets" tourist hut is one of the largest tourist 
huts in the mountains* Xb Is a huge 2-story stone building with 
123 beds, electricity, and running water* Xt has a ski shed which 
holds 300 pairs of skis. 

A part of the premises is used by hikers* The hut is open 
to visitors the year round. 

There are 5 footpaths starting from the tourist hut. They 
lead to the "Kfemen Del" tourist hut, to Boyana, to the "Mamina 
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takes about 40 minutes, and to the »ojran» , 

30 mlautes* 

There are good ski runs in the vicinity of this tourist hut. 

The main starting points to the "Breasts” tourist hut are 
Boyana and Knyazhevo. From any of these points the trip to the hut 
2 hours and 30 minutes to 3 hours. 

"Hjaman Pel" Tou rist Hut 

K to located at the Pozhara site at an altitude of 1,460 m. 

It ia a solid 2 -story building with wooden cots for 30 people. It 
has no electricity or running water. It is open the year round. 

It is the starting point for 4 footpaths, one to the KiMsh 
site, another to the "Sredets” tourist hut, one to the "Momina 
Skala" tourist hut, and one to Boyana. 

prom the hut the following trips can be made, to the Kamen 

. . on m 4 nu tes to the Kikish site in 40 minutes, 

Del Peak in one hour to 90 minutes, *o vac *>-“- 

and to the Boyana Falls in 30 minutes . 

"Bo&lna" Tqurlflt jfek 

It 1. on tbo right b«ik of tbo Mvor « tbo nortbon 
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She tourist hut is also listed with as automobile road which 
branches off at the Zlatsite Mostove site to the "Bor" tourist hut. 

The' tourist hut can be reached from Knyashevo or Bcyasa. The 


trip takes from 2 to 3 hours. 


"Tlntvava" Tourist Hut 


Shis but is built at the Tistyava site on the northeastern 
Blop e of Karnes Del Peak at an altitude of l,6l6 m. 

tt is a ^ story building with 3* *<*»». Of these one is used 
by the Mountain Rescue Service. It has a ski shelter and a ski 
workshop, running water, electricity, and 151 beds. It is open to 
bikers the year round. A sports ground has been laid out is the 
yard of the hut, and a garden containing various rocks and water 
basins and an alpinarium has also been built. 
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The normal capacity of the tourist hut is 150 people. Half 
of the premises is used as a rest home for hank employees and the 
remainder is open to hikers. 

Two footpaths start at the tourist huti one leads to the 
"Bor" tourist hut, the "Boeritsa" forestry station, and the "Mal- 
ohika" (Kuoata) and "Rodina" tourist huts, and. the other to the 
"Rodina" and "Mamina Skala" tourist huts and Knyaahevo. 

This tourist hut can be reached via Knyazhevo or Boyana in 
2 to 3 hours. The Zlatnite Mostove-"Bor« tourist hut automobile 

road passes it# 


It is on the right bank of the Boyanska River at the Signala 
site at an altitude of 1,650 m. It is a solid 3 story building. 

It has 19 rooms of which one is used by the rescue service, 120 
beds, electricity and running water. It ie open to viaitors the 

year round# 

The hut ia managed by the Administrative Workers Trade Union. 
Ita normal capacity ia 120 people. » ia mainly used as a rest 
station. Tourists are not regularly accepted, especially in sum- 

mer* 

Two well formed and designated footpaths start in the yard 
of the hut i the first goes through the "Tintyava," "Rodina," and 
"Mcmina Stela," tourist huts to Knyazhevo and Boyana, and the 
second, to the "Boeritsa" forestry station and the "Malchite" tour- 
lat hut, with a branch to the "Septemvri" tourist hut. 
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This tourist hut can be reached through Boyana or Knyashevo 
in about 3 hours. 

"Malchika" (Stomata) Tourist Hut 

It Is at the southern end of the Boeritaa elte at an alti- 
tude of 1,72^ m. 

It Is a 3 -story stone building with Ik rooms one room of 
which Is used by the mountain rescue service. It has 9 beds and 
wooden cots for 120 people. It has running water but no electricity. 
It la open the year round. Its normal overnight capacity is 120 
people. 

Pour footpaths start in the court yard of the hut. They 
lead to the "E&elvays" and "Dimitur Blagoev" (Fonfon) tourist huts, 
the Zlatnite Mostove site, and the "Boeritsa" forestry station. 

The "Malchika' 1 tourist hut can be reached through Rayko 
Daskalovo village in 2 hours and 30 minutes, and through JCnyazhevo 
or Boyana in 3 and l/2 hours. 

"Aleko" Tourist Hut 

It is north of the Resnyovete Peaks above the Dervishka 
B&chlya site at an altitude of 1,810 m. 

The tourist hut was built between 1923-192^ by the "Aleko 
Konstantinov* 1 Sofia Tourist Society. 

It was the first tourist hut built in Vltosha. 
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Th« "Aleko" tourist hut can ba reached via aava»l hiker.' 
footpath.. The ba.t ara thoaa leading from Dragalevt.1, Stoaonovo, 
and Blatritsa village.. ®h. trip takas 3 hours and 30 minute, from 
Dragalevt.i village, 3 hour, from Simeonovo village, and 3 hour, 
and 30 minutes from Bistritsa village. 

There are 5 footpathe etarting in the court yard of the hut. 
They lead to Bistritsa village, Cherni Vrukh Peak, the "Tintyava" 
tourist hut, Dragalevtsi village, and Simeon ovo village. 

"tMarnik" Tourist gut 

tn» V.. built *t tte turn in tte M *>» 

„ „--t, 800 » to- tt. -«—■ “ “* “ “ 

altitude of 1,610 me 

It is a prefabricated wooden barracks with 2 dormitories. 
Its capacity is about 3 0 people. %i* i* * temporary tourist hut 
being used as a base until a solid building is constructed. How 
it is mainly used to satisfy the needs of the "Udranik" organise. 

tion. 

V milch" Observatory. 

It was built at an altitude of 2,285 m. It is a solid 2 
story stone building. It can sleep 3 or 4 people, but nonservice 
personnel may not sleep in the observatory. An exception is made 
only in very poor weather, such as storms and blizzards. 

"Roilmltsa" Tauriat Hut 

It is at the Lenishtata site below the Seltaitea Peak at 
1,305 m altitude. 
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which make up a single rest home facility used by the "Mlnyor" DS0 
In Dlmltrovo. Two small artificial lakes have been built and a 
few footpaths laid out. 

There are 4 footpaths which start In the yard of the tourist 
hut. They lead to the "Tanchovitsa" rest house, Kladnltsa village, 
the "Ostrltsa" tourist hut and Cherni Vrukh Peak. 

There are convenient ski runs In the vicinity of the hut. 

"Ostrltsa" Tourist Hut 

Thi a hut Is also called "Broke" after hiker and engineer Kh. 
Broke. It is located below Ostrltsa Peak at an altitude of 1,700 m. 

It Is a solid 2 story building with 12 rooms. It has bads 
and cots for 52 people, and electricity and running water. The 
normal capacity of the hut Is 60 people. 

It is managed by the "Mlnyor" DSO in Dlmltrovo. It Is open 
the year round. 

There are 4 footpaths starting from the yard of the hut. 

They lead to the "Seltaitsa" tourist hut, to Bayko Daskalovo vil- 
lage via the Turushkl Bridge site, to the "Dlaitur Blagoev" (Fon- 
fon) tourist hut via the Trandaflla site, and to the "Kdelvays" 
tourist hut. 

Ostrltsa Peak is 10 minutes to the south of the hut. 
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Tht main approaches to the hut are from Rayko Daskalovo, 
Kladnitsa, and Knyashevo villages. The trip takes 2 hours from 
Hayko Daskalovo, 3 hours from Knyaahevo, and 90 minutes from 
Kladxiitsa village via the "Selimitaa" tourist hut. 

"Bflelvays" Tourist Hut 

It is in a beautiful coniferous forest east of Ostritsa 
Peak at an altitude of 1*692 m. 

It is a solid 2 story building with k rooms , has 12 beds 
and cots for 60 people, running water but no electricity. Its 
normal capacity is 70 people. It is open the year round. 

Three footpaths start from the yard of the tourist hut. 

They lead to the "Ostritsa 1 * tourist hut, to the "Dimitur Blagoev" 
tourist hut, and to the "Malchika" tourist hut. 

The "BdelvayB" tourist hut is an Important starting point 
for trips to Chemi Vrukh Peak, which can be reached from this 
point in about 2 hours. 

The trip to the hut is most frequently made via Khyazhevo 
and Rayko Daskalovo villages . In the first case it takes about 3 
hours end 30 minutes and in the second, about 2 hours and 30 minutes . 


"Melina" Tourist Hut 

It is on the right bank of the Fonfonska River at an alti- 
tude of 1,500 m. The hut is small. It has 3 rooms, and cots and 
beds for 6 to 8 people. It is not used the year round. 


Hear the hut is one of the most frequently visited sites 
the Vitoeha Mountains — the Yavorova Meadow. 
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The hut can ha raachad by a 10-olnute trip from the "Dimitur 
Blagoev" (Fonfon) tourlat hut. 

BinBoav" (Fonfon) Tourist But 

Thla hut la at the Boat beautiful Dautltaa Bite at an alti- 
tude of 1,460 m. 

It la a solid atone building with 32 roans one of which la 
used by the Mountain Rescue Service* It has a special ski-shed 
and a workshop for ski repairs, is equipped with 130 bade and 45 
cots, and has running water and electricity. Its normal capacity 
la 175 people. 

Three footpaths originate In the yard of the hut. They lead 
to Rayko Daakalovo village, via the Pazarlahteto alte, which trip 

2 hours and via the musicologists' tourist hut, which takes 
appr o x ima te! y the same time) to the Zlatnlte Mostove site — a 20— 
minute trip; to the "Malchika" tourist hut, via Dautov Hill and 
the forestry point — a one hour trip j to the "Hdelvays" tourist 
hut — 50 minutes j and to the "Ostritsa” tourist hut — a one hour 
trip. 

About 20 minutes away from the hut Is the "Vitoshka Kon- 
ferentsiya" site, where the secret conference of the BKP (BCP, 
Bulgarian Communist Party) was held In 1924. 

The main paths leading to the hut pass through Khyashevo — 
the trip via this route takes about 3 hours — or through Rayko 
Daakalovo village, making a 2-hour trip. 


- 110 - 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


aaaia a^r” vssisa 

It n, w the eastern slope of Vladayskl Cheml Vrukh Peak 
at an altitude of 1,480 m and 1 b northeast of the actors ' tourist 
hut and north of the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut. 

She "Radio Sofia" tourist hut is a solid 2 story building 
vlth 13 rooms . It has 20 beds and cots for 20 people, running 
water, and electricity. It is open the year round. Its normal 
capacity Is 40 people. 

She "Radio Sofia" tourist hut is an administration building 
to which itinerant hikers are not admitted. 

•Dm direct footpath leading from the "Dimitur Blagoev" 
tourist hut to Rayko Daskalovo village, ana the so-called Kuku- 
zelska path which branches off at the Pazarishteto site from the 
footpath leading from Rayko Daskalovo village to the Zlatnite 
Mostove site, pass the "Radio Sofia" tourist hut. 

The trip to the hut is most frequently made via Rayko 
Daskalovo village, which is approximately 2 hours away. 


Tourist But of the Theate r Workers (Actors 1 

It Is very near the "Dimitur Blagoev" tourist hut and In 
the midst of a beautiful coniferous forest. It is at an altitude 
of 1,470 m, and Is a solid 2 story building with 10 rooms. It 
has 37 beds and 12 cots, electricity, and running water. 


This tourist hut Is on administration building in which 
hikers are not allowed. It can be reached from Rayko Daskalovo 


village In 2 hours, and from Khyazbavo, via the Zlatnite Mostove 
site In about 3 hours. 
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It is at the Vladayakl Konyarnik site, on the northeastern 
elopes of Vladayski Cherni Vrukh Peak, at an altitude of 1,4-60 m. 


The hut Is a small 2 story building with 9 rooms • It has 
14 beds, running water, and electricity. It is open the year 
round. It is considered an administration building and is used 
mainly during the summer resort season. Hikers are not pexmitted 
to visit it. 

This hut can be reached by following the direct footpath 
BD Ilg for one hour and 45 minutes from Rayko Daskalovo village 
from the Zlatnite Mostove site via Knyazhevo about /illegible/* • 


Shelters 


It was built at the Karpuzov Valog site at an altitude of 
1,250 m. It is to the right of first class footpath KN and 

northwest of the fountain on the same site. It is a small wooden 
prefabricated one-room building 3 by 4 m in area. It was built 
to provide temporary shelter from rain, snow, and wind for hikers 
finding themselves at this important hiking crossroads in the park. 
Its nomnal capacity is 10 people, but in case of need it can ac- 
commodate a considerably more hikers. 


Three benches placed along the vails. There is no janitor, 
but the shelter is open at all times. 


One may not spend the night in the shelter. 
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"Bay Krum" Shelter 

Zb Is at tbs Pogledets site. It lies to the right of second 
class path KD Ilg which leads from Rayko Daskalovo village in the 
Zlatnlte Mostove site via the Brezite site. It is a email one-room 
house not very solidly built. It is divided into 2 cubicles. 

It is used by hikers as a temporary shelter. 

"Trl KLadentai" Shelter 

It was built at the ®ri KLadentsi site at an altitude of 
1,940 m, and is to the right of first class footpath KM]_ vhich 
leads from the "Malc hika " tourist hut to Chernl Vrukh Peak. It 
is a typical high mountain building, entirely of stone. It has 
only one room. 

Its purpose is to offer temporary shelter in bad weather to 
hikers going to or returning from Cherni Vrukh Peak. 

A small river flows along in front of the shelter. Its 
water is good for drinking. 

The shelter has no Janitor and is open the year round. 
Spending the night in it is prohibited. 

"Ushite" Shelter 

It is at the Ushite site at an altitude of 1,843 m, and near 
footpath TNj leading from the "Tintyava" tourist hut via the Ushite 
site to the "Aleko" tourist hut. It is a small one-room prefabri- 
cated wooden hut 3 by 4 m in area. It is intended to provide tempo- 
rary fac ili ties for hikers crossing from the western to the eastern 
part of the mountain via the Platoto site. 
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Ifco normal capacity Is 10 people* Xt Is equipped only with 
benches • 

The shelter Is open to the hikers at any time* 

One may not spend the night in it* 

"Bay Krustyo" Shelter 

Ifc is above the Dragalevski Monastery and the Gradiahte 
site, near the highway to the "Aleko" tourist hut. It is 7 tan 
from the Dragalevtsi village, and is located at an altitude of 
1,400 m. It Is a small building with 2 rooms and an entry hall. 

It has no electricity or telephone line, 

"Rqmanaki" Shelter 

It Is near the Ramanski monument at an altitude of 1,665 m* 
It is a small wooden hut. 

It is mostly used as storage premises for fuel, food, and 
other materials to be carried up to the tourist hut or the ob- 
servatory. 

Stations 

(a ) Scientific-Research 

"Vitosha" Natural Science Station, It is at the Bell Breg 
site at an altitude of 1,450 m. Hikers and visitors to the park 
know it as the "Tourist Hut of the BAN" (Bulgarska akademlya na 
naukite, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences), 

It is built In beautiful Bulgarian style, has 2 floors and 
15 roams, 31 beds, and 12 wooden cots. It has electricity but has 
no running water, 
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There le a veil organised lUM * olnity 01 tl " 


station. 


There are no veil marked or traced footpaths to the station 
since hikers' visits to it are restricted. The trip to the station 
is made via Ksyazhevo and takes from 2 hours to 2 hours and 30 

minutes . 


Moateve" 0.«»aUc Utatlan. » « * «- “““ 
alt. a. an altitude of 1,470 . and i. ku»» “ «• 
loe l«l and Mining Haaaarch," and «• W»»' 


B, Oaouaguatlc atatlau at tin, Zlat.lt. **»» “ * 

crtparatively aud .olid 2-tary tulldl»g. * » “ ™- “* 
31 beds. It has running vater and electricity. 


The station is open the year round, but is not open for hikers. 
It is considered an administration building and is used only * the 
employees of the Geological and Mining Reaaarch Administration. 


The trip to the station is made via Knyashevo or Reyko 
Daskalovo. The first route takes about 2 hours and 30 minutes to 
cover, and the second, about 90 minutes. 


The station can be reached by motor vehicle as well. 


fh) Hast Hamas, 


„U 1W Mart mm <™>. It 1. wu* •* *•» “ a 

«t «. Marta. Mid alt. at » altlMd. * 1,55° »• 


B» military W* ■— *• «• 

„ » 2 atari., and 91 — . “3 mm, running »«. “ 4 ^ 
tricity * 
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Tha to,# lo consider*! an administration building. It io 
opan the year round but forbidden to hikers. 

There are good locations for skiing nearby, end a special 
ski run has been laid out by the home. There is a ski base at 
the heme. 

The Military Hast Heme has a central location in the moun- 
tains . Fran it hikers can reach the "Putniya Kanton" site in 
5 minutes, the "Malchika" tourist hut in 35 minutes, the "Boeritsa" 
forestry station in 40 minutes, the "Dtaitur Blagoev" tourist hut 
and the "Bdelvays” tourist hut in 30 minutes, and the Zlatnlte 
Mostov© sit© in 15 minutes# 

The trip to the home is made on foot through Bayko Baskalovo 
village and takes 2 hours. The home can be reached by motor vehicle 
via the Boyana-Zlatnite Mostove highway and branching from it, the 
specially built road to the home. 

The Trade Union Cottages. These are at the Pankyovoto site 
on the right bank of the Vladayska River at an altitude of 1,180 m. 

They are a group of ^ cottages) 2 have one floor and the others 2 
floors. There are a total of 22 rooms and 4l beds. The cottages 
have electricity and running water. 

They are 40 minutes from Bayko Baskalovo village. They can 
be reached by the footpath which runs between Bayko Baskalovo and 
the Zlatnlte Mostove site. They are also connected with Rayko 
Baskalovo village via the "Plochite" Quarry by motor vehicle road. 

They are used as a resort by the employees of the TeSPS (Tsentralen 
suvet na profeeicmalnite suyumi, Central Council of the Trade Unions). 
They are considered administration buildings, and hikers are not al- 
lowed in them. 
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above Simeonovo village and above the pine forest at an altitude 
of 1,000 a. It la a 2 story building. 

Rest Home of the "Verlla" Factory. The home is above 
Simeonovo village at an altitude of 1,100 m about 1,500 m from the 
bus stop. It is In a beautiful forest meadow. 

It Is a 2 story building. 

Bulgarian Investment Bank Best Home. It Is at the Tsenkov 
Dol site about 1*5 km southeast of Bistritsa village. It is a 
small one-story prefabricated wooden house with 4 rooms. The 
normal capacity of the home is kO people. 

"Tanchovitsa" Rest Home. It is at the Tanchovitsa site 
about 3 Ion southeast of Kladnltsa village and about 1.8 km from 
the nearest tourist hut, which is "Selimit sa." It is used as a 
summer comp for children. It is a huge, solid, one-story building 
with large rooms. Terraces circle the building. 

A small artificial lake has been created for summer swimming. 
Forestry Stations and Points 

"Boerltsa" Forestry Station 

It is at the Boeritsa site, near the Chemata Skala site at 
an altitude of 1 , 699 * It is used by the technicians and workers 
engaged in the construction and management of the park* 

The "Boeritsa” forestry station is a beautiful 3-story build- 
ing with 11 rooms. It has running water but no electricity. There 
are 2 footpaths starting in the yard of the station and one road. 
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The footpath to ths "Bor" tourist hut goes off to the northwest, 
and the footpath leading to the south goes to the "Malchika" tour- 
ist hut. 

The "Boerltsa" forestry station can he reached from Knya- 
zhevo, Bayko Daskalovo, and Boyana villages. The trip from Bayko 
Da skalovo takes 2 hours and 30 minutes) the trips from the other 
starting points take between 3 hours and 30 minutes to 4 hours. 

"Brezovltsa" Forestry Station 

It is at the Brezovltsa site, only a few meters from the 
highway to the "Aleko" tourist hut. It is 8.5 km from Dragalevtsl 
village. 

It Is above the Zheleznl Vrata site at an altitude of 1,5H »• 
It consists of 2 stories ana an attic. It Is only used for service 
purposes. Day or night visits by nonservice personnel are not per- 
mitted. It has running water and electricity. 

"Bovansko Baero" Forestry Point 

It is at the Ralevitsa site, southeast of Boyana and at an 
altitude of 1,020 m. 

It is a small 2 story building with 6 rooms, has 15 beds, 
running water, and electricity. 

Five footpaths begin In the yard of the forestry point. 

They lead to the Dregalevskl Monastery, to the Thnevltsa meadow, 
and thus to the "Hamen Del," the "Sredets" and "Momlna Skala" tour- 
ist huts, to Boyana via the Shileetlya Kamuk site, to Boyana via 
the Olavlte site, and to Boyana via the branch from the Boyana - 
"Tlntyava" tourist hut footpath. 
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The point is used for service premises and is not for hikers. 

The clandestine press of the BCP was once located near the 
point, at the Razturenata Skala site. 

The point can be reached via Boyana village In about one hour. 

"Kjarkuma" Forestry Point 

It la at the Karkuma sito. It Is a small one -story building 
with wooden paneling. It Is used only for service purposes. 

"Zlatnlte Mo stove” Forestry Point 

It is at the northern end of the Zlatnlte Mostove site near 
the Zlatnlte MoBtove-"Bor" tourist hut highway at an altitude of 
1,475 »• 

It is a small wooden building, has electricity and a tele- 
phone line to the city. 

Best Points and Others 

"Belata Voda" Restaurant 

It stands at the Belata Voda site to the right of the Boyana - 
Zlatnlte Mostove highway. Here hikers are served warm meals, tea, 
food products, and drinks. It is open the year round. 

"Dragalevakl Monaatir' 1 Restaurant 

It is near the Dragalevskl Monastery and serves food and 
drinks. It is open the year round. 
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Rest Point "Zlatnl te Moatove" 

It is in a small wooden building on the right bank of the 
Vladayeka River. Here hikers are served tea, food products, sweets, 
and drinks. 

Prult and vegetables are sold here In summer. It Is open 
the year round. 

akala" Rest Point 

It la a small wooden building in the meadow In front of the 
"Mcmina Skala" tourist hut. It sells sweets, tinned foods, and 
drinks. It Is open only in summer. 

nigchkaCTjka^ Rest Point 

It Is near the main footpath between Knyaahevo and the "Mal- 
chika" tourist hut. 

It sells tinned foods, sweets, drinks, milk, and milk products. 

It Is open most of the year. 

hecibo routes 

As a mountain site, the Vitosha People's Park offers many 
possibilities for resort activities. Utilization of it Is made con- 
siderably easier by its comparatively large size, the variety of 
Its topography, and its closeness to the capital. The extensive 
communications network also helps increase the number of dally 
visits paid to it. 

Today the park can be reached via several roads which start 
from various points and which cross great distances In direct routes. 
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Tho return is via the route described for the proceeding 
trip (to Knyazhevo). 

The trip is 18-780 ton long* 

Hotel If so desired, the above described can be covered in 
reverse . 

3. starting from Knyazhevo. The route follows first class 
footpath KN l x , and then the old Belata Voda road- It passes 
through the Belata Voda site to the Karpuzov Valog site- From 
there, via second class footpath KN II 3 , hikers reach the "Mamina 
Skala" tourist hut. 

The return trip follows second class footpath BN 11^ and in- 
cludes a visit to the Boyana Falls which lie on third class footpath 
BN IIIi6* From there, first class footpath BN Ig leadB past (or 
one can cross) Boyana Bike, to Boyana. 

The trip is 11.060 km long. 

4. Starting from Knyazhevo, at the Chemiya Kos site. The 
route follows third doss footpath KN XIIx to the Noevetsa site. 
Prom there It takes second class footpath HD II 4 to the Kleeliehte 
site and thus to the "Bellta Brezi" tourist hut, via second cla B s 
footpath KN Hi* 

Visits to the "Planinets" tourist hut, which lies on third 
class footpath KN and to the "Mmlna Skala" tourist hut on 

third class footpath KN III 5 , are Included. 

The return route leads through the Golyamoto Koplto site on 
second class footpath KN II 3 and third class footpath KN 1I1 8 . The 
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teaewt to Boyana is via third class footpath BN IHio « d M00nd 
class footpath BN Il^t 

The trip is 12 #470 to long* 

Note: The trip from Knyazhevo to the Cherni Kos site con he 
made via the bus which goes to Rayko Daokalovo village, or on foot 
via third close footpath KB Illg* 

5 . Starting from B 0 yana. The route follows first class 
footpath BN Jq and second class footpath BN II 4 to the "Momlna 
Skala" tourist hut. The trip includes a visit and sightseeing at 
the falls on third class footpath BN Illig. 

The return trip goes through the Malkoto Kopito site and 
through Knyazhevo , first, via second class footpath KN II3 to the 
intersection with second class footpath KN II 2 , then following it 
across the Malkoto Kopito site and the Knyazhevo pine forest to 
Knyazhevo. 

The trip is 10*96° tan long. 

6 . Starting from Boyana* The route follows third class 
footpath BN Illg to Boyana Lake, and then turns off on third class 
footpath DR III! to the Dragalevski Monastery. A visit to the 
monastery is included. 

The return trip lies through Dragalevtsi village via first 
class footpath DR I3. 

The trip is 8.550 km long. 

7 . Starting from Dragalevtsi village. The route follows 
first class footpath DR I 3 to the "Bay Krustyo" shelter and the 

«* 3123 m 
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SEasdBag 

1* Starting from Khyazhevo. The route follow first class 
footpath KN to the ’’Malchika" (Kumata) tourist hut, where the 
hikers spend the night* On the second day, there is a climb to 
Choral Vrukh Peak along footpath KM 

The return is via footpath ALg to the "Aleko" tourist hut 
and from there along first class footpath DK Ig to Dragalevtsi 
village . 

The trip is 25.940 km long. 

2. Starting from #oyana. The route follows first class 
footpath M Ig to the "Tintyava" tourist hut and then leads along 
footpath TN /illegible/ to the "Aleko" tourist hut, where the 
hikers spend the night . On the second day the trip Includes a 
climb to Cherai Vrukh Peak via footpath ALg. 

%e return trip is made via Knyazhevo, following footpath 
KMjl, and then first class footpath KN^. 

The trip is 30*550 km long. 

3. Starting from Simeonovo village. The route follows 
first class footpath SM I 4 to the "Aleko” tourist hut, where the 
hikers spend the night. On the second day the hikers climb to 
Cherai Vrukh Peak along footpath ALg. 

The return trip is made via Rayko Daskalovo village. The 
route follows footpath KM X to the "Malchika" tourist hut, and then 
leads along first class footpath KD Lj through the Zlatnite Mostove 
site to the village. 
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Despite the constant increase in the number of hikers, the 
mountains still remain largely unexplored by most of the thous 
* sofia-s residents due to the lack of adepts transportation 
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The construction plan envisages the installation of 5*000 
beds in rest harass, the low Mountain zone, to be used for long rest 
periods* 1,300 beds in tourist huts and shelters in the central 
mountain zone, to be used for short rest periods* and 1,500 beds 
In tourist huts, hotels, and shelters in the high mountain zone 
to be used for short rest periods. 

The mountain area will contain k main tourist centers — 

Aleko, Tlntyavu, Zlatnite Mostove, and Matnitoa, and secondary 
hiki ng footpaths with individual isolated tourist huts at the 
necessary intervals. 

To insure safe routes between the tourist centers and huts, 
particularly in the more remote parts of the mountain, shelters be- 
tween the centers and the tourist huts will be built along the more 
important paths. These shelters will serve as tourist hubs with a 
small capacity (wooden cots fox' from 10 to 20 people). The sites 
were chosen after consultation with the rescue service of the BChK 
(Bulgarski chorven krust, Bulgarian Bed Cross) in the central and 
high mountain zones . 

The Vitosha peopled perk will soon have a capacity of an 
average of 90,000 visitors per day and a maximum capacity of 120,000 
people. Of these 10,000 are expected to come from Dimitrovo. 

Hikers will be transported (by street car, railroad, and bus) 
to the villages of the foothills o£ the Vitosha Mountains* they will 
be divided (on the basis of the number of hikers and their interest 
in each individual part of the mountains) into main, second class, 
and Intermediary starting basis: Dragalevtsi, Knyazhevo, Aleksandrov 
Bridge, Bistritsa, Kladnitsa, Bayko Daskalovo, Boyana, Simeonovo, 
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Zhaleznitsa, Yarenja, Nozhlchovitea, Rakltku, Murchaovo, Rudarbsi, 
Charnlya Kos, and Shuwako. 

*j»he plan envisages the transportation of hikers from Sofia 
to the sub Vitosha villages along the already existing Sofia- 
Knyazhevo street car line, which will be extended to the Aleksandrov 
Bridge| the Pavlovo -Boy ana street car line* which will be improved 
and provided with double tracks) and the newly planned Sofia- 
Dragalevtsi-Bistritsa street car line, which carry special elec- 
trically powered coaches. 

The railroad lines will carry hikers from Sofia and Dimitrovo 
to the Chemiya Kos site, Rayko Baekalovo village, and Dreglchevo 
village. Fewer hikers will be carried by these lines than by the 
street car lines. 

The unpleasant climb from Knyazhevo to the Belata Voda site 
will be avoided by the construction of a caole car line from Khya- 
zhevo to Rakovete; it will be capable of handling much of the traf- 
fic. 

Autobus lines linking the sub Vitosha villages not linked by 
street car or railroad lines are planned. Such autobus lines will 
be established between Yareaa, Koshichovltsa, Zheleznitsa, Rakitka, 
Rudartai, and Murohaevo villages. 

Street car lines will be the principal means of mass trans- 
portation to the sub Vitosha villages. They will have a capacity 
of 63,000 persons, or 70# of the hikers, daily. The railroads will 

14,000 hikers or l6f> of tbu total, and the bus lines will 
handle 13,000 people, or 14# of the total. 
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Hikers will arrive at the tourist huts in tha mountains via 


tha high mountain roads and cable lines, with cars or individual 
seats, leading to the Kdpitoto site, the "Bredets” tourist hut, 
the Ktoen Del site, the "Aleko" tourist hut (Zeleniya Vrukh Peak), 
and the Piperkata Peak (from Bistritsa village). 

A Vitosha Mountains circumference road is envisaged to serv- 
ice hikers and the future development of the sub Vitosha villages 
properly. Certain segments of this road already exist (for example 

the Rayko Daskalovo-Knyazhevo-Boyana-Dragalevtsi segment and the 
Blstritsa-fiiheleznitsa-Yarema segment) while others will have to be 
Improved or rebuilt (for example the Rayko Daskalovo^udurtsi- 
Murchaevo-Bosnek-Chupetlovo segment through Kovachevtsi to Yarema). 

Five cable car lines are envisaged for the mountains t A 
cable line with cars from Rakovets to the Kppitoto site, with a 
capacity of 600 passengers per hour will constitute one. This 
line will serve hikers wanting to go from Knyazhevo to the Tintyava 
and Zlatnite Mostove sites. A cable line, with pairs of individual 
seats, to run from Roy ana to Sredets will have a capacity of 300 
passengers per horn*, and will serve the Tintyava, Kikish, and 
Boyana Lake area. A cable line with cars will run from Dragalevtoi 
to Kamen Bel and will have a capacity of 300 people per hour. It 
will run directly to a high mountain hotel at the Kamen Del site 
and will serve the entire high mountain zone. A cable line with 
individual seats will run from Dragalevtsi to Ooli Vrukh site and 
will have a capacity of 300 people per hour. It will service the 
Aleko region principally. This line is already under construction, 
and a part of it, between Dragalevtsi and the "Bay Krustyo" shelter, 
is already operating. A cable line with individual seats will run 
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from Bistritsa village to the Karkujaa (Plperkata) site, and will 
be directly linked with the hotel planned for the sob* area# This 
line will also service the eastern part of the >leko area as well 
as the most remote hiking sites such as, for example, Golyaia Kupen 
Peak, the reserve, Qkoparnika Peak, etc. 

Apart from these Installations, there will also be short ski 
lifts leading to the ski runs at the Balabena site, the Tintyava 
site, etc, for example. They will be similar to the ski lift al- 
ready In operation in the Aleko area. 

The main footpath network conforms to the done-like struc- 
ture of the Vitosha Mountains and consists of radial footpaths 
which connect the hikers ’ starting points — the sub Vitosha vil- 
lages — Kladnltsa, Murchaevo, Rudartsi, Rayko Daskalovo, Knyazhevo, 
Boyana, Drag&levtsi, Simeonovo, Bistritsa, Zheleznltsa, Bosnek and 
Chupetlovo, with the main mountain centers and with Chemi Vrukh 
Peak, and concentric footpaths which service the 3 zones of the 
mountain (low mountain zone, central mountain zone, and high moun- 
tain zone). 

The Vitosha People’s Park will develop into a ski base not 
only for Sofia but for all Bulgaria. 

In this connection the plan for the mountains envisages the 
construction of 5 ski jump areas of varying dimensions, 5 new ski 
areas, Ik ski runs, sledding runs, skating bases, as well as bases 
for water sports, sports grounds, and mountain climbing bases. 

Of the mountains surrounding Sofia, Vitosha offers hikers 
the best scenic views because of the great height of its peaks and 
ridges and its central geographical location. The plan envisages 
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t* construct loo of over 15 vantage points for scenic views In the 
park. They will be equipped with orientation apparatus which will 
indicate the 4 points of the compass and will explain the different 

views. 

-The 2 reserves already existing In the park - the coniferous 
reserve and the turf reserve - will be preserved. It is proposed 
that hikers and visitors be allowed Into the coniferous reserve 
under certain conditions and with proper supervision. This will 
necessitate the construction of a few footpaths as well as a small 
guar* house. Other Installations In the reserve or very near it 
will be prohibited. The plan reconmends an Increase In the variety 

of wild life in the park. 

HIKERS' HANDBOOK . USE OP THE PARK 

Park Regu lations 

A special directive has been teemed to clarify the regula- 
tions governing the Vitosha People's Parki which forbids 

damaging vegetation, nature protection sites, and park in- 
stallations) 

contaminating springs, water areas, meadows, vicinities of 
tourist huts, fountains, etc) 

removing soil, sand, gravel, atones, sod, humus, etc) 

picking flowers, roots and seeds, medical and aromatic 
plants | and bustoasj 

placing notices, posters, appeals, etc, on hedges, trees, 

etc) 
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hunting birds; fishing; the destruction of birds 1 neats, the 
presence of dogs not on leash; 

lighting fires except at Indicated places, the discarding of 
burning cigarettes, and other actions which might start a fire* 

Capping in the park, the organization of group hikes, ex- 
peditions, entertainment, competitions, etc, on a local or regional 
ecale must be approved by the park admin lot ration in advance. 

For minor violations a fine of up to 2 leva will be imposed 
and a receipt will be given; more serious violations will result 
in a court summons and the Imposition of a fine of up to 400 leva. 

Fire Prevention in the Park 

The danger of fire, which is particularly great in summer, 
requires hikers in the park to be very careful and attentive In re- 
gard to camp fires for a long camping or rest stay. starting 
of fires should be avoided, and when it is necessary, they must be 
built only in the places designated for that purpose. Hikers must 
comply faithfully and promptly with fire prevention measures and 
must see to it that other visitors to the park also comply with 
them. 

If in spite of precautions a fire breaks out, the first 
person to notice it must immediately undertake to extinguish it by 
covering it with soil, pouring water on it, or beating it with 
green branches tied together like a broom. At the same time the 
nearest tourist hut or rest home must be notified and asked for 
help. 
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Upon arrival at a tourist hut visitors must place their 
rucksacks and skis in the places designated for that purpose and 
must observe the established regulations * If necessary they may 
use the stove and utensils available in the hikers 1 kitchen, but 
they must return them washed and clean* -After the meal, each 



visitor will clean his own table ©nil will dispose of leavings and 
containers properly. 


It is prohibited to make noise, to eat, drink alcoholic 
beverages, to smoke or to ploy gomes of chance in the sleeping 
quarters • 


Visitors will pay the established fees for the use of the 
premises and the utensils of the tourist huts. 


Mountain Rescue Service (PPS, Planinska Spasitelna Sluahba) 


The task of the Mountain Rescue Service is to insure im- 
mediate and competent medical first aid to all accident victims 
on the mountain, such as hikers, alpinists, skiers, etc. For this 
it lias established a network of rescue stations and staffs them 
every Saturday, Sunday, and holiday, with voluntary rescue person- 
nel and doctors* 


The rescue service of the "Vltosha” People's Park operates 
the year round* The shifts are divided by time and place, as fol- 
lows i 


From 15 December to 15 April 


1* "Choral Vrukh" meteorological observatory — rescue team. 
2* "Aleko" tourist hut — * doctor and rescue team. 

3* "Tintyava" tourist hut -■* doctor and rescue team* 
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4. "Rodina" tourist hut — rescue team* 

5. "Bredets" tourist hut rescue team. 

6* "Medina Skala" tourist hut — rescue team* 

7, "Planinets" tourist hut — doctor and rescue team* 

8* "Malchlka" (Kumata) tourist hut — doctor and rescue team. 

9* "Jdelvayo" tourist hut — rescue team* 

10* "Ostritsa" tourist hut — rescue team* 

11* "D. Blagoev" tourist hut (Fcnfon) — doctor and rescue team. 

12. "Mekicharaika" shelter — rescue team. 

13* Rescue base in Khyazhovo — rescue team* 

Fro an 16 April to Ik December 

1* "Aleko" tourist hut — doctor and a rescue worker. 

2* "Tintyava" tourist hut — * doctor and rescue. 

3. "D* Blagoev" (Fonf on ) tourist hut — - doctor and rescue. 

Bote* The "Bor," "Kamen Del," "Septemvri," "Sellmitsa," 
"Musicologists * , " "Radio Sofia," and "ArtlstG ,M tourist huts, the 
rest homes of the air force (W3), the Belite Brezi, and all the 
rescue stations indicated above have first aid kits to provide 
medical first aid. They do not have aspirin, mixed powders, qui- 
nine, sulfathiazole, etc. Hikers are urged to bring with them 
personal first aid kits containing those medicines not obtainable 
at the tourist huts . 

To aid in rendering first aid end in evacuating the Injured, 
the service has equipped all rescue stations with special stretchers 
and sleds, in addition to certain basic medicines. 

Appeals to the Mountain Rescue Service, in case of mountain 
accidents, can be made by hikers going in that direction, by shouting, 
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X. Sleeping 

School pupils, up to the eleventh grade, inclusive, and 
bearers of the "People's Tourist" pin 


per bed 
per cot 


2.50 leva 

1.50 leva 


Sportsmen belonging to organized groups pays 


per bed 
per cot 


lf.00 leva 
2.00 leva 


All other visitors pays 
per bed 
per cot 


6.00 leva 

3.00 leva 


Notes The above fees Include one blanket. The fee for a 
second blanket is 0*50 leva. An additional fee for heating, which 
varies between 0*50 and 1 leva, depending on whether it is a pri- 
vate room or a dormitory, will be charged in winter. 

Xf 2 people sleep in one bed, the foes will be reduced by 
25 $, for those making sleeping arrangements outside the sleeping 
premises, there will be a reduction of ?C $ or* the fee for a cot. 
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IX» For Daytime ^ojounis 

All hikers resting in tourist huts and shelters will pay a 
fee of 1 leva in winter and 0,50 leva in summer. No such fee will 
be collected from hikers who slept or who will sleep overnight at 
the tourist hut or shelter. 

Telephone Numbers 


Forestry Stations and Nurseries 


Nursery — Knyazhevo 5-70-12 
Nursery — Freedom Park (the Hunting Park) 6-21-29 
"Boeritaa" forestry station 5-70-21 
"Zlatnite Mostove" forestry station 5-70-21 
"Brezovltsa" forestry station 6-70-22 

Tourist Huts and Heat Homes 


"Planinets u 9 -70-21 
"Septemvr!" 5-70-21 
"Sredets" 5-60-26 
"Tintyava" 5-62-15 

”*>*" 5-62-15 
"Rodina" 5-69-26 

Military Rest Home (WS) 6-25-91 
"Aleko” 6-70-22 
Geomagnetic station (Geological and 5-71-59 
Mining Research) 

"Cheroi Vrukh” Observatory 6-70-22 
Restaurant at the Dragalevski 6-70-20 
Monastery 
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People’s Soviets 


Knyazhevo 

5-72-26 

Boyana 

5-69-07 

Dragalevtsi 

6-70-10 

Simeonovo 

6-21-44 


Note* l'he people’s soviets in Rayko Dagkalovo, Bistritsa, 
Zheleznitsa, and Klodnitsa villages can be reached by dialing 
operator No 01* 

Sanitary Epidemiological Stations, Fire Departments* Bfcc», 


Sanitary Epidemiological Station fourth 

5-53-06 

rayon 


Sanitary Epidemiological Station eixth 

7 -39-420 

rayon 


Sanitary Epidemiological Station, Sofia 

7-13-76 

Fire Prevention Service fourth rayon 

6-25-22 

Fire Prevention Service fourth /sic/' 


rayon 

5-70-26 

Mountain Rescue Service (PSS) 

5-30-31 


Peaks and Elvers In the Park 


(a) Altitude of Peaks 


Cherai Vrukh 

2,205 m 

Goli Vrukh 

1,837 B 

Golyam Rezen 

2,278 m 

Ostrets 

1,836 B 

Skoparnik 

2,220 m 

Konyamika 

1,794 b 

Maluk Bezen 

2,191 m 

Belchova Skala 

1,831 B 

Samara 

2,108 m 

Vulchata Skala 

1,670 m 

Golyam Kupen 

2,106 m 

Oatritea 

1,695 m 
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Luvcfceto 

2,052 ffl 

Vladayaki Choral Vrukh 

1,641 IB 

Selimitea 

2,048 m 

laahom MoeilA 

1,603 IB 

Siva Oraaaada 

2,003 si 

Kominlte 

1,600 a 

Sredeto 

1,969 a 

Gollnata 

1,478 » 

Biatriehki Kupen 

1,930 IB 

Kikioh 

1,430 a 

Uahlte 

1,906 IB 

Razturona Stole 

1,364 a 

Boychlnov Rid 

1,877 is 

Kopitoto 

1,300 a 

Mscha Dupka 

1,901 m 

Boyov Bid 

1,223 a 

Chematii Skalu 

1,869 si 

Sul Vrukh 

1,146 a 

Karoen Bel 

1,862 a 




Hotel The altitude of peaks has been taken from the general- 
staff map, scales Il25,000. 

(b) Length of Hivers Within the Park Borders 


Strum 

8.8 to 

Rokoveta 

3.7 to 

Matnitsa 

3*5 ton 

Yaachevaka 

5 to 

JOadnitsa 

4.3 to 

Dragalevska 

5 km 

Rud&rtsi 

4.1 to 

Boyanska 

7.2 to 

Murchaeveka 

2.5 to 

Vladayoka 

8.1 to 

Bistritsa 

5.1 to 




Distance Between Touri st mots 

"Selimitsa" - "Ostritsa" (Broko) 

"Ostritsa" - "Diaitur Blagoev" (Ponfon) 
"Ostritsa" - "Bdelvays" 

"Dlmltur Blagoev" - "Bdelvays" 

"Diaitur Blagoev" - "Hadio Sofia" 

"D lml tur Blagoev" - "Musicologists" 
''Bdelvays" - "Malchika" ("Kuaata”) via the 
KOnyarnika site 


2.925 

3.380 

1.590 

1.880 

0.425 

0.980 

2.520 
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"Bielvays" - "Kumata" (through the forest) 
"Malchika’' - "Boerltsa" Forestry Station 
"Malchika" - "Bor" (through Chernota Skala Peak) 
"Malchika" - "Boar" (via Balabana Ridge) 

"Mcnina Skai&" - "Bor" 

"Momina Ska la" - "Sredets" 

"Sredeta" - "Tintyava" 

"Kwnen Del" - "Sredeta" 

" Kawen Del" - "Medina Skala" 

"Planineto" « "Medina Skala" 

"P lanin ets" - "Belite Brezi" 

"Sept«nvri" - "Booritaa" Forestry Station 
"Septemvri" - "Bor" 

"Brezovitoa" Forestry Station - "Aleko" 
"Brezovitsa" Forestry Station - "Udarnik" 
"Udaraik" - "Aleko" 


2.150 

0.920 

2.550 

2.280 

1.100 

0.780 

0.580 

0.730 

1.150 

1.070 

1.200 

2,100 

1.160 

2.600 

1.800 

0.800 



Aiakovi Falls — along the Skakavete River above Simeonovo 
village! are named after the great Bulgarian writer and hiker Aleko 
Konstantinov, who visited them often. 


Vatiya •«• the fortress whose ruins can still be distinguished 
on the Skala site south of Boyaaaj Vatiya was the name of 

the ruler of the fortress. 


Begler - Begler or Beyler-Chifllk is the old name of the 
present sub Vitoaba village Simeonovo. It is presumed that this 
was the farm of the Rumelian Begler Bey (high administrative 
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employee in the administrative hierarchy oaf the Ottoman ttogpire)* 

Until 177? the population of the village worked as farm hands on 
the farmj after this they purchased a part of the property hut 
continued to pay a percentage on their produce* 

Bistritsa Reserve — is & part of the park area in the water 
basin of the Bistritsa River which is restricted in order to pre- 
serve Vitosha vegetation and further its study* Hiking is allowed 
only along the footpaths. 

Bosnek — a small sub Vitosha village along the Struma River, 
known since ancient times for its wealth in oriferous sandj its 
name comes from that of an immigrant from Bosnia who settled here. 

Here a stone altar slab bearing the figure of the soldier deity 
Mitre was found in 1861. 

Buda — a clearly defined ridge between Bistritsa and Simeonovo 
villages. Its name has no connection with the Indian refozraer. 
According to Pavel Deliradev the origin of the name must be sought 
in connection with the womans first name Buda or Budlaka, which 
was once popular In Bistritsa village. 

Vltoshka Kbnferentsiya — a site on the southern slopes of 
Vladayski Cherni Vrukh Peak. Here, on 17 and 16 May 1924, the first 
clandestine party conference of the RCP after the failure of the 
September Rebellion, was held. A commemorative stone has been 
placed at the site of the conference. 

Oadshovitoa a site above the Boyona Falls* Here third 
class footpath BN HX^q leading to the Karanova Llvada site branches 
off. Its name probably stems from that of the former family of 
sheep dealers — Gadshevi — from Panagyurishte city, which owned 
the meadows in the neighborhood* 
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Qradishteto -- is about 2 tot northeast of Bosnek on the right 
battik of the Struma River. All along the oouthern slope of this 
formerly fortified height the outlineo of buildings and renrwiU 
of brick, wide tile, and pieces of large steed earthenware cun be 

steen* 

Homan ski Grave — is at the last turn on the Dregalevtsi- 
"Hananski" shelter highway, m 1933 Pavel Romanski, a philology 
student, perished in a snow storm where the monument now stands. 

Burdarov's Grave — is at the Bell Breg site, above and on 
the left of the Mundrata site by the "Septemvri" tourist hut- 
"Boeritsa" forestry station footpath. Here the hiker Dlmitur 
Burdarov, a student in classical philology, perished on 21 De- 
cember 1929 In a atona* 

Koto o' a Grave - is to tho left of the footpath leading from 
the "Mnlchika" tourist hut to the "Edelvayo" tourist hut, on the 
edge of the plateau. It was placed there by the comrades of Kosta- 
din D. Stefanov from l&yashevo who comnitted suicide In this vi- 
cinity on 12 June 192k. 

Itkova Fountain — stands to the northeast of the "Ostritsa" 
tourist hut. It is named after the hiker and mountaineer Itko 
Todorov from Sofia, who died an 11 February 1938* foun'taln 1 b 
a monument to mountaineering comradeship and attachment raised by 
hia comrades* 

Khpaklievets — is a wide, beautiful plateau northwest of 
the Reznyovete Peeks, where the Dragalevoka River starts. Here, 
on 6 August 1905, the cornerstone of the first tourist hut in Bul- 
garia was laid on the occasion of the twenty-eighth anniversary of 
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the Liberation of Bulgaria', the firth anniversary of the 
foundation of the "Aleko Konstantinov" Bulgarian Tourist Society. 
Construction on this hut was later abandoned, in its stead between 
1922 and 192^ the "Aleko" tourist hut was built. 

Karaaova Meadow — is an important intersection point for 
the roads and footpaths starting at Boyana. It bears the name of 
the f amily Karanovi of Boyana, who long owned this site by inheri- 

twice e 

Karima — a site above the Katunishte ridge in which the 
sheep of the nomad shepherds once were shorn. Today a small 
forestry point has been placed at this site, past which several 

footpaths leads 

Katunishte — a wide watershed ridge in the eastern part of 
the mountain. Once the huts or camps of the shepherds who used the 
neighboring high mountain pastures were located here. 

Ittldsh — is a site in the Dragalevtsi village area. It 
contains remains of a Thracian Holy Place. The name itself iu not 
of Slavic origin. Years ago a small shelter was built here. It 
later burned* 

T.jUnn. Meadow — is the name of the meadow near the "Edelvays 
tourist hut. It was named in memory of the noted hiker and member 
of the "Bdelvaya" tourist society Liliya Chamodrinska, who partici- 
pated actively in the construction of the tourist hut. 

Mekhancheto - a email meadow in the middle of the Coniferous 
Reserve, about h .5 km above Bistritsa village. It is believed that 
some revolutionaries hid hare during the Turkish enslavement. 
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Oatritsa •• is a beautiful Vitoeha peak directly above the 
"Ostritoa'' ('’Broke”) tourlot hut# From it a vide scenic view opens 
out to the north, went, cud south* The whole lake at the Studena 
Bara con be seen from hare. The name comes from the sharp, needle- 
like form of the peek. 

Pazariahteto — a site below the Zlatnite Mostove site, on 
the left bank of the Viadayska Biver. It is connected with the ore 
production industry in the mountains. It has been known since the 
fifteenth century. 

Petrov Grave — located not far from the "Aleko" tourist hut 
at the Sinite Shall site. Here the hiker Petur Dimitrov died in a 
blizzard on 23 December 1923 . His body was recovered in May of the 
following year. 

Sergeevoto Veil — is below the Vulchata Skala Peak. It was 
named, after the young and energetic hiker Georgi &©rgeev, who died 
below the Boyana Falls on 29 July 1923* He was the secretary of 
the Sofia branch of the Bulgarian Tourist Society. 

Stepan it aa — a site on the left bank of the Fonfoneka Biver, 
near the place at the Pazarishteto site where the Kukuzeloka path 
branches off. Old people say a serious fight between the Vladaya 
and Obelets villages about forest ownership occurred here long ago. 

Tsvetna Meadow — Is east of the "Bresovitea” forestry sta- 
tion* The old name of the meadow was Shikova Voda* The Tsvetna 
Meadow is the new name. It was so named by hikers because of its 
great wealth of mountain flowers . 
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Chemata Stela - la a peak in the wator shed group of pwte 
la tea Vitoaha Mountains. It la acute of the "Bor" tourist hut and 
north of tha "Boerltaa" foroatry station. Prom the west It looks 
like a dangerous and imposing peak. It was given its name because 
of tea date aspect which It lends to tha high mountain view. 

Yhvorova Meadow - la above tha "Dlmitur Blagoav" tourist 
hut. It la a well known hiking center. It waa so named after the 
bust of Xavorov was placed on one of the neighboring crags. It has 
no direct connection with the life and work of the poet Yavorov. 

ALPHABETICAL INDEX TO THE MAP OP THE VXTCSHA PEOPLE'S PARK 


Method of Usinff the Index 

Bites should be sought in the square formed by the horizontal 
lettera and the perpendicular (vertical) figures on the map given 
after each region* 

For example. We are Interested in finding the Kiselishte 
Bite. First we lodk for tee name under the letter K on page 3M- of 
the guide. After the word Kiselishte we see the signs L,5- 
means that the site we are locking for will be found in the square 
of the map where the vertical line starting at figure 5 intersects 
with tee horizontal line starting at letter L. 

All tee regions of Interest to us are looked for tee seme 


A 


Actors f tourist hut 

k,7 

A1«&0, tourist hut 

Zb, 9 

B 


A L, footpath 

Zhjll 

Bay Krustyo, shelter 

B,7 

Aalanov hill 

L,15 

Balabanoveta, sit© 

M,5 
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BAN, natural science 

K,6 

BN 1 X 1 x 4 1 footpath 

1,5 

station 



D,l4 

BN XXIxj, footpath 

1,5 

Belch© va Skala, peak 

Z ,5 

BN XXXg, footpath 

Boyana Dike 

2,5 

2,5 

BN XXXy, footpath 

Boyana, village 

2,3 

2,5 

BN XXg; footpath 

Boyana falls 

Belite Brezl (MKSB) 
/pLnisterotvo na 

1,5 

2,5 

BN X>, footpath 

L,6 


BN in x , footpath 

1,4 

komunalnoto stopan- 
otvo i blagouatroy- 
stvoto, Ministry of 


BN XXx, footpath 

1,4 

Comnunal Economy and 
Public VforkaT tourist 


BN 1X1x3, ^°otpath 

1,6 

hut 


BN IXXxx, footpath 

1,6 

Byalata Voda, site 

K,4 

BN XXXx4, footpath 

1,6 

Biotrata Voda, river 

V ,12 

BN IXg, footpath 

1,6 

Bistritsa, village 

B,9 

BN IIX^, footpath 

Z,6 

Blstrishka Elver 

H ,6 

BN IHg, footpath 

Z ,2 

Bor, tourist hut 

1,6 

BS X 5 , footpath 

6,10 

Boyov Hid, site 

L,6 

BS XXXg, footpath 

0,11 

Boexltsa, forestry 

1,8 

Boyanska River 

1,5 

station 


V 


Rresovitsa, forestry 

0,8 


station 


WS, Military Rest Horae 

K,8 

Bukara, site 

K,5 

Vladayskl Kbnyamik, 

L,7 



site 


Buklte, site 

V,l 4 

Vladayska Elver 

1,7 

BS m 1> footpath 

0,10 

Verlla, rest home 

0,7 

BN XXXip , footpath 

1,7 

Voychinov Rid, site 

*,15 

BS Xl l9 footpath 

E,9 

0 

BN XXX3, footpath 

Z,4 



Gladnl Rid, site 

B,15 

BN XXg, footpath 

2,5 



Golyoaia Idvada, site 

L,4 

BN III4, footpath 

Z,4 

Golyara Hessen, peek 

Zh,ll 

BN footpath 

1,5 

Golyama Oarvanltsa, 

M ,13 

BN IH lQ , footpath 

1,5 

site 


m jjff 
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Golyama Ormaada, site 

s,n 

Golyeuu Kupen, peak 

D,12 

Goliya Vrukh Peak 

Zh,8 

Gradiahte, site 

E,7 

D 


Dimitur Biagoev 
(Fonf on ) tourist hut 

K,8 

Dragalevtsi, village 

D,5 

DR Ul v footpath 

E,6 

DR IIjj footpath 

E,6 

DR Ij, footpath 

E,8 

DR 11^, footpath 

E,6 

DR Illg, footpath 

E,6 

DR footpath 

E,6 

bsi XIlj, footpath 

E,6 

DR Ilg, footpath 

E,6 

DR III3, footpath 

Zh,6 

DR IX]| j footpath 

E,7 

DR Hip, footpath 

E,7 

DR n 5 , footpath 

Zh,7 

DR III 10 , footpath 

Zb, 7 

DR Ilg, footpath 

E,6 

DR ll\, footpath 

E,6 

£ 


Edelvays, tourist hut 

I., 9 

KD^, footpath 

X,9 

Zh 


Zhelezrdtsa, village 

B,l4 

Zheleznishka River 

V,l4 

Zhivata Voda, spring 

M,l4 


z 


Zlatnite Mostove, 
forestry station 

K,7 

Zlatnite Mostove, site 

K,7 

X 


Itkova founts 

Mi 9 

K 


Kamen Del, peak 

z,7 

Karaoimoto building 

1,7 

Quarries of the SONS 
(Sofiyski Gradski 
naroden suvet, Sofia 
city peopled soviet) 

M,7 

ICarkuma, forestry 
point 

D,10 

KLadnitsa, village 

0,11 

KL Ig, footpath 

M,10 

KM 1; footpath 

1,9 

Hainan Del, tourist hut 

Z,5 

Konyarnika, site 

M,7 

XSaminite, peak 

Zh,8 

Kbpitoto, peak 

K,4 

Kifctsh, site 

Zh,6 

Knyazhevo 

1,2 

Kiaelishte, site 

L,5 

Kruata, peak 

L,13 

Kumata (Malchlka), 
tourist hut 

1,8 

Ku 1113, footpath 

L,4 

KN m 4 , footpath 

L,4 

KN I 1# footpath 

K,5 

KN Hg, footpath 

K,4 
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KN XXXj, footpath 

K,4 

KN n|g f footpath 

K,5 

KN footpath 

K,6 

KN ni lf footpath 

1,4 

KN Hj, footpath 

K,5 

KH Hlg, footpath 

K,5 

KN Illy, footpath 

K,5 

KN XXXc)| footpath 

K,6 

K N Xfy, footpath 

K,6 

I(N XXX^j# footpath 

K,6 

KN XXX footpath 

K,6 

KN III^o* footpath 

K,6 

L 


lyava River 

V,13 

Iyuti Dol, site 

1,4 

U 


Malinarski Road 

1,4 

Malkoto Koplto, peak 

K,5 

Matnitsa River 

K,12 

Malkiyat Rezen, peak 

Zh,10 

Mecha Pol ynm 9 site 

E,10 

Ministry of Construe** 
tion, rest h me 

&>7 

Mining and Geological 
Research, station 

K,7 

Mamina Skala, tourist 
hut 

1,6 

Mamina Skala, site 

1,4 

Musicologists 1 , tour- 
ist hut 

4,7 

Murchaevo, village 

0,7 


H 


Nokev Kwauk, site 

i,u 

Noovitsa, site 

M,5 

0 


OstretSj peak 

1,9 

Ostrltsa (Broks), 
tourist hut 

M,9 

Orpsovite Cottages 

M ,6 

Qfeliite, site 

KL ,8 

P 


Planinets, tourist hut 

K ,6 

Planinltsa, river 

4,5 

Plperka, peak 

E,10 

R 


Rayko Duskalovo 
(Yladaya), village 

N,5 

Rfcikovets , forestry 
station 

K,4 

Radio Sofia, tourist 
hut 

4,7 

The Reserve 

D,ll 

Ronanskl, site 

E,9 

Rotoov Kamuk, site 

M,5 

Rodina, tourist hut 

1,6 

Rudarska Hamlet 

?,9 

HD XXX^, footpath 

M,4 

HD XX 3 , footpath 

M ,6 

HD 3y, footpath 

M ,6 

HD XXXg, footpath 

1,6 

HD XXg, footpath 

M,7 

HD XXXg, footpath 

K,7 


149 - 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 








HD IX 5 # footpath 

L,8 

Sredets , tourist hut 

2,6 

HD XXX^i footpath 

L ,8 

Store Reka River 

0,7 

HD XX^, footpath 

M,4 

Sukhl Peak 

Z,5 

HD Xn 5 , footpath 

K,9 

T 


RD XXIg, footpath 

K,9 

Tlntyava, tourist hut 

2,6 

HD XXp footpath 

H,7 

•JNg, footpath 

Zh,7 

HD UIrf 9 footpath 

E,9 

Trendofila, site 

L,8 

HD XXXg, footpath 

L,9 

Tri KLa&entsi, shelter 

1,10 

S 


!Eri Kladentsi, site 

1,10 

Samara, peak 

1,11 

'fuikalyat Put, KN HX 3 

L,4 

Samodivaka Polyana, 

D,9 

U 


site 


Ushite, shelter 

Z,7 

Svetl Nikola, 

1,11 

Ts 


monastery 



Sellmitsa, tourist hut 

M ,10 

Tsuroi Vrukh Peak 

L ,8 

Selimitea, peak 

K ,10 

Ch 


Septeravri, tourist hut 

K ,6 

Cheraata Skala, peak 

1,7 

Semowltsa, site 

Z,4 

Chemi Vrukh Peak 

2,11 

Siva Gramada, site 

E,15 

Chereoha, site 

1,5 

Slmeonovo, village 

V ,6 

Cherniya Koa, site 

M,3 

Slmeonovska, river 

D,7 

Chupetlovo, village 

K,15 

Skakavltsa, river 

D,7 

Sh 


Skoparnik, peak 

E,12 

Shevovitsa, site 

0,13 

Skekavete, site 

1,5 

Xu 


SM footpath 

D,7 

Yurushkl Most, site 

M ,8 

314 IXi, footpath 

»,9 

Ya 


SM footpath 

D,9 

Xanchevoka River 

D,9 

SM IXX^, footpath 

E,9 

Yarema, site 

V,l 6 

Sredets, peak 

Z,9 
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figure cAmcNs 

/front page of original Map. Vitosha Mountains la the system 
of parka out old© Sofia. 

/page 11 of original/" "Zlatni Mostove" Stone River. 

/page l4 of original/* The Stone &iver from Cherai Vrukh Peak to 
the Platoto. 

/between pages 1 6 and 17 of original/* Topi Anemone a of the 

"Vladayskite kariori" site. Bottom* Iria of the "ICppitcto 1 ’ 
site. 

/page 19 of original On the road toward "Aleko" tourist hut. 

/page 27 of original/" View toward the Malkiya Rezen Peak. 

/between pages 28 and 29 of original/* Map. legend 1 (l) Highway! 

(2) Footpaths; (3) Peak! (4) Fountain! (5) Moraine j (6) Spring! 
(7) Water Reservoir Zone! (8) Boundary of the Park! (9) Bound- 
ary of the Mountain Zone. 

/between pages 32 and 33 of original/ Anemones of the "Zlatnite 
Mostove" site. 

/between pages 38 and 39 of original/* Wap. Legend* (l) Highway! 

(2) Footpaths! (3) Peak! (4) Moraine) (5 ) Fountain! (6) Spring! 
(7) Boundary of the Park! (8) Boundary of the Mountain Zone. 

/page 47 of original/* Boyana Falls in winter. 

/between pages 48 and 49 of original/* Flower at the Boyana Falls. 
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pages 50 and 51 of original/ Map. lagan*. <l) WWW 
(2) Footpaths) (3) Peak) (4) lift) (5) Morai»*» (6) fountain) 

(7) Spring j (8) Water Reservoir Zone) (9) Heaerve) (10) Park 
Boundary) (11) Mountain Zone Boundary. 

/5age 51 of original/ Along the Dregalevska River Valley - ***** 
peak in the background. 

55 of a- -a u« 

shelter. 

between pages 60 and 6l of original/ Map. legend. (D Highway, 

(g) Footpaths, (3) Peak, (4) Uft, (5) Spring, (6) Fountain, 

(7) Park Boundary, (8) Mountain Zone Boundary. 

/between pages 64 and 65 of original/ Map. legend, (l) Highway, 

(g) Footpaths, (3) Peak, (4) Lift, (5) Water Reserve Zone, 

(6) Spring, (7) Fountain, (0) Reserve, (9) Park Boundaries, 

(10) Mountain Zone Boundary. 

/page 67 of original/ Stone rivers near the W tourist hut. 

/J^ge 69 of original/ Rock phenomenon at the Rezena Peak. 

/between pages 72 end 73 of original / Map. legend, <D Footpaths, 
(g) Peak, (3) Fountain, (4) Moraine, (5) *** **•* < 6 > Water 
Reservoir Zone, (7) Perk Boundary, (8) Mountain Zone Boundary. 

/between pages 77 and 78 of original/ Map. *®end, (D Highway, 

(g) Footpaths, (3) P«*J <*> Moraine, < 5) F ° mtaiXt i6) ^ 
Reservoir Zone, (7) Park Boundary, (8) Mountain Boundary Zone. 

/between pages 80 and 81 of original/ Primulas at the "tovetna 
Polyana” site* 

• 152 • 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81 -01 043R001 2001 10002-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/13 : CIA-RDP81-01043R0012001 10002-0 


gig, * « *» Vr '“ 

gfc. 05 of origiMj/ aJ * W " “* 

git™« ,6 * - — * °* rtl “ ** “* 

Peak. 

g.*M p«.» * ^ (1 ‘ "TV, 

^ ( 2 ) u« 0 ) (5> ‘ ’ 

( 7 ) u.ter »» Son., <°> 
gig. ,8 of origi»«2/ «” 1 * t "‘ , - 

5*. «* or <*«m!/ “*• 

gig. 105 of original/ " Ha « lv ' s F !5 tourist tart 

gig, 10t of original/ "Ton™" ‘“ rl “ t “ 6 ‘ 
gig. ,22 of omgm.2/ *“»“• “ “* Slt *' 

gig. 123 of origln.1/ >w- « Sb, ““ “ 

Zone. 

- , . , .7 maa for the "Vitosbko 3 * 3 s»" tourist hut 

^kge I2h of original / »oa r 

at the "Aleko" center. 

T j2 oa f or terminal station of the 

few* 126 of original Draft Idea for 

Knjrazhevo-Mopltoto cable car line. 

gig. 131 of origin.!/ W» **“* “ P ”“' 

( . V 7 Tour ««dt ( 1 ) Automobile Road) 

0 * «• - M 
(2) First Class Footpath! ( 3 ) Socord C o. 

Cl». Footpath, (5) FW *'““»> < 6) *“““ 

( 7 ) Tourist K», (6) M** *** »> **” <W> 
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Shelter} (11 ) test Point} (12) Forestry Station j (13) Monastery} 
(lit-) Moraine} (15 ) Pea i} (16) Water Reservoir Zone} (17) Spring} 
(18) Fountain} (19 ) Coniferous Reserve. 
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